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DEVIL’S  QUADRANGLE 
CRACKDOWN 

- by  Anthony  Palazzo  Jr. 

In  response  to  the  increasing  amount  of  criminal  activity  in  the  North  Mission  area, 
the  Mission  Police  Station  has  joined  with  UCPD  and  BART  police  to  form  a 30 
member  joint  task  force  to  crack  down  on  crime  in  reporting  plot  414,  the  Devil’s 
Quadrangle. 

The  task  force  has  made  about  200  arrests  per  week  since  it  started  November  1. 
Although  hard  figures  will  not  be  available  until  the  middle  of  December,  Mission 
District  Captain  Michael  Brush  estimates  that  an  impact  has  already  been  made. 
"Since  we’ve  been  down  there,  I have  not  gotten  a complaint,"  Brush  said.  Before  the 
implementation  of  the  task  force,  he  was  getting  about  ten  complaints  per  week  in 
letters,  phone  calls  and  meetings. 

As  reported  in  the  last  issue  of  the  North  Mission  News  the  Devil’s  Quadrangle  -- 
police  reporting  plot  414,  bordered  on  the  north  and  south  by  15th  and  17th  Streets 
and,  on  the  cast  and  west,  by  South  Van  Ness  and  Valencia  Streets  - has  become  one 
of  the  top  four  crime  areas  in  the  city,  following  only  plot  210  (bounded  by  4th  and  6th 
Streets,  Market  and  Mission)  and  two  plots  in  the  inner  Tenderloin  in  total  incidents 
reported.  This  represents  a crime  increase  of  56%  from  1986  to  1988,  rising  slightly  in 
1988,  according  to  police  statistics.  Plot  414’s  crime  ranking  rose  from  12th  place 
overall  in  1983  (out  of  over  200  plots  citywide). 

The  focal  point  of  task  force  efforts  is  the  corner  of  16th  and  Mission  Streets,  the 
geographic  center  of  plot  414.  With  the  BART  plaza  on  the  northeast  corner  and  the 
Wells  Fargo  plan  on  the  southeast  corner,  this  intersection  is  the  gathering  place  for 
people  to  loiter,  drink,  deal  drugs,  sell  MUNI  passes,  panhandle  and  prostitute. 

According  to  Brush,  the  people  who  are  committing  the  more  serious  crimes  like 
drug  dealing  and  dealing  in  stolen  goods  intermingle  with  those  who  are  just  hanging 
out,  drinking  and  panhandling.  "It  seems  that  if  you  drive  the  narcotics  dealers  away, 
all  the  riff-raff  goes  with  it,"  said  Brush. 

The  strategy  of  the  task  force  is  to  arrest  anyone  in  plot  414  for  any  and  all  crimes 
such  as  public  drunkenness,  urinating  in  public  or  impeding  the  flow  of  traffic  — 
infractions  usually  not  vigorously  enforced  by  the  police.  "We’ve  made  it 
uncomfortable  to  peddle  down  there  by  increasing  the  prsence  of  police  and  by 
eliminating  their  ability  to  fade  into  the  background,"  said  Brush. 

Most  of  the  200  weekly  arrests  are  misdemeanors,  which  carry  little  or  no  jail  time. 
But  along  with  the  lesser  offensees,  some  felony  arrests  are  made. 

According  to  Officer  Larry  Ratti,  one  man  picked  up  on  a sweep  had  a $50,000 
warrant  outstanding  for  armed  robbery.  About  25-  50%  of  all  the  arrests  arc  for 
felonious  acts,  said  Ralti.The  task  force  will  not  end  all  the  crime  in  area  414,  only  make 
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HOW  THE  MISSION  VOTED 

- by  David  Spero 

Ultraliberal.  Progressive.  Leftist.  Take  your  pick.  All  these  words  describe  the 
pattern  of  the  Mission  vote  in  the  November  8th  election. 

15,227  Mission  residents  voted  in  the  election,  a 61%  turnout...  below  the  citywide 
turnout  of  67%  but  a good  percentage  in  light  of  the  huge  amount  of  deadweight  on 
the  Mission  voting  rolls.  In  case  anyone  had  any  doubt  about  the  attitude  of  Mission 
voters  towards  the  Reagan-Bush  administration,  take  a look  at  the  vote  for  Democrat 
Michael  Dukakis.  Dukakis  received  over  12,000  Mission  votes,  taking  a whopping 
84.4%  of  the  Mission  presidential  vote,  compared  to  72.7%  citywide. 

In  the  hotly  contested  City  ballot  initiatives,  the  Mission  produced  the  highest  or 
second  highest  percentage  for  several  "progressive"  measures.  58%  of  Mission  voters 
supported  Prop.  U,  the  vacancy  rent  control  initiative.  Up  against  an  $800,000 
campaign  from  landlords  and  real  estate  barons,  the  "neutrality"  of  several  liberal 
"heavy  hitters"  and  the  opposition  of  Mayor  Agnos,  Prop  U lost  citywide,  garnering 
42%  of  the  vote. 

Joining  the  Mission  in  supporting  Proposition  U were  the  Haight,  Downtown, 
South  of  Market  and  the  Inner  Sunset.  Prop.  U ran  dead  even  in  the  Bernal  Heights, 
the  Castro  and  the  Fillmore. 

The  Mission  also  produced  the  highest  vote  total  for  Proposition  W,  the  initiative 
calling  for  a Palestinian  homeland.  44%  of  Mission  voters  said  yes  to  Prop.  W, 
compared  to  31%  citywide.  42%  of  Mission  voters  said  No  to  PG&E  and  the  entire 
S.F.  political  establishemnt  and  Yes  to  Prop.  Z - the  measure  calling  for  termination 
of  the  sweetheart  contrcts  between  PG&E  and  the  City.  Citywide,  only  31%  voted  to 
do  so.  PG&E  spent  over  $400,000  to  defeat  Prop.  Z. 

The  Mission’s  political  tinge  can  be  clearly  seen  on  the  USS  Missouri  vote.  Only 
35%  of  Mission  voters  supported  the  Feinstein-backcd  Prop.  S.,  calling  for 
implementation  of  the  Memorandum  of  Understanding  between  the  Navy  and  the  City. 
Citywide,  the  measure  squeaked  through  with  51%  of  the  vote.  The  Mission  gave 
strong  support  to  Mayor  Agnos’  Missouri  ballot  measure,  Prop.  R.  Prop.  R called  for 
the  Navy  to  foot  the  entire  bill  for  bringing  the  battleship  here.  55%  of  the  Mission 
voted  Yes  on  Prop  R,  the  opposite  of  the  City  as  a whole  which  voted  55%  no. 

The  Mayor’s  political  strategist,  Richie  Ross,  committed  a major  blunder  on  the 
Missouri.  Instead  of  fighting  the  Navy  head  on,  Ross  had  Agnos  put  the  diversionary 
Prop.  R on  the  ballot.  Besides  dividing  the  anti-Missouri  coalition,  Ross  spent  over 
$200,000  of  Agnos’  funds  for  Prop.  R and  not  a dime  to  defeat  Prop.  S.  Imagine 
$200,000  worth  of  "Boston  Harbor"  type  mailers  telling  voters  the  Missouri  would 
Destroy  the  Bay  and  urging  voters  to  join  the  Sierra  Club  in  voting  No  on  S.  What  Ross 

see  page  2 
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discovered  too  late  was  that  only  conservative  voters  care  about  "who  foots  the  bill"  and 
deficits.  The  loss  of  jobs  the  Missouri  would  cause  and  the  link  to  Reagan’s  military 
buildup  were  other  issues  never  raised,  issues  that  could  have  easily  carried  the  day  for 
the  Mayor. 

Lastly,  Prop.  O and  the  Supervisors’  race.  The  Mission  vote  was  one  of  the  key 
factors  in  the  defeat  of  John  Barbagelata’s  Prop.  O,  the  two-term  limit  that  would  have, 
in  effect,  recalled  liberal  supervisors.  A giant  70%  of  the  Mission  voted  against  Prop. 
O,  compared  to  55%  citywidc.  The  Mission  helped  save  the  political  careers  of 
Supervisors  Britt,  Walker,  Ward,  Hongisto,  Kennedy,  Ncldcr  and  Maher. 

Another  key  role  for  Mission  voters  was  the  defeat  of  incumbent  supervisor  Carol 
Ruth  Silver  who,  many  felt,  was  no  longer  a liberal,  having  sold  out  to  developer  and 
real  estate  interests.  In  1984,  Silver  finished  second  in  the  Mission  with  52%  of  the 
vote.  This  time,  Silver  finished  7th  with  only  29%  of  the  vote.  The  tenant  vote,  angered 
over  Silver’s  purchase  of  an  apartment  building  and  subsequent  disqualification  on 
rent  control  votes,  defeated  Silver  in  the  Mission  and  citywide. 

A big  story  in  the  Supervisors’  race  was  the  strong  first  place  showing  by  Sueprvisor 
Harry  Britt.  Citywide,  Britt  finished  a full  21,000  votes  ahead  of  runner-up  Angela 
Alioto...  a clear  mandate  for  Britt’s  progressive  politics.  In  the  Mission,  Britt  cleaned 
up  with  54%  of  the  vote.  Alioto  gained  43%,  followed  by  Terence  Hallinan’s  39%,  Pat 
Norman’s  36%.  Jim  Gonzalez’s  34%  and  Willie  Kennedy’s  32%. 

The  election  of  newcomers  Alioto  and  Hallinan  will  give  Mayor  Agnos  two  more 
solid  allies  on  the  Board  and  tilt  the  Board  toward  the  left  on  issues  like  vacancy  rent 
control  and  domestic  partners.  The  realtors  put  all  their  resources  into  fighting  Prop. 
U.  Convinced  Prop.  O would  pass  and  a brand  new  Supervisor  race  occur  in  1989, 
they  ignored  this  year’s  race  until  the  very  end.  While  winning  the  battle  (by  defeating 
Prop.  U)  they  appear  to  have  lost  this  year’s  war.  With  the  election  of  Alioto  and 
Hallinan,  there  are  now  7 votes  for  vacancy  control. 


Thanks  to  David  Binder  for  the  Mission  election  data.  Mission  precinct 
boundaries  are  Church  to  Army,  Army  to  101,  101  to  lllh  Street,  11th  to  Market  and 
Market  to  Church. 
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it  less  intrusive  for  a while.  According  to  Capt.  Brush,  the  best  the  crime  crackdown 
will  do  is  temporarily  send  the  criminal  activity  to  other  parts  of  the  city  and  make  414 
a better  area  in  which  to  do  legal  business. 

In  a large  part,  the  task  force  is  a response  to  complaints  of  merchants  in  the  16th 
and  Mission  area  who  are  fed  up  with  the:state  of  the  16th  Street  BART  area.  Many 
of  these  merchants,  property  owners  and  residents  have  spoken  out  during  the  past 
year  at  community  safety  meetings,  organized  by  Ratli. 

"The  task  force  came  out  of  the  fact  that  I was  getting  so  many  complaints  from  all 
quarters  about  the  conditions  and  the  activities  that  were  taking  place  at  the  16th  and 
Mission  area.  Some  of  the  loudest  complaints  were  coming  at  thes  meetings,"  said 
Brush.Tm  in  and  out  of  there  at  least  once  a day,"  said  Vivien  Azadian,  chairwoman 
of  the  Mission  Safety  Committee  and  owner  of  rental  units  near  plot  414.  Azadian  said 
she  shops  there,  eats  at  the  restaurants  and  buys  her  newspaper  there. 

While  Azadian  supports  the  police  action,  she  is  skeptical  that  it  will  have  any 
lasting  effect.  "I  have  seen  an  improvement,  but  I’ve  also  seen  a definite  effort  by  them 
(criminals)  to  keep  their  claim  on  that  area,"  she  said. 

While  the  task  force’s  crackdown  on  area  414  may  temporarily  make  16th  and 
Mission  seemingly  "cleaned  up",  it  can  not  alleviate  one  of  the  major  causes  of  the 
problems:  the  black-market  sale  of  MUNI  transfers  that  goes  on  every  day.  According 
to  Brush,  the  police  know  that  MUNI  drivers  are  stealing  transfer  booklets  and  then 
selling  them  to  individuals  who,  in  turn,  wait  at  heavily  used  bus  stops  like  16th  and 
Mission  and  sell  the  transfers  to  bus  riders  for  25  cents. 

The  problem  could  be  solved  by  inventory  controls  on  the  books  and  making  the 
drivers  sign  out  for  them,  according  to  Brush.  But  apparently,  the  bus  drivers’  union 
has  blocked  any  such  attempt. 

General  poverty  and  homelessness  has  also  increased,  and  the  North  Mission  has 
seen  an  influx  of  drug  deales,  prostitutes  and  the  unemployed  in  the  last  two  years, 
which  has  increased  the  crime  rate.  Some  of  these  people  have  been  forced  out  of  their 
traditional  haunts  south  of  Market  Street  and  in  the  Tenderloin  by  new  construction 
in  those  areas  and  the  determination  of  merchants  to  "clean  up"  there.  Another  factor 
is  the  rise  of  crack  use  over  the  past  several  years.  Crack  is  addictive  and  relatively 
expensive,  causing  users  to  steal  or  prostitute  themselves.  The  combination  of  a BART 
stop  and  the  many  residential  hotels  in  414  makes  the  area  a convenient  place  for 
addicts  to  live. 

Manpower  cuts  have  impacted  police  ability  to  deal  with  the  crisis.  Acccording 
to  Captain  Brush,  the  Mission  Police  Station  is  fully  manned  with  140  full  time  officers. 
But,  according  to  an  internal  police  study  reported  by  the  North  Mission  News, 
optimum  manpower  in  the  Mission  District  should  be  180.  To  construct  the  30  man 
task  force,  Brush  had  to  use  a 4-man  auto-  theft  unit,  six  detectives,  borrow  one  officer 
from  each  watch,  use  some  extra  manpoer  available  because  few  officers  take  vacation 
time  at  this  time  of  year  and  borrow  five  officers  each  from  BART  police  and  the 
UCPD. 

Involvement  of  BART  police  is  due  to  the  activity  on  the  BART  plaza  and  the  fact 
that  criminals  use  BART.  UCPD  is  involved  to  "increase  the  security  for  the  University 
of  California  employees/students  and  visitors  who  use  the  16th  and  Mission  BART 
area,"  said  Sgt.  Dennis  Hazen  who  leads  the  UCPD  contribution  to  the  task  force. 

If  the  task  force  doesn’t  have  a lasting  effect  on  crime  in  the  Devil’s  Quadrangle, 
it  serves  as  an  example  that,  if  people  will  speak  out,  the  authorities  will  take  action. 
Now,  the  issue  is  how  to  coordinate  all  efforts  in  a city-wide  solution  to  the  crime 
problem. 
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NEIGBORHOOD  ACCORD 
ON  HOTEL  DOLORES 


by  Anthony  Palazzo,  Jr. 

Neighborhood  residen.s  and  mental  health  offieials  have  reached  an  agreement 
on  Hotel  Dolroes,  a 50  unit  psychiatric  halfway  house  to  be  located  at  35  Woodward 

Avenue. 

Representatives  of  the  Woodward  Avenue  Council,  Community  Mental  Health 
Services  head  Dr.  ReikoTrue  and  Deputy  Mayor  for  Health  and  Human  Services  Myra 
Snyder  met  on  November  3 and  agreed  in  principle  to  establish  a neighborhood  review 
board  to  oversee  Hotel  Dolores’  impact  on  the  community. 


The  review  board,  which  will  hae  80%  neighborhood  representation,  will  act  as  a 
liaison  between  the  Hotel  Dolores  and  the  neighborhood,  many  of  whose  members  still 
have  reservations  boot  the  project.  After  six  months,  the  board  will  review  the  success 
of  the  program  with  regards  to  its  impact  on  the  community.  If  the  board  issues  a 
negative  declaration,  the  Mayor’s  office  will  re-examine  the  contract  for  possible 

termination. 


During  this  six-month  trial  period,  CMHS  will  limit  the  total  of  hotel  capacity  to 
thirty  guests,  at  the  rate  often  admissions  per  month,  for  three  months.  The  agreement 
calls  for  a review  board  member,  who  will  be  agreed  upon  by  both  sides,  to  participate 
in  the  screening  process. 


Malcolm  Garcia,  director  of  the  Tenderloin  Self-Help  Center,  has  been  tentatively 
designated  for  screening  duties.  Janlee  Wong  has  been  chosen  as  the  president  of  the 
neighborhood  review  board. 

The  groups  were  to  meet  the  week  of  November  14  to  finalize  the  details  of  the 
review  board  and  bring  it  into  existence.  However,  due  to  conflicting  schedules,  the 
meeting  was  postponed  until  the  first  week  in  December.  At  the  time  of  the 
postponement,  Dr.  True  requested  permission  to  move  in  six  clients.  According  to 
Kim  Danders,  a representative  of  W.A.C.,  the  permission  was  granted  dependent  upon 
the  ability  of  Malcolm  Garcia  to  review  the  cases,  in  accordance  with  the  screening 
agreement.  But  according  to  Conard  House  official  Ken  Munz,  two  clients  were 
moved  in  Monday,  November  21,  without  Garcia  having  reviewed  the  cases.  Munz 
claimed  that  he  had  permission  to  move  in  six  already,  and  that  he  would  move  the  two 
out  if  Garcia  found  any  problem  with  them. 


"If  there’s  some  issues  or  some  problem  with  those  people,  we  will  place  them 
someplace  else,"  said  Munz.  He  added  that  he  didn’t  anticipate  any  problems  with 
these  two  because  he  had  reviewed  their  case  carefully,  and  that  Garcia  was  scheduled 
to  review  them  Monday,  the  day  they  moved  in  but  couldn’t.  At  press  time,  according 

to  Danders,  Garcia  had  reviewed  and  approved  them. 

"My  hope  is  that  this  is  just  the  bugs  in  getting  the  procedure  going,"  said  Danders. 
"We  would  want  the  very  beginning  to  be  handled  as  smoothly  as  possible  because  it 
creates  the  first  impression." 


The  review  board  will  also  act  as  a liaison  when  people  in  the  community  have 
questions  or  concerns  about  the  agreements  or  when  problems  arise  because  of 
apparent  miscommunications  between  Conard  House,  which  runs  the  hotel  under 
contract  to  CMHS. 

"Something  that  they  don’t  find  objectionable,  the  neighborhood  may  find 
objectionable,  and  it’s  the  process  of  working  together  that  will  allow  us  to  come  up 
with  the  defmitions,"  said  neighborhood  resident  Kate  Ingram.  Ingram  listed  several 
issues  that  were  unclear  or  needed  to  be  resolved  with  commuity  input: 


- Whether  the  hotel  could  or  would  rent  out  rooms  to  homeless  people  who  were 
not  referred  by  CMHS,  in  the  event  that  a limit  of  thirty  (for  example)  mental 
health-referred  guests  was  deemed  maximum  by  review  board  procedures. 

— Where  are  the  guests  being  referred  from  - percent  homeless  vs.  percent  coming 
from  mental  health  referrals. 

— Whether  Conard  House  and  CMHS  are  violating  or  upholding  the  spirit  of  their 
agreements  with  the  community. 

- The  inclusion  of  neighborhood  members  at  some  staff  positions. 

The  agreements  mark  a victory  for  the  neighborhood;  an  ethnic  mix  that  includes 
Cambodian,  Vietnamese,  Laotians,  Hispanic  and  white  members.  Woodward  Avenue 


residents  are  not  affluent  and  figured  to  be  steamrollered  by  a bureaucratic  project 
which  was,  at  best,  not  very  well  thought  out  and,  at  worst,  completely  disrespectful  ot 
the  rights  of  the  neighborhood  to  protect  the  interests  of  its  children,  whose  safety  is 
imperative. 

Housing  advocates  are  in  a touchy  position  in  general,  and  need  to  proceed  with 
resepect  for  a community’s  needs. 


"I  don’t  want  to  intrude  on  the  neighborhood  at  all,"  said  Munz.  'And  I do  want 
to  find  housing  for  my  clients." 

Honefullv  the  neighborhood  review  board  will  help  prevent  some  of  those 
intrusions.  But  the  neighborhood  is  still  understandably  concerned.  'When  you  start 
to  think  about  50  new  people  coming  into  the  community,  then  you  start  thinking  of 
potential  problems,”  said  Wong.  Once  you  have  a problem  then  it’s  already  too  late. 

I do  hope  that  we  will  have  a good  working  relationship  (with  the  community)," 


"We  do  have  to  watch  them  and  make  sure  the  agreements  are  all  honored,  said 
Danders.  "I  think  we  got  a very  good  deal  and  everyone  here  is  very  hopeful. 
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Antioch  Moves 
to  New  College 


I 


n January  of  1989,  New  College  of  California  will 
integrate  the  students  and  faculty  from  Antioch 
University  San  Francisco  into  its  programs. 


Antioch  University,  founded  in  1853  in  Yellow  Springs, 
Ohio,  has  an  international  reputation  for  progressive  efforts 
in  education.  In  1971,  it  opened  the  San  Francisco  center  to 
serve  working  people  including  re-entry  women,  minorities 
and  those  seeking  to  broaden  their  education  or  change 
careers.  In  selecting  New  College  as  the  site  to  relocate, 
Antioch  has  chosen  a school  with  a history  of  progressive 
and  alternative  education,  similar  curricular  offerings,  and 
a commitment  to  academic  excellence. 

New  College  of  California  also  began  in  1971  as  a small, 
alternative,  undergraduate  Humanities  Program  emphasizing 
student-directed  learning,  multiple  credit  options,  and  close 
relationships  between  students  and  faculty.  Since  that  time, 


we  have  added  a Public  Interest  Law  School,  a Master's  Degree 
Program  in  Psychology,  a Master's  Degree  Program  in  Poetics, 
the  Science  Institute,  and  the  Weekend  College  intensive 
degree  completion  program  for  working  adults. 

New  College  is  dedicated  to  an  education  that  demysti- 
fies learning  and  empowers  people  in  the  academic  setting. 

We  accomplish  this  in  two  ways.  First,  we  provide  a defini- 
tively critical  perspective  — one  that  situates  all  knowledge 
in  the  social,  cultural,  political,  and  economic  context  that 
has  produced  it.  Second,  New  College  advocates  an  activist 
education,  one  that  involves  students  directly  in  making 
social  change.  In  this  way,  New  College  seeks  to  revitalize 
the  academic  setting  as  a structure  for  engaging  the  culture. 


An  Expanded  Evening  Program 
for  Working  Adults 

New  College  will  incorporate  Antioch  undergraduates 
and  faculty  into  an  expanded  Evening  Program 
focusing  on  degree-completion  for  working  adults. 

Students  will  combine  previous  college  work  with 
credit  for  educationally  significant  life-experience 
as  a basis  for  individualized  programs  consisting  of 
classroom  courses,  independent  studies,  tutorials,  and 
practica.  This  degree-completion  program  is  supervised 
and  facilitated  by  close  collaboration  with  a faculty 
advisor.  Courses  and  workshops  will  be  offered  in 
the  broad  area  of  Humanities  including  Psychology, 
Women's  Studies,  Integrated  Health  Studies  and 
Political  Economy.  The  Evening  Program  is  now 
accepting  students  for  the  January  1989  semester. 

The  Graduate  Program  in  Psychology 

The  New  College  Graduate  Program  in  Psychology 
has  earned  a nationwide  reputation,  not  only  for  its 
sound  clinical  program,  but  also  for  its  critical  study 
of  the  relationship  between  psychology  and  social 
structures  and  between  psychological  and  social  change. 

In  September  of  1989,  the  innovative  approaches  to 
psychotherapy,  Social-Clinical,  Feminist  Therapy  and 
Somatic  Therapy,  as  taught  at  Antioch,  will  be  integrated 
with  the  New  College  M.A.  in  Psychology  curriculum. 

Tile  Social-Clinical  concentration  emphasizes  the  relationship 
between  internal  psychodynamic  forces  and  the  external  social 
reality,  and  the  inevitable  connections  between  psychological 
and  social  change. 

The  Feminist  Therapy  concentration  prepares  psychotherapists 
to  address  issues  such  as  abuse  of  power,  sex-role  stereotyping, 
the  relation  between  biot  .gical  and  cultural  factors,  and  general 
developmental  issues  reiated  to  gender. 

The  Somatics  concentration  prepares  practitioners  in  body-based 
approaches  to  growth  and  change  using  the  principles  found  in 
the  work  of  individuals  such  as  Elsa  Gindler,  F.  Mathias  Alexander, 
Wilhelm  Reich  and  Moshe  Feldenkrais  It  is  assumed  that  the 
educational  process  should  model  critical  values  and  the  program 
therefore  stresses  experiential  approaches  in  learning. 

Finally  the  Drama  Therapy  concentration  which  integrates 
theatre  arts  and  psychotherapy  may  also  relocate  to  New  College 
next  Fall. 

Each  o/  the  areas  listed  above  satisfies  the  academic  requirements  for  licensure 
as  a Marriage,  Family  and  Child  Counselor  in  the  Stale  of  California. 

New  College  la  accredited 

by  the  Weatcm  Association  of  Schools  4t  Colleges. 

Financial  Aid  (Scholarship,  Grant  it  Loan  Programs)  available. 


Lf.l 

New  College  50  Fell  Street,  Main  Campus 


New  College  Valencia  Center  at  777  Valencia  Street 

^Tam  interested  in  learning  more  about  ^ 
New  College.  Please  send  me  informa- 
tion about  the  following  programs: 


Name 


Address 


Telephone 


L. 


School  of  Humanities 

The  Bachelor  of  Arts  in  Humanities  Program  offers 
alternative  education  with  a critical  studies  perspec- 
tive and  an  activist  orientation.  Students  may  design 
their  own  major  or  choose  from  emphasis  areas  in 
Anthropology,  Psychology,  Language  and  Culture 
Studies,  Integrated  Health  Studies,  Legal  Studies, 
Visual  Arts,  Performing  Arts  and  Society,  Pacific 
Rim  Studies,  Poetics,  or  Video  Arts. 

Weekend  Collece 

New  College  offers  the  Weekend  College  intensive 
degree  completion  program  for  working  adults. 
Students  combine  transfer  units,  documented 
life-experience  learning,  on-campus  weekend 
seminars,  individually  focused  independent 
studies,  and  a thesis  project  to  complete  a 
Bachelor's  Degree. 

The  Poetics  Program 

The  Poetics  Program  is  dedicated  to  the  critical 
study,  closely  integrated  with  creative  practice, 
of  fundamental  questions  about  poetry  and  the 
social  context  from  which  it  arises.  New  College 
offers  a graduate  program  leading  to  a Master  of 
Arts  degree  in  Poetics.  Interested  and  qualified 
students  who  have  not  completed  their  Bachelor's 
degree  may  enroll  as  undergraduates  in  the  School 
of  Humanities. 

Public  Interest  Law  School 

New  College  of  California  School  of  Law  is  an 
alternative  law  school  with  a unique  apprenticeship 
program  and  a faculty  of  progressive  attorneys  and 
educators,  training  students  to  become  effective 
social-change  lawyers.  New  College  is  the  only  pub- 
lic interest  law  school  accredited  b7  the  Committee 
of  Bar  Examiners  of  the  State  of  California.  Students 
may  enter  in  Spring  or  Fall  Semesters. 

The  Science  Institute 

The  Science  Institute  offers  non-matriculated, 
intensive  weekend  preprofessional  science  courses 
in  biology,  general  chemistry,  physics  and  organic 
chemistry,  with  lab.  Science  Institute  courses  are 
oftered  at  New  College  in  San  Francisco  and  in 
Southern  California. 


J 


New  College  of  California  50  Fell  Street,  San  Francisco,  CA  94102  (415)  626-1694 


SOUTH  OF  MARKET 
DISCO  COMBAT  ZONE 

- by  Brian  Doohan 

The  San  Francisco  Board  of  Supervisors,  this  month,  is  expected  to  rule  on  a South 
of  Market  zoning  proposal...  supported  by  Sup.  Bill  Maher  and  City  Planner  Susana 
Montana...  that  encourages  the  development  of  nighttime  entertainment  facilities  in 
the  neighborhood  while,  allegedly,  restricting  office  construction.  But  residents  and 
businesses  in  the  area  are  bringing  their  concerns  to  the  Board’s  Land  Use  Committee 
hearings  that  commenced  as  the  News  went  to  press.  They  are  asking  how  much  disco 
development  is  enough,  and  whether  the  Planning  Department  ever  really  has  a 
coherant  "South  of  Market  Plan". 

During  the  interim  control  period,  City  Planners  vacillated  between  creating 
mini-Broadways  on  Folsom,  Ninth  and  Eleventh  streets  (which  residents  and 
businesses  opposed  as  "Combat  Zones")  and  the  development  of  a Party  Animal  corral 
in  the  Second  and  Townsend  area.  But  in  making  the  latter  decision,  they  apparantly 
underestimated  the  opposition  that  would  arise  from  the  newly  constructed 
high-income  housing  along  the  waterfront. 

The  death  rattle  of  the  Second  and  Townsend  scheme  could  be  heard  at  a recent 
Police  Permit  hearing  when  swarms  of  angry  Yuppies  descended  from  the  heights  of 
the  South  Beach  apartments  to  demand  the  silencing  of  the  area  s only  bar  with  live 
music,  the  venerable  Bouncer’s.  "I  pay  $1,000  rent  a month!"  one  tenant  told  the  permit 
officers,  others  cited  rents  of  up  to  $1,200  as  reasons  why  their  sleep  should  not  be 
disturbed.  The  police  are  still  evaluating  Bouncer’s  permits  but  another  planned 
disco  a block  away  has  already  postponed  its  opening,  stating  unspecified  "permit 
problems". 

Most  residents  of  the  less-expensive  areas  between  Sixth  Street  and  the  freeway 
would  gladly  swap  Bouncer’s  for  the  colony  of  bars  and  music  halls  whose  density 
reaches  a half  a dozen  on  some  blocks.  Appropriately,  the  proposed  deregulation  of 
the  Western  South  of  Market  has  been  accompanied  by  a mushrooming  of  requests  to 
install  or  expand  nighttime  entertainment  uses. 

The  police  permit  hearing  and  a Planning  Commission  hearing  two  days  later 
involved  no  less  than  five  applications...  a former  gay  bathhouse  on  Ritch  Street,  the 
proposal  of  Julie’s  Supper  Club  at  7th  and  Folsom  to  install  musicians  in  the  rear  of  its 
premises  where  the  noise  would  flow  down  residential  Langton  Street,  expansion  of 
the  Boz  Scaggs-owned  Slim’s  from  300  to  450  or  500  occupancy,  an  after-hours  permit 
for  the  Paradise  Lounge  and  both  a tripling  in  size  and  occupancy  and  an  after-hours 
permit  for  the  Holy  Cow. 
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of  the  nearby  Mercedes-Benz  dealership.  "There  is  litter  on  the  sidewalk  every 
morning  and  night  club  patrons  throw  bottles  at  our  building,  the  auto  dealers 
complain.  "Mercedes  Benz  docs  not  renew  its  franchises  in  areas  where  there  arc 
problems."  Residents  also  have  complained  that  increasing  the  patronage  of  existing 
establishments  aggravates  traffic  and  parking  conditions  while  a proposed  sticker 
system  has  not  been  implemented  and  the  empty  lot  on  the  site  of  a former  brewery  at 
10th  and  Harrison  is  to  be  used  for  storage  of  towed  vehicles  instead  of  for  parking. 

Bad  as  the  expansions  may  seem,  the  prospect  of  more  clubs  moving  into  the  area 
and  displacing  such  unglamorous  but  necessary  businesses  as  auto  body  shops, 
warehouses  and  light  industry  is  viewed  with  a special  distaste...  particularly  because 
of  the  common  practice  whereby  new  applicants  lake  out  a restaurant  license,  then  ask 
for  entertainment  permits,  expansions  and  after  hours.  "It’s  like  slicing  a salami,  one 
permit  at  a time,"  warned  the  Mercedes  attorney. 

City  planner  Montana  believes  that  adding  new  locations  and  new  permits  will 
force  nightclubs  to  follow  "good  neighbor  policies"  that  include  litter  patrols  and  signs 
and  admonitions  to  patrons  to  refrain  from  making  noise  and  breaking  things  or  people 
when  they  depart.  But  enforcement  has  proven  difficult.  The  owners  of  the  Paradise... 
presently  covered  by  the  good-neighbor  laws...  state  that  they  obey  the  policies  but  litter 
and  other  side  effects  are  deposited  in  the  neighborhood  by  other  establishments  which 
are  not  covered. 

As  an  alternative,  it  has  been  proposed  to  the  Police,  the  Planning  Department 
and  the  Supervisors  that  the  exponential  growth  of  nighttime  uses  most  believe 
inevitable  should  take  place  on  Market  Street.  Following  a lengthy,  bitter  and 
unsuccessful  attempt  to  install  a disco  at  7th  and  Harrison,  Jay  and  Juthika  Masters 
have  renovated  the  old  Warfield  Theater  on  Market,  visibly  improving  the  block  and 
making  prudent  use  of  both  the  area’s  abundant  parking  and  efficient  (well,  at  least 
when  renovations  are  concluded)  public  transit.  Much  of  Market  is  full  of  boarded  up 
restaurants  and  porno  theaters  and  South  of  Market  residents  point  out  that  locating 
future  nighttime  uses  there  would  not  only  preserve  the  residential  and  small  business 
character  of  their  neighborhood  but  would  also  transform  a patently  blighted 
thoroughfare  while  causing  a minimum  of  commercial  and  residential  displacement. 

But  the  Planning  Department  has  divided  Market  Street  into  a myriad  of  planning 
districts,  each  ruled  by  little  emporers  who  seem  unable  or  unwilling  to  cooperate  even 
with  each  other,  let  alone  with  other  agencies  such  as  the  Permit  Bureau  or  the  Mayor’s 
Office  of  Economic  Development.  And  so,  the  hostilities  between  nightclub  operators 
and  patrons  on  the  one  hand  and  small  business  and  neighborhood  residents  on  the 
other  intensifies. 

While  the  hearings,  held  November  29th,  are  probably  closed  unless  postponed, 
concerned  citizens  of  any  persuasion  can  still  probably  have  their  say  by  writing  Sup. 
Harry  Britt,  chairman  of  the  Land  Use  Committee  at  City  Hall. 


The  latter  three  establishments  are  all  at  or  near  the  corner  of  1 1th  and  Folsom  as 
is  the  often  boistrous  Oasis.  The  applications  did  not  sit  well  with  Jules  Barsotti,  owner 
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SUSHI  CAFE 

Country  Station 
modestly  priced 


(413)  861-0972 

2140  Mission  Street 
Between  17th  & 18th 

BUSSINES  HOURS 

Mon-Thur  10:00  am-  9:00  pm 
Fri-Sat  10:00  am- 10:00  pm 


NEIGHBORHOOD 

BEAT 


We  are  proud  to  be  one  of  THE  FINEST  THAI  RESTAURANTS  featuring: 


Fresh  Seafood:  Sword  Fish,  Mahi 
Mahi,  Stuffed  Trout,  Garlic 
Prawn,  Grilled  Halibut,  etc. 

Thai  Style  B.B.Q  Chicken,  Beef 
Spareribs  and  Char-Broiled 
Salmon 

Leg  of  Lamb  Kebab  w/  Peanut 
Curry  Sauce  or  Lamb  Curry 

A Large  Selection  of  Vegetarian 
Dishes 


LUNCH  Monday-Friday  11 :30am-2 :30pm  DINNER  Daily  5:00-1 0:00pm 
3221  MISSION  STREET  (al  the  end  of  Valencia),  San  Francisco,  CA  94110 

(415)  826-4639 


BASILICA  CHOIR  Photo  by  Jim  Binder 

The  Mission  Dolores  Basilica,  whose  Gothic  architectural  complexity  floods  the 
comer  of  16lh  and  Dolores,  will  hold  a choral  celebration  of  the  Advent  and  Christmas 
seasons  on  Sunday,  December  11,  at  7:00  PM.  The  Basilica  Choir  of  Mission 
Dolores,  under  the  directorship  of  Mark  J.  Sullivan,  will  be  "adorned  in  the  light  of  two 
thousand  candles...  " as  they  perform  the  music  of  Guerrero,  Mendlessohn,  Hassler, 
Scarlotti,  Rutter  and  others.  The  program  will  also  include  seasonal  carols  for  all  to 
sing,  liturgical  dance,  incense,  "and  stunning  decor  that  will  inspire  the  hearts  of  all." 

Mark  Sullivan,  the  Coordinator  of  Liturgy  and  Director  of  Music  at  Mission 
^ Dolores  Basilica,  facilitates  the  worship  of  both  the  Spanish  and  English  speaking 
assemblies.  An  arranger  and  composer,  his  composition,  Pontificale,  was  the 
processional  music  for  the  Papal  Entry  into  St.  Mary’s  Cathedral. 

The  event  is  free  to  the  public,  donations  gratefully  accepted.  All  are  invited  to  a 
reception  after  the  program.  Again,  The  Basilica  is  located  at  16th  & Dolores  Streets 
and  is  easily  accessible  by  MUNI  and  BART.  Free  parking  is  available. 
Transportation  will  be  provided  for  senior  citizens  and  the  home-bound. 


WOMEN’S  CRAFT  FAIR 


CHRISTMAS  SALE 

THURSDAY,  DECEMBER  15 


HOURS  9 - 8 


ALL 


Merchandise 


* Furniture  not 
included 


over  1000  feet  of  quality  second- 
hand clothing  for  the  entire  family! 

• Two  truckloads  ot  fresh  merchandise 
daily 

• Dressing  rooms  for  all  clothing 

• Bright,  clean,  spacious  store 

• Furniture,  toys,  TV's,  electrical  items, 
collectibles,  shoes,  dishes,  bedding 
and  more 

• Something  for  everyone 

• Like  a garage  sale  every  day  of  the 
week! 

• Open  9-8  M-F,  9-6  Sat  & 1 1-6  Sun 

i 

I 


2101  Mission  Street 

comer  of  17th  Street  • 861-1132 

A second  hand  department  store  with  quality  clothing  for  men,  women  and  kids 
Open  seven  days  a week  with  easy  access  to  BART  & MUNI 


The  second  and  third  weekends  of  December  will  mark  the  celebration  of  the  10th 
Annual  Women's  Building  Arts  & Crafts  Fair.  The  fair  is  the  Women's  Building’s 
largest  annual  fundraiser,  and  this  year  commemorates  a full  decade  of  promoting 
women  in  the  arts. 

Beginning  from  a small  Mission  storefront  with  less  than  forty  artists,  the  Fair  has 
grown  into  the  largest  women's  craft  show  in  the  United  States.  Over  100  craftswomcn 
will  display  a variety  of  crafts  ranging  from  fused  glass  frames,  soapstone  sculpture, 
stoneware  clay  masks,  handcrafted  jewelry,  ornate  weaved  fabric,  leather  works, 
woodwork  and  original  clothing.  Also  present  will  be  some  of  the  healing  arts: 
massage,  tarot  reading  and  medicinal  herbs. 

Taking  the  stage  during  the  two  weekends  will  be  a potpourri  of  performers:  15- 
year-old  jazz  pianist  Kito  Gamble  and  her  mother,  jazz  singer  Faye  Carol;  clown  and 
new  Vaudcvillian  comedian  Derique  McGee,  storyteller  for  all  the  ages  Diane  Ferlatte; 
Berkeley  Arts  Magnet  Percussion  Band  led  by  Carolyn  Brandy;  jazz  duo  Mimi  Fox  and 
Herbie  Lewis;  Sistah  Boom,  belly  dancer  Sharon  Page  Ritchie,  comedian  Danny 
Williams  and  many,  many  more. 

Funds  from  the  Fair  will  benefit  the  Women's  Building,  which  serves  more  than 
13,000  women  a year  looking  for  referrals  for  employment,  housing,  food,  legal, 
healthcare  and  personal  support. 

This  event  will  take  place  at  the  Women's  Building,  located  at  3543  18th  Street 
between  Valencia  and  Guerrero.  Free  childcare  is  provided.  Admission  is  S3.50  - $8.00 
sliding  scale.  Children  under  12  admitted  free,  senior  citizen  discounts  available, 
wheelchair  accessible.  Come  have  fun,  and  tell  your  friends.  That's  December  10/1 1 
and  17/18. 

S.  N.  G. 


Once  called  "the  meanest  street  in  town"  by  Herb  Caen,  Sycamore  Street  (off 
Mission  between  17th  and  18lh)  is  celebrating  its  first  anniversary  of  getting  organized. 
In  November,  Robert  Cole,  Larry  Wong,  Lowell  Williams,  Sharon  Downs  and  Mark 
Rehnberg  commemorated  the  founding  of  the  Sycamore  Neighbors  Group  (SNG). 

With  the  help  of  Captain  Brush  and  officers  at  Mission  Police  Station,  SNG  has 
been  able  to  clear  our  street  of  many  of  the  winos,  whores  and  drug  dealers  who  come 
here  from  other  parts  of  the  City.  We  wish  to  thank  the  residents  and  merchants  in  our 
neighborhood  for  supporting  this  effort 

SNG  is  presently  working  with  Peter  LaBrie  of  the  City  Planning  Department  to 
have  Plots  414  and  415  in  the  new  plan  to  place  a moratorium  on  the  issuing  of  off- 
sale  liquor  licenses  in  certain  parts  of  the  City.  We  are  asking  everyone  who  lives 
between  15th  and  20th  and  South  Van  Ness  and  Valencia  to  call  Mr.  LaBrie  at  558- 
6283  and  ask  that  Plots  414  and  415  be  included  in  his  program. 

All  the  neighbors  on  Sycamore  Street  are  planning  to  make  this  the  brightest 
Christmas  Season  ever.  Christmas  lights  and  decorations  of  all  sorts  will  bring  the 
spirit  of  holiday  cheer  to  Sycamore  StreeL  It  is  the  season  of  the  lights. 

There’s  a real  revolution  happening  on  Sycamore  Street!  Instead  of  focusing  our 
attention  on  problems  in  South  Africa  or  Nicaragua,  SNG  has  concentrated  on 
problems  in  our  own  neighborhood.  Our  group  includes  only  one  city  block, 
approximately  50  residences,  about  85  people  altogether.  Unity  has  brought  us  much 
good  fortune  and  unity  has  also  brought  a very  quick  response  from  City  and  State 
agencies. 
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TRINITY  PRESBYTERIAN  REBUILDS 

The  scaffolding-swathed  building  that  North  Mission  News  readers  saw  on  the 
front  page  of  the  November  issue  is  the  old  Trinity  Presbyterian  Church  at  23rd  and 
Capp  Streets,  more  recently  known  as  Mission  United  Presbyterian  Church.  It  is  being 
extensively  renovated  inside  and  outside,  but  the  work  will  preserve  the  charm  and 
architectural  features  that  have  distinguished  this  fine  church  building  for  almost  a 
century.  It  was  built  in  1891-92  from  designs  by  the  prominent  S.F.  architectural  firm 
of  Percy  & Hamilton,  and  survived  the  1906  earthquake  with  almost  no  damage, 
serving  as  a relief  center  during  that  period.  One  of  SFs  most  beloved  and  flamboyant 
mayors,  "Sunny  Jim"  Rolph,  was  married  there  in  1900.  Through  the  years  the  church 
building  has  served  not  only  for  worship  services  but  also  as  a center  for  innumerable 


community  activities  and  services. 

Significant  architectural  features  include  a tall  (112  ft.)  sturdy  tower  with  four 
bartizan  turrets,  a high-peaked  cross-shaped  roof  and  a spacious  sanctuary  with  lofty 
hammer-beam  ceiling  and  multiple-arch  wood  trusses.  The  renovation  work  restores 
the  arched  central  area  to  the  gracefully-curving  balcony.  Seating  capacity  in  the 
sanctuary  is  approximately  500,  and  nearly  that  number  can  be  accommodated  in  the 
large  social  hall  and  meeting  rooms  below  the  sanctuary.  The  building  was  placed  on 
the  National  Register  of  Historic  Places  in  1982  and  was  designated  by  the  Board  of 
Supervisors  in  1984  as  an  official  San  Francisco  landmark. 

The  building  is  very  little  changed  from  its  original  construction  (even  by  the 
present  renovation  work)  and  abounds  inside  and  outside  with  beautiful  ornate 
woodwork,  including  wainscoting,  trim,  comer-blocks,  paneled  doors,  dentils,  wooden 
gutters,  wall  brackets,  staircases  and  elaborate  banisters,  and  the  beamed  ceilings  and 
trusses  mentioned  above.  The  second  and  third  floors  have  58  stained  glass  windows 
and  three  large  (15  ft.  diameter)  rose  windows,  all  of  which  are  being  cleaned  and  (where 
necessary)  re-leaded.  The  pipe  organ  (made  by  Hutchings  of  Boston  and  installed  by 
Felix  Shoenstcin  in  1893)  is  a two-manual  with  18  ranks  of  pipes  and  is  now  being 


restored  by  the  Schocnstein  Co. 

The  renovation  work  started  in  August  1988  and  is  expected  to  be  completed  in 
April  1989,  by  which  time  our  bi-lingual  congregation  (Mission  Presbyterian  Church, 
the  combined  congregations  of  the  old  Mission  United  and  El  Buen  Pastor  churches) 
will  have  moved  into  the  renovated  building.  If  you  are  interested  in  visiting  the 
building,  call  the  church  office  (647-5156)  any  weekday  between  1:30  and  5:30  PM  or 
call  Earl  Ross  (333-5287)  or  Win  Hayward  (386-6544).  We  will  be  delighted  to  show 
you  our  beautiful  church  building. 

We  have  found  that  our  available  funds  for  repairing  the  organ  and  stained  glass 
and  rose  windows  are  a little  short  (like  about  $85,000).  So  if  you  (or  any  of  your 
friends)  can  help  with  a contribution  to  our  Pipe  Organ  and  Stained  Glass  Window 
Fund,  we  would  be  most  appreciative.  Contributions  may  be  sent  to  the  church  at 
3261  - 23rd  Street,  SF  94110.  If  you  want  to  know  more  about  this  project,  call  any 
of  the  above  telephone  numbers. 


UFW  MARCH 


Thousands  of  angry  demonstrators  besieged  the  Church  and  Market  Safeway  on 
November  19th  to  seek  out  and  condemn  non-union,  pesticide  ridden  grapes  and  to 
protest  the  police  beating  of  labor  leader  Dolores  Huerta  (pictured  above)  at  a prior 
demonstration  against  President-elect  George  Bush. 


WITNESSES  SOUGHT 

If  you  witnessed  an  incident  on  September  28th  that  occurred  in  front  of,  and 
inside,  the  R & D Grocery  - 3177  16th  Street  - in  which  a man  was  being  beaten,  or  if 
you  personally  have  had  any  problem  with  that  store,  please  contact  attorney  James  K. 
OGallagher  (4 15)  243-0573. 


The  Episcopal  Church  of 
St.  John  The  Evangelist 

warmly  welcomes  you  to  celebrate 
the  joy  of  Christmas  with  us 

Holy  Eucharist 

Christmas  Eve  — 11:00  PM 
Christmas  Day  — 12:15  PM 

1661  - 15th  Street,  at  Valencia.  861-1436 
The  Rev.  Dr.  John  H.  Eastwood,  Jr.,  Rector 


HONEST  BOB’S 

FRAMES  & GALLERY 

1000's  of  FRAMES  in  STOCK 

FAST  CUSTOM  FRAMING  (wood  & aluminum) 
DO-IT-YOURSELF  FRAMING 

MATTS  • MOUNTING  • SUPPLIES  • GLASS  CUT  TO  ORDER 

EXCELLENT  PRICES  AND  DISCOUNTS 


177  VALENCIA  ST 

INEAR  DUBOCE  ST| 


(415)255-9556  { ^ 


IN  TH 

BEAUTIFU 


1 9TH  YEAR 
, MISSION 

NEW  LOCATION 


GRAN1^>A\JSM)PENING 

OF  NEW  LOCATION 

2838  24TH  STREET 

1/2  BLOCK  FROM  THE  YORK  THEATER 

PUNJAB  RESTAURANT 

- HUNAN,  PEKING  & 

CANTONESE  CUISINE 

WE  SPECIALIZE  IN 

BUFFET/PARTY  CATERING 


HOURS:  11-9,  7 DAYS  A WEEK 
BUFFET  11:30-  2:30  M-F 


282-4011 
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HELP  SAVE  THE  MISSION 

DON’T  LET  FAST  FOOD  CHAINS 
DRIVE  SMALL  BUSINESSES  OUT 

BURGER  KING  PLANS  TO  PUT  A LARGE  FAST 
FOOD  RESTAURANT  ON  16TH.  STREET, 

NEAR  MISSION.  TO  EXPRESS  YOUR  OPPOSITION 
TO  ANOTHER  FAST  FOOD  CHAIN  OUTLET, 

CLIP  OUT  THE  COUPON  BELOW  TODAY. 


CLIP  THIS  COUPON  AND  MAIL  TO: 


BOARD  OF  PERMIT  APPEALS 
CITY  HALL,  ROOM  154  A 
SAN  FRANCISCO,  CA  94102 


RE:  CASE  88:290 


I URGE  THE  BOARD  OF  PERMIT  APPEALS  TO  SUPPORT  THE 
APPEAL.  BURGER  KING  SHOULD  BE  REQUIRED  TO  APPEAR 
BEFORE  THE  PLANNING  COMMISSION.  OUR  NEIGHBORHOOD 
DESERVES  THE  RIGHT  TO  BE  HEARD  BEFORE  A LARGE  FAST  FOOD 
CHAIN  IS  RAILROADED  THROUGH  THE  PLANNING  PROCESS. 

NAME 


ADDRESS 


PAID  FOR  BY  CONCERNED  MISSION  NEIGHBORS.  2044  Mission  Street,  S.F.,Ca.  94110 


K&H 


UORS 


NO  MINORS 


Do  not  ask  for  credit  as 
a refusal  often  offends. 


CIVILITY  AND 
SERVICE  IS 
OUR  MOTTO. 
(SOME  TIMES) 


K&H  LIQUORS 
50116th  Street  x Valencia 

OPEN  6am  — 2am 


AFTER  11P.M. 


STILL  PURVEYS  TO 
THE  MELTING  POT 
OF  THE  MISSION. 
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ANTIDRUG  ARMAGEDON 
AT  MISSION  HIGH 


- by  Michael  S.  Bell 

Victory  Outreach,  a consortium  of  eight  gospel  churches  in  Northern  California 
(locally  at  2920  Third  Street)  sponsored  a free  art  experience  at  Mission  High 
auditorium  October  29lh.  Their  truck-mounted  sandwich  board  declared  a free  concert 
featuring  Duke  of  Earl  and  said  nothing  about  Victory  Outreach,  Jesus  or  drugs  but  that 
is  the  message  you  got  as  a member  of  the  audience. 

The  auditorium  was  about  95%  full  by  7:30  PM  and  consisted  chiefly  of  Latino 
kids  between  14  and  18  years  of  age.  A few  mothers  came  with  much  younger 
children,  and  a few  stray  older  males,  transients  and  street  people  got  in  on  it  loo.  It 
was  your  basic  clean  cut  representation  all  in  all,  with  a dash  of  Christian  Rap  lyrics 
thrown  in  by  groups  such  as  the  Master  Blasters  and  the  Soul  Patrol.  Calling  on  Jesus 
to  do  everything  for  us,  the  propaganda  was  aimed  at  changing  lives  that  have  been 
tainted  by  devil  drugs  and  alcohol.  It  was  a traditional  Revival  meeting  with  a 
contemporary  twist  involving  theatrical  and  musical  performances  sounding  every  bit 
like  Fat  Boys  or  Run  D.M.C.  except  for  that  special  message  about  how  if  you  turn 
your  heart  to  Jesus  you  can  get  off  chemical  dependency  of  any  kind,  using  the  motto, 
"In  a world  of  confusion  and  every  man  for  himself,  someone  cares."  Things  must  be 
pretty  desperate  out  there,  so  Victory  Outreach  has  set  up  these  free  concerts  and  a 
rehabilitation  program  to  deal "...  not  only  with  substance  abusers,  but  also  with  gang 
members  and  other  troubled  individuals."  Problem  is  that  linking  chemical  addiction  to 
participation  in  a gang  and  other  personal  troubles  is  not  exactly  fair. 

If  Victory  Outreach  is  as  able  as  they  say  they  are,  and  as  the  size  of  the  audience 
would  seem  to  imply,  to  end  hurtful  use  of  drugs  among  kids  then  that  has  to  be  good 
for  us  all.  You  have  to  see  a positive  effort  like  theirs  in  the  light  of  what  sort  of 
message  will  get  through  to  those  most  receptive  to  it  and  in  need  of  assistance.  So, 
on  the  other  hand,  it  is  a strong,  and  probably  a growing,  force  for  social  change.  But  I 


have  difficulty  being  able  to  embrace  the  propaganda  wholeheartedly  because  if  appears 
to  merely  exchange  one  form  of  addiction  (i.e.  drugs/alcohol)  for  another  kind  (namely 
Jesus  and  Christianity).  If  Christianity  had  distinguished  itself  for  being  a great  and 
just  system  over  history,  then  it  might  not  be  such  a potentially  negative  replacement 
for  drugs.  Again,  you  have  to  be  glad  it  works,  but  you  also  have  to  wonder  why  it  is 
that  drug  users  and  boozers  cannot  find  the  power  within  themselves  to  simply  turn 
away  when  the  pain  starts  to  come.  Christianity,  the  same  movement  that  allowed 
Jimmy  Swaggart's  lies  and  the  Slaughter  of  the  Innocents,  is  not  exactly  a banner  under 
which  Jesus  himself  would  have  marched.  Substituting  the  naked  cross  for  rock 
cocaine  or  a pint  of  Thundcrbird  does  not,  for  most  people,  seem  like  a fair  or 
progressive  bargain.  And  when  you  hear  musicians  and  actors  up  on  stage  in  front  of  a 
throbbing  crowd  of  pubescent  teeny  boppers  using  Nancy  Reagan’s  catch  words  "Just 
Say  No",  the  admixture  gets  even  cloudier.  I mean,  did  our  government  support 
Noriega  and  allow  the  CIA  to  permit  continuance  of  drug  traffic  or  not,  and  since  it  is  a 
pretty  sure  bet  that  they  did  then  who  has  been  in  charge  of  all  that! 

In  one  way  of  seeing  this,  Victory  Outreach  is  a puppet  of  hypocritical  right  wing 
self-indulgence  and  is  making  headway  toward  converting  our  youth  in  that  direction 
without  their  full  understanding,  preying  upon  a weakness  of  personal  will  to  convey 
(whether  intentionally  or  not)  reactionary  propaganda  in  the  guise  of  healing  social  ills. 
Everything  from  the  graffiti  stage  set  and  rap  lyrics  to  the  dramatic  scenario  set  in  a 
prison  yard  reinforced  class-oriented  behavior  as  much  as  it  provided  jargon  based 
catalysts  for  social  change  in  the  drug  scene.  It  is  a thin  line  between  this  superficially 
positive  effort  and  the  next  stage  of  altitude  which  gives  rise  to  institutionalized 
condemnation  of  AIDS  sufferers  as  being  recipients  of  "God's  Wrath"  for  wrongdoing. 
Once  you  get  a ball  like  that  rolling  in  kids,  how  can  you  make  it  stop;  how  can  you 
make  them  understand  that  you  were  only  trying  to  get  them  off  drugs  and  out  of  the 
bottle,  but  that  other  things  that  are  done  in  Jesus'  name  are  not  so  clear  cut.  Is  this 
just  a continuation  of  Hispanic  colonialism  in  late  20th  century  style,  or  can  we  rest 
easy  that  Victory  Outreach  is  merely  doing  what  public  agencies  seem  unable  to  do.  It 
is  far  more  dangerous  than  it  all  appears.  Religion  is  a personal  choice  and,  like 
romantic  love,  it  probably  should  not  be  discussed  or  promoted  like  this.  Above  all 
else,  once  unleashed  it  is  nearly  impossible  to  thwart  or  alter  except  by  personal 
decision  and  when  good  things  come  from  group  pressure,  how  does  the  individual 
select  from  the  stumbling  irony  of  dogma  that  which  is  clearly  destructive. 

Anyone  who  by  any  means  is  able  to  get  away  from  the  destructive  side  of 
chemical  dependency  has  achieved  something  valuable  for  the  self.  For  that,  we  may  be 
able  to  thank  Victory  Outreach  one  day.  But  the  simplistic  message  that  Jesus  can  do 
everything  for  us  is  simply  untrue,  misleading  and  historically  wrong.  Most  troubling 
of  all  is  the  knowledge  that  Victory  Outreach  may  be  somehow  linked  with  reactionary 
influences  in  government  and  among  the  clergy,  and  that  the  rap  music  being  fed  to  our 
kids  is  nothing  less  than  classical  conditioning,  unselectively  and  insidiously 
modifying  more  behaviors  than  the  obvious  targets  suggest.  We  are  all  dependent  upon 
things  (like  cars,  boom  boxes  and  typewriters),  substances  (like  aspirin,  food  and  soda 
pop)  and  people  (like  spouses,  mayors  and  philosophers).  Singling  drugs  and  alcohol 
for  focused  attack  seems  to  make  sense  like  it  did  during  Prohibition,  but  self  discipline 
is  just  that,  it  comes  from  within  the  person  and  is  independent  of  Jesus,  Hiller, 
Ayatollah,  Andy  Warhol,  Reagan  or  Victory  Outreach. 

When  you  come  right  down  to  it,  one  has  to  wonder  how  a religious  meeting  was 
allowed  into  a public  school  auditorium  in  the  first  place,  given  the  supposed 
separation  between  Church  and  State!  Yes,  we  must  all  do  what  we  can  to  "Keep  Hope 
Alive",  but  it  must  be  done  as  individual  effort,  for  yourself  because  you  arc  somebody, 
and  not  for  anyone  or  anything  else.  One  of  the  essential  axioms  of  the  Devil  himself 
is  that  he  comes  in  many  guises,  even  in  the  garments  of  a Saviour. 


* SHOWCASE  OF  STARS  J 

* at  the  CAFE  LA  BOHEME  ! J 

★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★ 


Fresh  Salads  - 
10  kinds  of  dessert's  - 
imported  teas  - 
15  ways  to  order  coffee 
7 kinds  of  beer- 
Cappuccino  & Sunlight 


★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★ 

La  Boheme  features  exhibits  of  local  artists  & 
bulletin  board  -285-4122-  24th  St.  at  Mission 


NOVEMBER  15  THRU  DECEMBER  15 
PAINTINGS  BY  LYDIA  COURT 
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□ STARTS  Wed  • Dec  14 

THE  MAGIC  TOYSHOP 

"Physically,  I've  reached  my  peak.  From  now  on.  I can  only  deterio- 
rate"' So  says  the  15-year-old  girl  who  is  a key  figure  in  The  Magic 
Toyshop,  a very  unusual  film  Though  seen  through  the  eyes  of  a young 
*his  weird  and  disturbing  film  is  really  more  of  "an  adult  fairy  tale " 
ne  story  concerns  three  orphans  who  are  sent  to  live  with  a tyrannical 
uncle  (Tom  Bell,  the  projectionist/seducer  of  Wish  You  Were  Here ) 
who  operates  a London  toyshop  and  has  a penchant  for  staging 
bizarre  dramas  using  life-size  puppets  on  a stage  in  the  shop's 
basement  The  shows  he  puts  on  for  the  captive  family  audience 
become  increasingly  sexual  and  violent,  and  eventually  the  barrier 
between  reality  and  fantasy  begins  to  fall  Director  David  Wheatley 
adopts  a style  of  magic  realism  for  this  tale  written  by  Angela  Carter 
( The  Company  of  Wolves)  based  on  her  own  novel  Carter  writes  of  her 
reaction  to  the  story  on  preparing  it  for  the  screen  "When  I read  it 
again,  I was  very  struck  with  the  intense  sense  of  adolescent  longing 
in  it,  an  extraordinary  sexual  yearning  What  it  reminded  me  of  was 
endless  afternoons  alone  in  a room  smelling  of  sun-warmed  carpet, 
stuck  in  the  Sargasso  Sea  of  adolescence"  With  Caroline  Milmoe, 
Tom  Bell,  Patricia  Kerrigan,  Kilian  McKenna,  lorcan  Gramtch  and 
Melania  Sidaway  Directed  by  David  Wheatley  Color.  35mm  1986  104 
min. 

□ MON-FRI  6:00,  8:00, 10:00 

□ SAT,  SUN  2:00,  4:00,  6:00,  0:00,  10:00 

□ U.S.  THEATRICAL  PREMIERE 


CALENDAR  OF  EVENTS 
DECEMBER 

THURSDAY.  DEC.  1 

Marian  Michener  reads  from  Three  Glasses  of  Wine  Have  Been  Removed  From  This 
Story,  a novel  about  addiction,  recovery,  lesbian  love  and  courage.  (But  where's  the 
Pledge  of  Allegiance?)  Old  Wives'  Tales,  1009  Valencia,  7:30.  Free;  all  welcome. 

FRIDAY.  DEC.  2 

Local  7 Choreographers  Concert  at  Footwork  features  a cast  of  - seven  locals! 
8:30,  3221  22nd  St.  at  Mission,  $6.  Also  Saturday,  same  time.  Call  824-5044. 

SATURDAY.  DEC.  3 

Surrealism  and  Ska  - together  at  Komotion.  Bunuel’s  Viridiana,  Polanski's 
Two  Men  & A Wardrobe,  live  music  by  Hobo  and  Operation  Ivy.  9 pm,  2779  16lh. 

Studio  Space  Registration  Deadline  at  the  Mission  Cultural  Center,  for  art 
teachers  who  work  with  young  children,  winter  session,  January  10  - July  29  (that's 
one  long  winter).  Studio  fee  is  $10  per  hour.  Call  Yolanda  Lopez,  821-1 155. 

SUNDAY.  DEC.  4 

El  Salvador  Time-Bomb.  Amoldo  Ramos,  international  rep  from  El  Salvador's 
FMLN/FDR,  speaks  on  The  Social  Explosion  in  El  Salvador!  How  Will  The  Bush 
Administration  Respond?  (Probably  with  kinder,  gentler  napalm.)  Sponsored  by 
CISPES  (648-8222),  7 pm  at  225  Valencia  at  Duboce,  $5  - $7  at  the  door. 

MONDAY.  DEC.  5 

Bay  Area  Theatresports  Main  Match  with  holiday  theme.  $5,  3153  - 17th 
Street,  8 pm.  Call  824-8220. 

TUESDAY.  DEC.  6 

Lesbian/Gay  Open  Poetry  Reading  so  bring  new  and  not-so-new  favorites. 
7:30  pm.  Modem  Times  Bookstore,  968  Valencia,  282-9246. 

WED.,  DEC.  7 (Commemoration  of  37th  year.  3 Month  Anniversary  of  Pearl  Harbor) 
Macho  Sluts  bookparty  at  which  Pat  Califia  reads  from  her  collection  of  S/M 
fantasy.  Free,  and  just  the  thing  for  the  Xmas  holidays;  invite  those  long-unseen 
grandparents.  7:30  pm.  Modem  Times  Bookstore,  968  Valencia,  282-9246. 

THURSDAY,  DEC.  8 

North  Mission  News  Appreciation  Day,  so  send  $10  to  North  Mission  News 
so  we  can  begin  a payroll.  If  you  look  up  the  address  yourself,  take  10%  off. 

FRIDAY.  DEC.  9 

Media  in  the  Bush  Years  as  Robert  Scheer,  LA  Times  correspondent  and  author  of 
Thinking  Tuna  Fish.  Talking  Death,  discusses  how  power  is  created  and  held  in 
America.  Modem  Times,  968  Valencia.  8 pm  and  Free. 

Singer/Songwriter  Stephen  Riave  sings  of  Reagan's  America,  California’s 
beauty,  and  old  (un)dependable  human  relations.  8 pm.  Cafe  Fanari,  2773  24th  Sl 

Minnesota  Lofts  Lives  and  has  an  open  house/celebration  for  the  33  unit  artists' 
living/work  space.  6-10  pm,  601  Minnesota  at  1 8th.  Call  861-7078. 

SATURDAY.  DEC.  10 

Live  Aid  - Palestine  benefit  concert  for  medical  aid  for  Palistineans  living  in 
occupied  territories.  Performers  are  Dance  Brigade,  Altazor  Latin  American  New  Song 
with  Lichi  Fuentas,  and  A1  Awda  Palistinean  Cultural  Ensemble.  8 pm,  Victoria 
Theatre,  2961  16th  St.  $10  in  advance,  $12  at  the  door.  Call  861-1552. 


3160  16th  Street  San  Francisco  621-1617 


DECEMBER 


THU 

DEC  01 

POST  MODERN  MINK  MIXX  w / DJ.  MINK 

9:00 

FREE 

FRI 

DEC  02 

Dancing  with  D J.  DOC  MARTIN 

9:00 

FREE 

SAT 

DEC  03 

Dance  at  the  ATOMIC  CAFE  w / D J.  MINK 

9:00 

FREE 

SUN 

DEC  04 

DJ.'s  DOC  MARTIN  & BLACKSTONE 

9:00 

FREE 

MON 

DEC  05 

REGGAE  ROOTS  CULTURE  w / CORBETT  H BOWERS  1 

9:00 

FREE 

TUE 

DEC  06 

TIME  ZONE  70s  & "80s  funk/disco  with  DOC  MARTIN 

9:00 

FREE 

WED 

DEC  07 

REGGAE  CALENDAR  INTL  DANCE  PARTY  & videos 

9:00 

FREE 

THU 

DEC  06 

POST  MODERN  MINK  MIXX  w / DJ.  MINK 

9:00 

FREE 

FRI 

DEC  09 

Dancing  with  D J.  DOC  MARTIN 

9:00 

FREE 

SAT 

DEC  10 

Dance  at  the  ATOMIC  CAFE  w/  DJ.  MINK 

9:00 

FREE 

SUN 

DEC  11 

DJ.'s  DOC  MARTIN  & BLACKSTONE 

9:00 

FREE 

MON 

DEC  12 

REGGAE  ROOTS  CULTURE  w/  CORBETT  H.  BOWERS  1 

9:00 

FREE 

TUE 

DEC  13 

TIME  ZONE  70s  & '80s  funk/disco  with  DOC  MARTIN 

9:00 

FREE 

WED 

DEC  14 

REGGAE  CALENDAR  INTL  DANCE  PARTY  & videos 

9.00 

FREE 

THU 

DEC  15 

POST  MODERN  MINK  MIXX  w / DJ.  MINK 

9.00 

FREE 

FRI 

DEC  16 

Dancing  with  D J.  DOC  MARTIN 

9:00 

FREE 

SAT 

DEC  17 

Dance  at  the  ATOMIC  CAFE  w / D J.  MINK 

9:00 

FREE 

SUN 

DEC  18 

D J.'s  BLACKSTONE  & DOC  MARTIN 

9:00 

FREE 

MON 

DEC  19 

REGGAE  ROOTS  CULTURE  w / CORBETT  H BOWERS  1 

9:00 

FREE 

TUE 

DEC  20 

TIME  ZONE  70s  & '80s  funk/disco  with  DOC  MARTIN 

9:00 

FREE 

WED 

DEC  21 

REGGAE  CALENDAR  INTL  DANCE  PARTY  & videos 

9:00 

FREE 

THU 

DEC  22 

POST  MODERN  MINK  MIXX  w / DJ.  MINK 

9:00 

FREE 

FRI 

DEC  23 

Dancing  with  DJ  DOC  MARTIN 

9:00 

FREE 

SAT 

DEC  24 

Dance  at  the  ATOMIC  CAFE  w / D J.  MINK 

9:00 

FREE 

SUN 

DEC  25 

D J.'s  BLACKSTONE  & DOC  MARTIN  Christmas  Day 

9:00 

FREE 

MON 

DEC  26 

REGGAE  ROOTS  CULTURE  w/  CORBETT  H BOWERS  1 

900 

FREE 

TUE 

DEC  27 

TIME  ZONE  70s  & '80s  funk/disco  with  DOC  MARTIN 

9:00 

FREE 

WED 

DEC  28 

REGGAE  CALENDAR  INTL  DANCE  PARTY  & videos 

9:00 

FREE 

THU 

DEC  29 

POST  MODERN  MINK  MIXX  w / DJ.  MINK 

9:00 

FREE 

FRI 

DEC  30 

Dancing  with  D J.  DOC  MARTIN 

9.00 

FREE 

SAT 

DEC  31 

NEW  YEARS  EVE  at  the  ATOMIC  CAFE  w/  DJ.  MINK 

9:00 

FREE 

Komotion  Benefit  with  Looters,  Bedlam  Rovers,  Tribe,  Harmfarm  and  DJ  Dancing 
To  Cup  O Smell  Crew.  Benefit  is  to  pay  off...  debts.  9 pm,  2779  16th  at  Folsom. 

Free  Concert  by  the  Recreation  Symphony  features  works  by  Bach,  Wagner  and 
Mendelssohn.  3 pm,  Community  Music  Center,  544  Capp.  Call  558-4268. 

Christmas  Concert  at  Old  Mission  Dolores  by  the  SF  City  Chorus.  Works 
by  Ramirez  (1965)  and  Charpentier  (1600s).  8 pm,  16th  & Dolores.  $3  donation. 
Also  Sunday  at  3 pm. 

Asian  Workers  and  the  Labor  Movement  workshop  sponsored  by  SF 
Community  College  Center  and  focuses  on  organizing  campaigns  and  belter 
communications  with  union  officers.  Free,  33  Gough,  10  am  - 2 pm.  239-3090. 

Hey  Kids!  El  Cuento  Del  Condor!  which  just  happens  to  be  a Susan  Terence's 
telling  of  a Peruvian  tale,  in  Spanish  and  English,  specially  for  the  young  at  heart. 
11  am  - 12:30  pm.  The  Book  Center,  518  Valencia  at  16th.  626-2924. 

SUNDAY,  DEC.  11 

Christmas  Gala  & Dance  Along  Nutcracker  with  spoofs  of  I Love  Lucy, 
audience  participation  dancing  from  The  Nutcracker,  led  by  the  SF  Gay  Freedom  Day 
Marching  Band,  the  big  band  sounds  of  City  Swing  with  vocalist  Gail  Wilson,  and  the 
SF  Tap  Troupe.  6 pm,  Theater  Artaud,  450  Florida  near  17th,  $50  for  sponsor,  $25 
preferred  seating,  $15  general  admission.  Call  552-3656  to  charge  by  phone. 

Isn't  This  Special  or  Out  Of  Hiding  With  A New  Nut  To  Crack  - Holiday  Music 
by  Real  Living  Local  Composers  performed  by  producer  Laurie  Amat,  Pamela  Z, 
Barney  Jones,  and  J.  Raoul  Brody  - and  a vocal  ensemble.  Selections  will  include 
Santa  Dog  (The  Residents),  The  Lord  Thy  God.  Jealous  God  (Rick  Ridas'  Anti-Carol), 
I'm  A Jew  From  Peru  (Bob  Davis),  and  many  more.  An  antidote  to  too  many 
Nutcrackers.  7:30,  New  Performance  Gallery,  3153  17th  SL,  $10.  Call  863-9834. 

MONDAY.  DEC.  12 

Bay  Area  Theatresports  Main  Match  with  Mixed/Rookies  Match.  $5,  3153  - 
17th  Street,  8 pm.  Call  824-8220. 
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WEDNESDAY,  DEC.  14 

Komotion  Holiday  Party  as  Open  Mike  with  regulars  and  The  12  Bass  Players  of 
Xmas,  Return  of  Vince  Shelley,  and  more.  Free,  8 pm,  2779  16th. 

THURSDAY,  DEC.  15 

Dorothy  Allison's  Trash  is  gone  through,  not  by  court-sanctioned  police,  but  y 
the  author  herself,  reading  from  her  book  about  her  poor  white  trash  growing-up  years. 
7:30  pm.  Old  Wives’  Tales,  1009  Valencia.  Donation  requested. 

Holiday  Potluck  for  Lesbian/Gays  in  Aging  Services.  6 - 7:30  pm  St. 
Francis  of  Assisi.  145  GuerTero.  Call  626-7000  for  more  info,  although  you  should  be 
relatively  certain  if  you’re  in  this  target  audience.  It  seems  well  defined.  To  me. 

FRIDAY,  DEC.  16  . 

Shape  of  Music  to  Come  with  Bardo,  a costume-garbed  (i.e.,  they  bring  costumes 
and  wear  them!)  performance  ensemble  in  a fusion  of  avant  garde  jazz,  country, 
primitive  and  tribal  music,  and  Terra  Incognita,  with  fusion  of  jazz,  country  and  African 
rythms.  Also.  ’’Images-music-lmages’’,  spontaneous  improvisauonal  music  and 
images.  7:30  pm.  Eye  Gallery,  1151  Mission  (between  7th  & 8th).  $3  at  the  door. 

SUNDAY,  DEC.  18  , 

Christmas  stories  and  folktales  in  Spanish  and  English,  told  by  Olga  Loya. 
3 - 4:30,  Mission  Cultural  Center,  2868  Mission.  $2  adults,  $1  children. 

Isn't  This  Special  - 7:30;  see  Sunday  December  11  for  the  complete  mayhem. 
WEDNESDAY,  DEC.  21 

Hey  Kids!  More!  Help  trim  the  Children's  Room  Holiday  Tree!  3:30  - 5 pm, 
Mission  Library,  3359  24th  Street,  3:30.  824-2810. 

THURSDAY,  DEC.  22 

Older  Gay  Men’s  Friendship  Group  (60+)  meets  in  the  Friendship  Room,  711 
Eddy  Street.  Sponsored  by  Gay  and  Lesbian  Outreach  to  Elders,  626-7000. 


FRIDAY,  DEC.  23  SAT..  DEC.  24 
Panic  shopping  Frenzied  shopping 


SUN.,  DEC.  25 
Gorging  and  drinking 


MON.,  DEC.  26 
Painful  recovery 


alligator,  a gallery  ft  performance  space 

Thursday  Evening  Concert  Series 

dec  8 barry  smiler,  paula  rudman, 

kathy  rote  55 

•111  t»  .ndl.Wk.llT.  >"  <*»  » Wlo  tkl.  «»ln,  In  O-  «• 

thm  nl«ll  .111  b*  mm  and  •ormm’imj  °>  *lul“r  *nd  <kilcl— *. 

dec  15  david  bamett 


? dec  22 


sharon  knight  gay  ducey  $5 

Hill  tall  5.  J«c>*l*d\t«i  .to.  In.  )ac»  |'  ' 


oultaclat.  ainoar  and  playa.  ol  aandolln  tall  5.  atociw  . 

and  tradltlawl  aalc  tala*  ard  nul  Iday  talaa  lor  (f  . 

.IU.  har  «n  ptatr,  to  Ml")  and  «*» 

all  performances  * 830 

92.H  9 Valencia  St  Zo*  . 
son  francisco  695-08H5 


MISCELLANEOUS  & DISASTERS 

Food  Needed  for  the  hungry  (ah,  reason  still  prevails).  The  Emergency  Food  Box 
has  appealed  for  canned  and  packaged  foods  for  its  holiday  boxes.  Demand  is  already  up 
20%,  so  why  not  help  in  this  9-year  American  holiday  tradition?  Call  621-7575. 

UCSF  Volunteers  sought  for  those  suffering  long  after  the  death  of  a loved  one, 
and  for  a study  using  AZT  for  those  infected  with  the  AIDS  virus  but  not  yet  seriously 
ill.  For  the  first  call  476-7656;  the  other  call  221-4810  x3224. 

Nicaraguan  Hurricane  Relief,  both  medical  supplies  and  money,  are  badly  needed. 
Drop  off  the  former  at  CHRICA,  347  Dolores  #210,  Mon.  - Fri.,  2-5.  Donations  can 
be  mailed  to  CHRIC A/Hurricane  Relief  at  same  address,  94110.  Call  431-7760. 

Youth  Shelter  Volunteers  needed  for  newly  opened  St.  Ann’s  Shelter,  which 
feeds  and  sleeps  15  young  men  from  Mexico  and  Central  America  . If  you  can  help  in 
any  way,  call  861-5426,  or  drop  by  St.  Peter’s  Catholic  Church,  24th  and  Alabama. 

Call  for  Mission  Artists:  visual  artists  with  works  on  growing  up  in  the  Mission 
can  send  a short  letter  of  interest  for  an  exhibition  to  Intersection  of  the  Arts,  766 
Valencia,  94110.  Or  if  you're  a young  undiscovered  artist  (docs  a 35  year  old  calendar 
editor  qualify?),  looking  to  work  under  the  direction  of  professional  artists  on  the  theme 
of  what  it  means  to  be  here  in  the  Mission,  call  Linda  Wilson,  626-2787.  But  hurry. 

Calendar  listings  are  free  to  all  Mission  organizations.  We  will  charge  a budget- 
busting  $5  for  outsider  mentions. 


TUESDAY.  DEC.  27 

Hey  Urchins!  Xmas  is  over,  back  to  reality  with  scary  stories  from  Disney. 
(Like  the  16th  St.  BART  station!)  Mission  Library,  3359  24th  Street.  Call  824-2810. 

WEDNESDAY.  DEC.  28 

Comedy  Stars  Of  The  Future  - 5 comics  you  probably  never  heard  of,  but  5 years 
from  now  you'll  brag  "I  saw  them  when..."  with  Janet  Cunningham,  Dan  Morgan,  Ed 
Ginsberg,  Tessie  Chua  and  Bonnie  Datt.  8:30,  The  Mart,  32  - 9lh  Street,  861-2820. 

SATURDAY,  DEC.  31 

Tom  Ammiano  presents  and  stars  in  Shit  Happens,  a comedy  year-in-review,  with 
guests  Karen  Ripley,  Teresa  Chandler,  and  Over  Our  Heads.  9:30,  Victoria  Theater, 
2961  16th  St.  Tickets  $15  in  advance  (BASS  or  863-7576),  $20  at  the  door. 

ONGOING 

Ten  Years  After,  an  exhibit  of  photos  honoring  Greg  Robinson,  killed  in  Guyana 
by  the  People's  Temple  zealots.  Part  of  SF  State’s  Greg  Robinson  Scholarship 
program.  Through  Dec.  22,  Tues  - Sat,  12  - 5 pm.  Eye  Gallery,  1151  Mission. 

View  From  The  Bay,  a musical  with  guppy,  leather  man,  and  drag  queen  (no  indian 
chiefs)  in  a nostalgic  look  at  late  '70s  Castro  life.  Friday  - Sunday  shows  through  Dec. 
18,  $10.  8:30,  3588  - 18th;  call  861-5079. 

Annual  Christmas  Folk  Art  Sale  at  Galcria  de  la  Raza/Studio  24.  Mon.  - Sat. 
11-6  pm  (Fridays  to  8);  Sundays  Dec.  11  & 18, 11-6.  2851  24th  Street,  826-8009. 

Dickens  Christmas  Fair,  recreating  19th  Century  Victorian  London  in  our  20lh 
century  Babylon.  Ladies,  Gentlemen,  merchants  and  chimney  sweeps  promised  (what, 
no  wenches?).  Pier  45  (The  Wharf)  weekends  through  Dec.  18,  $10.50  adults,  $7.50 
students,  $3.50  12  and  under.  Tickets  at  BASS  or  call  922-4757. 

Goodman,  Swatsler  & Zimmer  present  photography,  3-D  constructions,  and 
installation,  respectively,  through  Dec.  18  at  Southern  Exposure  Gallery,  401  Alabama 
at  17th.  Call  863-2141. 

The  Well  Of  Patience:  Emmy  winner  Daniel  Reeves'  dramatic  allegorical  and 
kinetic  environment  utilizing  sculptural  and  video  imagery  presented  within  a circular 
space.  Reception  is  Dec.  15,  7-9  pm,  and  it  runs  15th  - 21st  (Tues.  - Sat.)  from  12-5 
pm,  or  by  appointment.  Notre  Dame  Chapel,  347  Dolores  at  16th.  626-7747. 

Exhibition  from  Society  Of  Mexican  Artists  - Simetria.  38  artists  are  in 
this  international  exchange  running  through  Dec.  11.  Well,  at  least  we  open  the 
borders  for  Mexico's  art  Tues.  - Sat.,  12-4  pm.  SOMAR,  934  Brannan.  552-2131. 


tiuie  yeer  theater 

2789  24 tli  ST.  (BTW.  BKYANT  POTREKO)  S.F.  S 282-031G 

SAT-SUN  b ^ 


24-25 

' & 


Sat:  2:16  Sun:  3:30.  7:16 

Dir  Hal  Ashby  US  1972 

The  black  comedy  has  become  a cull  classic  Twenty-year-old  Harold 
obsessed  by  death  until  he  meets  79-year-old  Maude  who  teaches 
him  how  to  enjoy  life.  Starring  Ruth  Gordon  and  Bud  Con  (90m) 

KING  OF  HEARTS 

Sat:  4:00  Sun:  1:30,  6:15,  9:00 

Dir  Philippe  de  Broca  France  1967 

A warm,  joyful,  anti-war  classic!  A film  that  can  be  seen  again  and 
again.  Starring  Alan  Bates.  Genevieve  Bujold.  and  Michel  Serrault. 
(103m) 

THURS  FRI 

DECEMBER 


15-16 


7:30 

Dir  Howard  Brookncr 


V.3fc| 

1984 

William  S.  Burroughs  has  been  called  the  literary  dean  of  the  American 
avant-garde,  the  father  of  beat,  the  granddaddy  ol  punk  He  isn't  only 
one  of  the  great  literary  figures  of  the  century,  but  also  an  elegant, 
funny  and  often  shocking  man  The  film  follows  him  through  the  wild 
ups  and  downs  and  includes  a candid  look  at  Burroughs  today  (86m) 


Henry  Miller  Odyssey 


9:15 


10th  Annual 


WOMEN'S  BUILDING 
ARTS  & CRAFTS  FAIR 

Sat.  & Sun.  • Dec.  10, 11  & 17, 18  • 10  a.m.  to  6 p.m. 

• Crafts  by  over  100  of  the  Bay  Area's 
Finest  Crafts  women  and  Artists 

• Great  Entertainment  • Delicious  Food 

• Free  Childcare  and  Children's  Programs 

ENTERTAINERS 
San  |ose  Taiko  Ensemble, 

Trio  Arepa;  Conjunlo  Cespedes; 

Sistah  Boom;  Avotcja;  Lisa  Cohen; 

Mimi  Fox  and  Herbie  Lewis; 

Derique  McGee;  Gospel  Elites; 

Faye  Carol  and  Kilo  Gamble; 

Disciples  of  Prayer;  Sharon  Page  Ritchie; 

Yagbe  Gerard  and  Afro-Ankori; 

Diane  Ferlatte  and  More! 

The  Women's  Building  5543  18th  Street,  S.F.  431-1180 
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Editor, 


LETTERS  TO  THE  EDITOR 


Editor 

From  this  old,  independent  writer  who  has  covered  the  Public  Health  beat  here  for 
more  than  15  years,  my  appreciation  for  Anthony  Palazzo  Jr.'s  fine  report  on  the  Hotel 
Dolores  in  the  November  North  Mission  News. 


- Edward  Benner 


Editor 

I am  writing  to  express  my  admiration  for  the  journalistic  judgment  and  courage 
you  displayed  in  printing  the  "Rent  Control  Works"  article  by  Senator  Milton  Marks  in 
your  November.  1988  issue.  Until  I read  that  piece  I had  no  idea  that,  "The  thread  that 
binds  the  homeless  to  those  in  Pacific  Heights  and  provides  a basis  for  common 
interest  is  San  Francisco’s  rent  control  ordinance."  For  years  I labored  under  the 
misconception  that  it  was  the  opportunity  to  shop  at  Neiman  Marcus  and  tea  dancing  at 
the  Hyatt.  Imagine  my  ignorance! 

It  would  have  been  most  helpful  if  Senator  Marks  took  time  from  his  busy 
schedule  of  ribbon-cuttings,  proclamation-makings  and  parade  grand-marshallings  to 
explain  in  his  article  just  how  these  binding  threads  are  stitched.  Is  it  done  in  some 
sort  of  sewing  bee  that  Pal  Montandon  conducts  in  front  of  the  federal  building  at  U.N. 
Plaza?  Or  is  it  a yam  pull  that  stretches  from  the  Julius  Kahn  Playground  to  16th  and 
Mission? 

Please  tell  Senator  Marks  the  next  lime  you  have  a chance  to  discuss  issues  of 
great  social  importance  with  him  that  I truly  appreciated  his  application  of  the  Virginia 
Slims  slogan  to  housing  policy.  "Rent  control",  indeed,  "has  come  a long  way"  when 
it  can  secure  his  endorsement. 

One  last  item,  I don't  believe  Senator  Marks  said  anything  about  vacancy  control 
in  his  article.  Did  I miss  something  or  was  that  an  inadvertent  oversight  on  his  part? 
Again,  thanks  for  bringing  such  important  political  wisdom  to  the  attention  of  your 
readers.  A few  more  journalistic  coups  like  ths  and  you  will  be  a prohibitive  favorite 
for  a Pulitzer. 


Richard  J.  Devine 


BODY  AT  EASE 

SWEDISH  MASSAGE  & ACUPRESSURE 


Call  For  Appointment 
MERCEDES  TRONCOSO 

Certified  Massage  Therapist 

(415)  647-2239 


° Promotes  Physical  Well  Being 

° Releases  Stress  And  Tension 
° Restored  Balance  And  Alignment 

3265  22nd.  Street  San  Francisco 


ORDER  NOW 


v;  L a/'  , l 3 tt*-/ 


Qrigtmas  'Trees  Jor  % 


small  live  potted  evergreens, 
various  sizes,  plain  or  decorated, 
centerpieces  and  wreaths. 

Call  for  prices  626-1042 


Jree  delivery 


Partial  proceeds  will  go  to  "Save  the  Coast"  and 
I A 4 4 A 4 the  Mendocino  Environmental  Center  A 4 A 4 A 4 4 


NEW  LOCATION 

CLOSING  3164  16TH  ST. 

NEXT  TO  FIREHOUSE  7)  ««  sm 


MON.  - SAT.  11  AM  - 7 PM 
SUNDAY  12  - 5 


Enough  is  enough!  I am  sick  of  being  panhandled.  I am  sick  of  watching  people 
drink  and  urinate  in  the  streets.  I am  sick  of  having  to  dodge  babbling,  incoherent 
crazies.  I am  sick  of  street  offers  of  sex,  drugs  and  late  night  transfers. 

I live  about  two  blocks  from  the  Sixteenth  and  Mission  BART  station.  Lately  it 
seems  like  every  single  time  I leave  my  house  to  go  to  that  comer  I have  to  deal  with 
at  least  half  a dozen  of  the  incidents  described  above.  It  has  gotten  to  the  point  that 
each  time  I want  to  leave  my  house,  I have  to  decide  whether  enduring  what  I'll  run  into 
on  the  streets  is  worth  it.  Sometimes  I just  forget  it  and  stay  inside  until  something 
really  important  comes  up.  I am  an  above-average-size,  physically-fit  male.  If  I am 
bothered  by  what  is  going  on,  what  must  smaller,  weaker  people  be  going  through? 

Why  are  so  many  objectionable  things  occurring  on  our  streets?  The  answer  is 
simple:  because  we  tolerate  them.  Most  of  us  do  not  call  the  police  and  complain  until 
something  seriously  affects  us  personally.  If  we  are  to  clean  up  our  neighborhood,  that 
must  change. 

I propose  the  following: 

1 . Report  anx  illegal  activity  to  the  police.  If  you  see  someone  drinking  in  public, 
urinating  in  public,  bothering  people  on  the  street,  selling  late-night  transfers  outside 
Walgreen's  at  16th  and  Mission,  engaged  in  street  prostitution  or  - especially  — 
offering  drugs  or  possibly  stolen  goods  for  sale,  call  the  police. 

Please  don't  confront  or  argue  with  these  people.  You^rc  not  trained,  equipped  or 
expected  to  do  that.  You  can  walk  two  to  three  blocks  away  and  make  a completely 
anonymous  call  from  a pay  phone.  (Remember  that  the  number  and  location  of  a call 
to  911  shows  on  the  police  dispatcher's  screen.  If  you  want  your  complaint  kept 
completely  confidential,  call  from  a pay  phone,  not  your  house.  91 1 is  free  call.) 

2.  Strongly  discourage  aggressive  panhandling.  When  such  activity  got  out  of 
control  on  Telegraph  Avenue  in  Berkeley,  a "Please  Say  No"  campaign  was  started. 
Merchants  put  up  such  signs  in  their  windows  and  the  situation  became  much  better. 
Restaurant  and  liquor  store  owners  who  tolerate  panhandlers  outside  their  stores  need  to 
understand  that  they  are  doing  the  rest  of  us  no  favor.  I no  longer  patronize  stores  that 
permit  panhandlers  to  stand  outside  them.  I hope  you'll  start  doing  the  same. 

3.  Increased  foot  patrols  of  plainclothes  police  officers.  Uniformed  officers  are  just 
not  that  much  of  a deterrent.  Instead  of  us  worrying  about  being  bothered  by  these 
street  jerks,  let  them  worry  about  whether  or  not  we’re  cops. 

This  hard-line  approach  must  be  tempered  by  giving  the  hungry  and  homeless 
valid,  workable  alternative  paths.  As  a short-term  measure,  we  could  post  the  "Free 
Eats"  charts  in  store  windows  where  the  hungry  people  could  see  them.  Many  have 
little  or  no  idea  of  where  to  go  for  food  or  shelter.  As  a longer-term  measure,  we  need 
to  increase  General  Assistance  benefits  to  equal  those  given  to  Social  Security 
recipients.  Right  now,  people  on  GA  receive  less  than  $400.00  a month  in  cash  and 
food  stamps  and  it's  essentially  impossible  to  provide  yourself  with  both  food  and 
shelter  with  only  that  amount  of  money. 

Whatever  you  decide  to  do,  please  do  something.  If  we  don't  ask,  these  people  are 
going  to  take  over  our  neighborhood. 

A Fed-Up  Resident 


BUY  YOUR 


VINTAGE  CLOTHES 

this 
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Open  11  am-7  pm 
Sunday  noon-6  pm 
473  Valencia  at  16th 
San  Francisco 


One  Pound 
of  Fashion 
$6.00 
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TREES  AND  CHRISTMAS  RAIN 


MULTI-COLORED  LIGHTS  ARE  BEGINNING  TO  APPEAR  IN  THE 
WINDOWS  OF  SHOPS  ALONG  MISSION  STREET,  misty  from  the  effects  of  the 
rain  that  is  finally  coming  down,  a blessing  for  these  streets  that  have  been  in  real  need 
of  a good  cleaning  this  past  two  years  - let  alone  the  trees,  scarred  by  the  political 
campaigners’  tape  and  staples  they  still  stand  strong  in  these  new  winter  winds  while 
quenching  their  thirst. 

When  I was  in  Guadalajara  this  past  summer  I noticed  a city  propaganda  campaign 
for  trees,  painted  on  the  long,  stucco  covered  Mexican  walls  that  frame  every  street. 
Some  of  these  walls  are  truly  ancient,  their  foundation  stones  poking  through  the 
erosion  of  the  adobe  texture,  others  newer  and  smoother,  and  all  painted  in  a variety 
of  Mexican  state  of  mind  colors.  On  these  colors  the  city’s  sign  painters  had  produced 
a variety  of  messages  designed  to  remind  the  population  that  they  were  responsible  as 
individuals  for  clean  streets  and  protection  of  the  trees.  On  one  wall  would  be  the  black 
shadow  relief  of  a tree  and  below  it  the  words,  "SON  NECESARIOS  (THEY  ARE 
NECESSARY).  Another  message  would  show  a person  dropping  a piece  of  paper  in 
a garbage  can  with  the  message  "SOMOS  NECESARIOS"  (WE  ARE  NECESSARY). 


the  Christmas  shoppers  away  from  the  Mission,  thereby  affecting  our  economy 
negatively,  compounding  the  economic  problems  that  Reagan’s  policies  were 
supposed  to  improve.  I look  at  this  street  and  I see  no  improvement  because  of  such 
an  attitude.  We  need  our  reminders  of  the  season,  and  a brightly  lit  street  is  a goo 
idea  this  year. 


CASA  LUCAS 


16TH  (AT  VALENCIA) 

Fresh  Produce  Beans  & Rice,  Chorizo 
Cotija  Cheeses,  Fresh  Bread,  Wines 


ONE  STOP  SHOPPING  FOR 
LATIN  AMERI  CAN  FOOD  IMPORTS 


Guadalajara  is  a city  of  many  trees  and  many  automobiles.  But  throughout  this 
beautiful  city  is  an  absolute  cavalcade  of  trees  that  continuously  cleanse  the  air.  Then 
I return  to  San  Francisco  to  see  our  trees  being  destroyed  by  rock  concert  promoters 
and  politically  ambitious  people  who  have  either  never  learned  or  perhaps  only 
misplaced  their  good  sense  in  the  manner  in  which  our  trees  in  the  Mission  are  used 
as  message  boards  as  though  they  were  metal  poles  without  feeling  or  life.  Staple  guns 
are  a viscous  weapon  on  the  sensitive  hides  of  these  important  residents  of  our  planet, 
and  aside  form  their  importance  as  oxygen  producing  residents,  they  are  also  expensive 
to  replace. 

As  I walk  down  Mission  Street  in  this  wonderful  rain,  or  look  out  of  my  kitchen 
window  at  the  tall  palm  that  waves  to  me  each  of  my  days,  I wish  for  something  better 
for  us  all;  trees,  people,  streets. 

Another  Christmas  is  here  bringing  us  these  bright  lights  so  significant  this  time 
of  year.  There  have  been  many  good  arguments  for  practical  reasons  against  using  so 
much  electricity  to  light  up  the  streets  at  Christmas.  And  during  these  Reagan  years 
we  have  all  felt  the  tight  belt  of  stringent  action  around  our  throats.  But  I have  also 
seen  how  doing  without  Christmas  lights  has  made  everyone  more  depressed,  and  kept 


furniture 

Books 

Clothing 


.v.v.v 


FL1/ES 


IMIllll 


The  Mission  Merchants’  Association  is  attempting  to  provide  lights  for  their 
Christmas  shoppers'  "MIRACLE  MILE”  program.  Against  nearly  impossible  odds 
they  just  might  succeed.  I applaud  their  efforts.  They  have  a contest  (entry  fee:  $10) 
for  the  best  window  design.  Whoever  wishes  to  participate  or  offcr  support  can  contact 
A1  Ribaya  at  TAMING  OFTHE  SHOE",  or  Alan  Zelmer  at ' BAYVIEW  FEDERAL 
SAVINGS".  Contributions  toward  this  effort  are  welcomed. 

This  is  an  ideal  way  to  support  small  business  interests  in  the  Mission  by  way ' of 
attracting  shoppers  from  out  of  this  area  to  come  and  explore  the  excehent  ' 

buys  (try  CASA  LUCAS  at  16th  and  Valencia);  handmade  clothing  from  T3' 
America  and  China;  stopping  for  a Mexican  lunch  a,  PANCHOVI LLA  on  16th  near 
BART;  an  after-shopping  beer  at  CHEWS  on  Valencia  at  16th;  and  maybe  a movie 
at  one  of  our  four  movie  houses.  I can  also  recommend  an  early  breakfast  a new 
place  on  Mission  between  19, h and  20th.  LA  QUINTA  has  an  a^  mely  exceUmU 
selection  of  traditional  Mexican  morning  food,  (I  suggest  trying  >he  C^ILAOU I LLE.S 
with  their  homemade  tortillas).  Breakfast  is  only  $2.50  between  7:00  AM  and  11.00 

AM. 

This  is  my  last  column  for  the  North  Mission  News  for  this  very  strange  year  of 
1988  I would  like  to  wish  the  residents  of  our  PUEBLO  the  very  best  Christmas  season. 
1 like  many  of  you,  will  be  here,  listening  to  the  rain  speaking  to  the  palms,  seeing  the 
excited  faces  of  children  who  have  come  from  far  away  places  to  have  their  firs.  North 
American  Christmas,  perhaps  their  most  memorable  with  a Christmas  tree jand  toys 
and  a real  home  at  last,  with  a rainbow  of  lights  sparkling  m their  eyes  as  hey  watt 
down  this  little  street  of  ours,  dreaming  of  a better  life,  possible  here  where  they 
been  given  the  promise  of  freedom,  the  most  magical  gift  of  all...  PAZ.. 


OPEN  7 DAYS 
MON-THUR  9-8 
FRI  9-9 

SAT-SUN  10-6:30 

LOWEST  PRICES^  I Session  St 

MONDAY  SENIOR  CITIZENS  DISCOUNT  30%»Excepi  Mattresses  and  New  Items 


Give  yourself 
a Computer 
for  Christmas  !! 


3370  - 24th  Street 
San  Francisco,  CA  94110 


THE  ELVES  offer: 

• Complete  PC  Systems 

• Training  & Installation 

• Free  Productivity  Software 

• 1-year  Guarantee 

Prices  begin  at  $599.00. 

CALL  NOW!! 

824-4418 
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ALL  TYPES  OF 

CONTACT  LENSES  INCLUDING: 

• EXTENDED  WEAR 
• ASTIGMATIC 
• TINTED  SOFT  LENSES 
• GAS  PERMEABLE  HARD  LENSES 


DESIGNER  EYEGLASSES 
NO  LINE  BIFOCALS 
FACETED  LENSES 


OR  BARRY  M.  SMITH 

eye  examinations  Medi-Cal  Insurance ; 

861-6611  s 

3199  16th  at  Guerrero  San  Francisco 


MISSION I 24™  ST 

CAl  L 

647-6999 

Ace  Hi  Hea&k  Tfwtfa 


'ERBAS  MEXICAN  AS 


FRESH  SQUEEZED  FRUITS  • VEGETABLE  JUICES  • FROZEN  YOGURT 


H SQU 


Bronson  Edgar  Case  Products  • Natural  Cosmetics  • 
N^ura1  Footwear  • Homeopathic  Products  • Fine  Selection 
Ot  Vitamins  And  Proteins 


. Shoe  Sale  - Birkenstock,  Shacti 

2863  Mission  (Near  BART)  San  Francisco 


A VIEW  FROM  THE  BAY 

- by  Nick  Homsfelt 

About  fifteen  years  ago  a friend  took  me  to  my  first  disco.  Buzb/s  on  Polk  Street. 
Buzb/s  was  like  nothing  this  country  boy  had  ever  seen  before.  Lights  Hashed 
everywhere,  the  music  was  so  loud  trying  to  order  a drink  was  an  ordeal,  a hundred 
guys  were  dancing  with  each  other  and  it  was  only  10:30  on  a Sunday  morning. 
Welcome  to  San  Francisco! 

The  City  really  was  Oz  in  the  ’70’s,  everyone  was  young  and  anything  was  possible; 
no  cowardly  lions  in  this  crowd!  As  is  the  nature  of  youth,  there  was  a sense  that  we 
were  immmortal,  tomorrow  was  not  our  worry!  Of  course,  that  was  a lie.  Occasionally, 
if  you  dare  to  look  into  the  faces  of  the  bdraggled  ghosts  populating  our  streets,  you’ll 
recognize  some  who  simply  "stayed  too  long  at  the  fair".  The  gay  newspapers  print  lists 
of  names  week  after  week  in  memory  of  friends  for  whom  tomorrow  is  no  longer  an 
option.  We’ve  gotten  used  to  those  lists,  and  that  in  itself  is  scary. 


Thomas 

AI  IORNEY  AT  LAW 

the  Edward  Coleman  House 

1701  Franklin  St.  at  California 
San  Francisco,  CA  94109 


FREE  CONSULTATION 

PERSONAL  INJURY  PRACTICE  INVOLVING 
SERIOUS  PHYSICAL  INJURY  CASES 
ACCIDENTS  AND 
EARING  HAZARDOUS  BUILDINGS 

(415)771-7111 


CASA  VALENCIA 

Beautifully  maintained  furnished  rooms 
for  rent  in  the  sunny  Mission. 

24  hour  security.  Full  time  manager. 
Telephone  answering  service. 

Laundry  and  day  rooms. 

Close  to  shopping  and  all  forms  of 
public  transportation.  All  utilities 
included,  except  telephone. 

For  more  information  call  861-2533. 


But  damn  it,  I liked  dancing  til’  dawn.  1 liked  playing  Peter  Pan  on  a romp  and 
you  can  "bet  the  Buick,  Mabel",  1 resent  like  hell  having  all  the  memories  of  fun  and 
boundless  energy  that  are  the  ’70s  overshadowed  by  the  specter  of  disease,  greed  and 
paranoia  that  has  come  to  represent  the  ’80’s!  That’s  why  I juped  at  the  chance  to 
review  "View  From  the  Bay"  by  writer/composcr  Scott  Champlain. 

Scott,  himself  battling  AIDS,  was  quoted  as  saying "...  if  you  can  complete  one  thing 
- you’ve  done  something  with  your  life.  You’ve  justified  your  life."  Then  I found  out 
Scott  is  only  thirty  years  old  and  I thought  "What  could  this  kid  possibly  have  to  say? 

I arrived  at  the  theater  somewhat  skeptical. 

Twelve  songs,  two  reprises  and  not  a few  tears  later  this  38  year-old  pompous  ass 
left  with  his  emotions  wide  open  and  some  wonderful  memories  evoked.  "View  From 
The  Bay"  is  funny,  tender,  lovingly  written  and  performed,  racy,  risque  and  leaves  an 
audience  enriched.  If  this  is  what  thater  is  about,  Scott’s  life  is  justified. 

The  story  is  told  through  three  characters:  May  1,  played  by  Mykel  j.  Mcngert  as 
the  "guppy"  (gay  urban  professional);  Man  2,  Todd  Menard,  the  South  of  Market 
leather  man;  and  Man  3,  Bob  Sokol,  the  "I  Chose  to  be  Liza"  drag  queen.  Each  man 
is  his  part.  They  play  off,  to  and  around  each  other  delightfully. 

Opening  on  a Saturday  night  - Castro  style  in  1977,  each  man  follows  his  own 
particular  "natural  bent".  Bob  Sokol  sings  "Saturday  Pretense"  with  lifesize  cutouts  of 
James  Dean  and  Clint  Eastwood  as  the  patrons  (a  pure  howl  while  the  men  sing  about 
"Saturday  Night  Crusing". 

Mykel  Mengert  bittersweetly  explains  "There’s  A Man",  and  the  1977  evening  ends 
with  Mykel  and  Todd  Menard  singing  a beautiful  and  touching  song,  "One  Night 
Stand/Falling". 

The  next  scene  is  1978  and  the  men  are  experiencing  "Changes".  Todd  is  worried 
about  a continuous  series  of  illnesses  that  the  doctors  can’t  seem  to  check  or  identify 
in  "Wonder  What  They’ll  Say  Is  Wrong".  Written,  I suspect,  as  a tribute  to  Scott’s 
mother,  Bob  has  a session  with  his  analyst  describing  his  emergence  as  a drag  queen. 

The  last  scene  is  1980...  and  beyond,  the  closing  number  is  "Under  the  Rainbow", 
an  anthem  of  strength  and  unity  in  the  face  of  a reality  that  is,  by  no  means,  Oz.  "Under 
the  Rainbow"  is  Scott  Thomas  Champlain  touching  his  audience  and  leaving  them 
changed,  for  the  change  he  invokes  he  deserves  our  gratitude.If  you  remember  San 
Francisco  in  the  ’70’s  go  see  "View  From  The  Bay".  If  you’re  in  love,  take  your  lover 
to  see  "View  From  The  Bay".  If  you’ve  lost  someone  you’ve  loved,  take  your  memories 
and  go  see  "View  From  The  Bay . If  your  sense  of  gay-lesbian-human  pride  has  gotten 
a little  rusty,  go  see  "View  From  The  Bay". 

"View  From  The  Bay”  is  produced  by  Charles  Zukow  and  will  be  playing  at  Theater 
Rhinoceros  Studio  Thursday  through  Sunday  until  December  18.  Tickets  are  $10.00 
and  can  be  charged  by  phone  by  calling  the  theater  at  861-5079. 
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100,000  Vote  for  Prop  U 

Tenants  Flex  Voting  Muscle 

Tenants  made  their  voices  heard — loudly — this  election,  knocking  off  a tenant  nemesis  on  the  Board 
of  Supervisors,  electing  two  new  supervisors  committed  to  vacancy  rent  control,  and  worrying  the  two 
anti-tenant  supervisors,  who  Finished  last  and  next-to-last  among  those  elected.  Despite  being  outspent 
by  realtors  by  forty  to  one , over  100,000  voters  picked  through  the  distortions  and  voted  for 
Proposition  U,  not  buying  realtor  arguments  that  vacancy  rent  control  is  not  in  tenants’  best  interests. 
And  strong  vacancy  control  supporter  Harry  Britt  won  election  as  Board  President.  The  Bay  Guardian 
said  of  the  election:  “The  big  winner  may  well  have  been  the  San  Francisco  tenants  movement... The 
election  results  should  send  a clear  message  to  the  mayor  and  supervisors:  defy  the  tenant  movement  at 
your  own  peril.”  The  Progress  called  the  election  a “defeat  for  real  estate  interests  and  the  Chronicle 
wrote  that  the  results  “give  Agnos  the  support  he  needs  to  limit  rents  on  vacant  apartments.''  Obviously 
the  tenant  movement  is  at  one  of  its  strongest  points  in  SF  and  the  battle  for  real  rent  control  continues 
against  a wounded  landlord  lobby. 


Rents  Rising: 
SF  Average  $955 

While  the  average  rent  for  a two  bedroom 
apartment  in  the  Bay  Area  is  about  $700,  the 
average  rent  for  a similar  apartment  in  San 
Francisco  is  $955,  this  according  to  a survey  by 
the  Bay  Area  Council  of  advertised  apartment  rates 
in  the  Bay  Area,  and  a survey  of  the  same  rents  in 
San  Francisco  by  the  Tenants  Union. 

The  TU  also  found  that  average  rents  for  studios 
is  $550  and  one  bedroom  apartments  average  at 
$725  per  month.  These  rents— which  are  probably 
on  the  low  side — demonstrate  how  most  tenants 
in  the  city  can  not  afford  to  move  from  their 
present  apartment  and  that  families  need  to  be 
making  $40,000  a year  to  rent  and  still  be  within 
government  guidelines  of  spending  25  to  30 
percent  of  their  income  on  housing. 

The  Council  report  showed  that  rents  are  rising 
in  the  area  after  a period  of  relative  stability. 
Thomas  Cook,  the  Council  Director,  said:  “It 
appears  that  the  years  of  rent  stability  have  come 
to  an  end... There  is  a real  possibility  that  the  Bay 
Area  may  enter  another  period  of  substantial  rent 
increases.” 

Among  the  manv  false  arguments  landlords  and 
realtors  used  against  vacancy  rent  control  in  the 
last  election  was  that  vacancy  rent  control  would 
destroy  the  availability  of  low  cost  housing,  thus 
driving  many  low  and  moderate  income  families 
out  of  the  city. 

The  logic  of  the  argument  was  particularly 
difficult  to  understand,  following  along  the  lines 
of  that  if  landlords  couldn’t  charge  what  they 
wanted  for  rents,  then  rents  would  go  down  and.- 
then  they’d  have  no  choice  but  to  rent  only  to 
those  with  the  highest  incomes.  Others,  then, 
would  be  driven  from  the  city.  Of  course,  this 
argument— that  San  Francisco  is  quickly  becoming 
a city  of  the  upper  class,  the  only  ones  who  can 
afford  to  live  here — is  perhaps  one  of  the  greatest 
arguments  for  vacancy  rent  control,  for  without 
some  control  on  apartments  becoming  vacant,  the 
rents  are  allowed  to  skyrocket  and  when  the  time 
comes  that  someone  needs  to  move  they  find  they 
can  no  longer  afford  to  live  in  the  city.  Perhaps 
realtor  Richard  Bodisco  said  it  best:  “The  people 
who  can’t  afford  San  Francisco  rents  should  seek 
another  place  to  rest  their  heads.  ” 


As  is  so  often  the  case,  the  facts  are  probably  the 
best  argument  for  vacancy  control  and  the  simple 
fact  is  that  San  Francisco  becoming  a city  where 
only  the  riches  canlive  is  not  so  much  something 
to  prevent,  but  something  to  deal  with  now — 
because  it 's  already  bee  <>me  that  way. 

The  campaign  coverage  of  vacancy  rent  control 
in  the  Chronicle  and  Examiner  was  extremely 
biased  towards  landlords  and  realtors  (among  their 
biggest  advertisers),  yet  unknowingly,  both  news- 
papers publish  daily  one  of  the  strongest  argu- 
ments for  vacancy  rent  control:  if  you  had  to 
move  from  your  apartment  today,  you  probably 
couldn't  afford  a new  one.  Unfortunately,  most 
renters  don’t  read  this  section  until  it’s  too  late  for 
them — it’s  the  classifieds,  the  “Apartments — San 
Francisco”  section.  Just  take  a look  through 
it — try  to  find  an  apartment  which  you  can  afford, 
which  is  in  a neighborhood  of  your  choice,  which 
is  large  enough  for  you  to  live  in,  and  you’ll  be 
quite  discouraged. 


Outspent  40  to  1 , 
Prop  U Loses 

Renters  lost  a battle  but  may  have  moved  a little 
closer  to  winning  the  war  as  a result  of  the 
November  election.  While  the  vacancy  control 
initiative  Prop  U was  defeated,  pro-landlord 
Supervisors  John  Molinari  and  Carol  Ruth  Silver 
have  been  replaced  by  Angela  Alioto  and  Terence 
Hallman  who  have  promised  to  support  a wa- 
tered-down vacancy  control  measure. 

And  the  Prop  U campaign  afforded  valuable 
experience  in  the  event  that  any  legislation  is 
opposed  by  landlords  on  the  ballot  next  year. 

Citywide,  4& of  San  Franciscans  voted  YES  on 
Proposition  U.  As  expected,  the  measure  did 
worst  in  areas  west  of  Twin  Peaks  where  most 
residents  are  homeowners.  It  also  fared  poorly  in 
Bayview-Hunter’s  Point,  reflecting  both  the  pro- 
landlord  position  of  Assembly  Speaker  Willie 
Brown  who  cut  a deal  with  real  estate  interests  to 


You  are  a tenant  in  the  city,  and  you  are  paying 
45  percent  of  your  incoome  into  rent.  You  have 
two  children,  and  you  live  in  a two  bedroom 
apartment.  One  evening,  as  you  are  relaxing  after  a 
hard  day  at  work,  your  landlord  comes  and  knocks 
on  your  door.  Being  a friendly  sort,  you  let  him  in. 
He  sits  down  and  tells  you  that  you  are  his  favorite 
tenant.  He  appreciates  the  fact  that  you  always 
pay  your  rent  on  time,  and  then  he  tells  you  how 
broken  up  he  is  that  he  is  going  to  have  to  raise 
your  rent  $200  He  explains  that  he  is  having 
trouble  paying  off  his  mortgage,  and  that  the  cost 
of  maintenance  and  utilities  are  going  up.  Because 
he  likes  you  so  much  though,  he  has  decided  to 
raise  your  rent  only  $200  and  not  the  full  20 
percent  he  would  really  need  to  keep  up  with  the 
times. 

What  Do  You  Do 

(A)  Sniffle  into  your  handkerchief,  pat  him  on 
the  shoulder,  and  beg  him  to  take  the  full  20 
percent,  feeling  lucky  that  you  have  the  only 
landlord  with  a heart  in  the  city. 

(B)  Tell  him  you  understand  and  will  pay  the  18 
percent  increase 

(C)  Tell  him  that  you  think  there  is  rent  control 
in  the  city  and  will  need  to  check  it  out. 

(D)  Tell  him  that  you  know  he's  making  a killing 
off  the  building,  and  can  just  go  take  his  sob  story 
somewhere  else 

Which  Is  The  Right  Response? 

The  chances  are  that  D”  is  the  best  answer. 
The  purpose  of  this  article  is  to  help  explain  why 
Landlords  can  often  make  it  appear  that  they  are 
not  making  much  profit  off  “their”  building, 
when  in  actual  fact  they  are  doing  very  well  for 
themselves.  They  do  this  by  buying  a building  and 
then  getting  you,  the  tenant,  to  pay  off  their 
mortgage  for  them.  In  the  meantime  they  are 
making  money  in  many  other  ways.  It  is  important 


Pro-tenant 
Supes  Win 

For  the  first  time  in  San  Francisco  history,  City 
Hall  finds  itself  under  the  sway  of  a pro  Vacancy 
Rent  Control  regime.  With  the  stunning  election 
of  two  new  progressive  members  to  the  SF  Board 
of  Supervisors,  the  unlamented  departure  of  two 
baddies,  local  renters  awoke  smiling  November 
9th.  Both  a majority  of  the  Supervisors  and  the 
Mayor  are  now,  at  long  last,  pledged,  honest-to- 
god-and-hope-to-die,  to  pass  some  form  of  rent 
control  on  vacant  apartments 

In  the  almost  ten  years  since  the  advent  of  rent 
“stabilization,”  vacancy  control  has  been  the  big 
garbanzo  tangled  just  out  of  reach,  and  tragically 
snatched  away  twice  by  former  Mayor  Feinstein’s 
veto.  Then  the  shattering  70  percent  victory  of  Art 
Agnos  on  a high  profile  pro  vacancy  control 
campaign  in  1987  was  tragically  sabotaged  by  the 
ultimate  flake-out  by  the  ultimate  flake:  Carol  Ruth 

Coot,  on  Page  2 


for  tenants  to  know  how  landlording  works,  so 
they  will  not  be  fooled  into  thinking  they  owe  the 
landlord  something.  As  a general  rule  of  thumb, 
landlords  are  not  doing  you  a favor,  even  if  they 
try'  to  make  it  seem  as  if  they  are  They  wouldn’t 
be  in  the  business  if  they  didn't  knowr  that  they 
could  make  lots  of  money  from  it 

Rents  are  but  a small  part  of  how  a landlord 
makes  money  off  of  property.  The  real  reason 
property  is  bought  for  profit  is  not  the  profit 
brought  by  the  rent  you  pay,  rather  it’s  the  tax 
breaks  landlords  receive  as  well  as  the  huge  profits 
which  are  gained  through  equity,  property  appre- 
ciation and  speculation 

Rent  merely  provides  a landlord  with  financing 
to  benefit  from  the  real  moneymakers. 

Net  Income 

Let’s  start  off  with  the  basics  of  “net  income. 
When  a landlord  buys  a building,  s/ht  will  usually 
pay  just  a small  amount  of  money  at  first — the 
downpayment  . The  rest  of  the  money  for  the 
landlord's  investment  comes  from  the  bank — the 
mortgage.  From  a landlord  s perspective,  the 
beauty  of  owning  property  is  that  with  a small 
initial  investment  the  doors  are  opened  to  huge 
profits,  since  the  tenants  assume  the  mortgage 
payments  through  their  rents. 

Monthly  rents  provide  landlords  with  a steady 
source  of  income,  which  for  the  landlord  is  called 
gross  income.  From  this  gross  income,  the  lan- 
dlord deducts  mortgage  payments,  property  taxes, 
and  operating  expenses  (utilities,  maintenance, 
etc.).  This  provides  the  landlord  s net  income  In 
most  cases,  the  largest  part  of  a landlord  s 
expenses — mortgage  payments  and  property  tax- 
es—don’t  change  from  year  to  year.  When  a 
landlord  starts  complaining  about  inflation,  keep 
in  mind  that  only  the  operating  costs— 5-35 
percent  of  his/her  expenses — are  actually  subject 
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Silver  removed  herself — as  a realtor  from  any 
votes  on  vacancy  control.  The  majority  on  the 
Board  of  Supes  had  disappeared  like  the  sun  in  the 
Sunset  on  a foggy  day 

But  hey. ..isn't  it  sweet?  Only  months  after 
removing  herself  from  tenant  votes,  tenant  votes 
helped  remove  Carol  Ruth  from  the  board  and  she 
became  the  only  incumbent  defeated  since  1982. 
Meanwhile,  John  ' The  Mole"  Molinari  slithered 
off  the  board  after  his  brutal  crushing  under  the 
heel  of  Agnos  in  the  87  Mayoral  dustup. 

Behold  the  Brave  New  Board,  we  count  7,  yes, 
seven  votes  for  stronger  tenant  legislation — one 
more  than  needed  for  passage:  Britt,  Walker, 
Ward,  Hallinan,  Kennedy,  Alioto,  and  Nelder.  If 
Gonzalez  gets  religion,  then  it’s  8 biggies. 

Now.  much  to  our  pleasant  surprise  on  the 
morning  after  the  election,  it  s the  Realtors  who 
have  the  hangover.  Supervisor  Harry  Britt,  long- 
time tenants  rights  pal,  is  now  President  Harry. 
Getting  the  most  votes  makes  him  President  of  the 
Board  Just  behind  Harry  in  the  Supervisorial 
sweepstakes  were  the  two  new  Supes  bethrothed 
to  vacancy  control:  Angela  Alioto  and  Terrence 
Hallinan,  followed  by  longtime  vacancy  control 
supporter  Willie  B Kennedy.  At  the  sad  end  of  the 
list  of  winners  are  two  losers  (renter-rights-wise): 
Hsieh  and  Gonnzalez.  But— don't  leave  town  yet. 
According  to  the  Bay  Guardian  reporter  Jim 
Balderston,  Sup.  Jim  Gonzalez  now  muses:  "I  am 
in  an  open  and  reflective  mood  concerning  a 
number  of  issues,  including  vacancy  control.’’ 
Like  Aristotle  "Contemplating  the  Bust  of  Homer" 
in  the  Rembrandt  painting,  Gonzalez  is  contem- 
plating the  bust  of  his  campaign,  as  the  only 
Hispanic  on  the  board,  in  Lation/renter  areas  like 
the  Mission,  where  Gonzalez  ran  a straggling  fifth 
and  where  Vacancy  Control  cleaned  up  with  ease. 

Our  longtime  supporter  Pat  Norman  again 
finished  out  of  the  money  (in  more  ways  than  one) 
but  merited  credit  for  fighting  the  good  fight.  But, 
more  good  news:  former  Supe  and  rent  control 
enemy  Lee  Dolson,  despite  a known  name  and 
downtown  dollar  delivery,  finished  in  the  losing 
pack.  Further  down  in  the  pack  we  find  Chuck 
Lantz,  a friend  of  good  rent  control  doing  okay  on 
his  first  try  as  a political  unknown.  Other  triends 
of  people’s  rent  control  such  as  Nix,  Graziano, 


Hedgecoke  and  Ryan  occupied  the  usual  "pro- 
test/left" candidate  slots  in  the  rear,  but  garnered 
many  thousands  of  votes  in  total. 

So  we  should  wake  up  and  smell  the  coffee:  we 
won,  and  we  won  big.  To  be  sure,  we  haven’t  (yet) 
died  and  gone  to  heaven.  To  be  sure.  Prop  U was 
outscored  (and  outspent  by  a margin  of  40  to  1). 
But  more  than  100,000  votes  for  it  ain’t  chopped 
liver. 

The  task  at  hand  is  to  shift  to  the  legislative 
arena  and  push  the  new  liberal  Board  to  pass  real 
rent  control  for  the  first  time  in  local  history. 
There  is  no  reason  that  the  city  that  knows  how  to 
vote  more  liberal/progressive  than  any  other 
American  city  in  election  after  election  has  to  have 
such  a pitiful  rent  situation.  We  need  to  press  the 
Supes  and  the  new  Agnos  Rent  Board  to  pass  new 
control  on  the  pass-through  of  capital  improve- 
ments and  evictions.  The  honeymoon  for  Mayor 
An  is  over!  Is  this  guy  a flake,  a fluke  or  a friend? 
Dear  Mayor  Agnos: 

We  have  read  your  book  now  read  our  Ups.  The 
tenants  of  this  town  want,  need  and  demand 
strong  vacancy  control  in  1989 — with  registra- 
tion to  make  it  really  work.  Allowing  a 14  percent 
increase  when  the  apartment  is  vacated  (as  under 
the  old  Britt/Kopp  amendment)  is  a cruel  joke.  The 
annual  increase  for  apartments  with  zero  occu- 
pants should  be  zero. 

Join  with  the  SF  Tenants  Union  Legislative 
Committee  to  develop  a strategy  to  bring  a truly 
progressive  housing  voice  to  City  Hall.  Next 
meeting:  December  7,  7:30  PM,  558  Capp  St.  If 
you  want  to  get  on  the  mailing  list  to  learn  about 
the  beautiful  battles  to  come,  write  to  SFTU  at  558 
Capp,  SF,  CA  94110  or  leave  your  name  at 
282-6622. 

So  therefore,  congratulations  to  Britt,  Hallinan, 
Alioto  and  Kennedy  on  their  victories.  Also  to 
Senate  Pres.  David  Roberti  on  the  victory  of  Prop 
84,  the  homeless/housing  bond  issue,  which  was 
passed  with  huge  margins  in  SF,  of  course  (as  did 
Prop  95,  another  housing  finance  measure  which, 
however,  failed  statewide). 

And  finally,  congratulations  to  the  tenant  voters 
of  SF  for  scoring  a victory— a lasting  vistory  we 
can  only  hope. 

by  Michael  Harney 


Tenants  Flex  Voting  Muscle 
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preserve  the  Board  of  Supervisors  by  opposing 
Proposition  O and  the  scarcity  of  black  tenant 
organizations  in  a city  where  10,000  blacks  were 
removed  by  gentrification  over  a ten  year  period. 

But  the  failure  of  the  measure  was  most  evident 
in  the  so-called  "liberal"  areas  of  the  city  such  as 
the  Haight,  Castro  and  North  Beach.  Prop.  U 
actually  lost  in  several  Haight-Ashbury  precincts 
and  received  less  than  6$»of  the  vote  in  that 
neighborhood.  Results  were  also  disappointing  in 
renter  strongholds  like  Bernal  Heights  and  Potrero 
Hill. 

Apparantly,  many  renters  were  tricked  by  the 
$800,000  campaign  waged  by  the  likes  of  indicted 
New  York  billionaire  Leona  Helmsley  and  a cabal 
of  local  slumlords,  condo  converters  and  gentri- 
fiers.  Abandoning  all  pretense  of  defending  their 
position  as  landlords,  the  No  on  U campaign,  run 
by  Quentin  Kopp  creature  Jack  Davis,  promised 
that  if  the  measure  was  passed,  landlords  would 
break  the  law  and/or  find  other  ways  to  retaliate 
against  their  tenants.  A Berkeley  property  owner, 
attending  one  No  on  U rally  advised  that  landlords 
should  discriminate  against  the  poor,  Apartment 
House  Association  president  Joe  Bravo  suggested 
to  the  Democratic  Central  Committee  that  New 
York  landlords  opposed  to  rent  controls  resorted 
to  arson  and,  of  course,  voters  were  bombarded 
with  advertisements  that  routine  maintenance 
costs  would  be  "passed  through"  to  tenants. 

The  inability  of  tenants  to  respond  was  the  fault 
of  both  Prop.  U and  a few  high-profile  liberals. 
The  Prop.  U campaign  never  achieved  the  fund- 
raising capacity  to  answer  the  landlords’  lies  and 
the  media  again  exhibited  its  bias...  making  it  clear 
that  protection  of  the  real  estate  advertising  takes 
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precedent  over  fair  coverage  of  housing  issues,  not 
only  on  the  editorial  page  but  in  reportage  as  well. 
(The  Bay  Guardian  and  several  neighborhood 
newspapers  did  support  Prop.  U and  the  Inde- 
pendent, while  opposing  it,  did  offer  editorial 
reply.  By  contrast,  the  Examiner  editorial  falsely 
stated  that  the  measure  contained  a registration 
provision  that  would  cost  taxpayers  $43  million.) 

But  even  more  damaging  were  the  actions  of 
Mayor  Art  Agnos,  Supervisors  Harry  Britt  and 
Nancy  Walker  and  Affordable  Housing  Alliance 
head  Mitchell  Omerberg.  Statements  by  Agnos  and 
Omerberg,  who  opposed  Prop.  U,  were  repeated 
in  the  media  and  in  advertising  along  with 
photographs  of  Walker  and  Britt,  who  took  no 
position  on  the  initiative  but  did  not  complain 
about  the  misrepresentation  of  their  views.  Many 
tenants  in  places  like  the  Haight  and  Castro  did  not 
read  the  voter’s  handbook  or  Bay  Guardian  and 
cast  their  vote  based  on  a No  on  U mailer  showing 
these  people  not  supporting  Proposition  U. 

The  1988  election  showed  Americans  and  San 
Franciscans  to  be  clearly  becoming  more  and  more 
ignorant  at  the  same  time  as  the  impact  of 
one-sided  campaign  advertising  increases...  a 
trend  which  is  certain  to  aggravate  the  gap 
between  the  rich  and  poor. 

Even  so,  ignorance  and  money  weren’t  enough 
to  save  the  political  career  of  Supervisor  Silver.  By 
keeping  the  issue  alive.  Prop.  U ensured  Silver’s 
defeat,  a fact  that  she  acknowledged  in  a bitter 
denunciation  of  "voracious"  renters  with  the 
audacity  to  object  to  her  sellout  to  the  real  estate 
interests.  It  is  worth  noting,  however,  that  the 
ultimate  beneficiary  was  not  Hallinan  or  Alioto  but 
Jim  Gonzalez,  who  would  have  been  turned  out  if 
Silver  had  been  re-elected.  By  Brlan  Doohan 
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Owner  Occupancy 
RB  Ruling 

This  case  involves  a petition  brought  before  the 
Rent  Board  by  two  tenants,  who  claimed  that  rent 
increases  by  their  landlord  were  invalid  as  they 
were  well  above  the  limits  imposed  by  the  Rent 
Control  Ordinance.  The  landlord  maintained  the 
increases  were  legal  as  he  was  an  occupant  of  the 
building  and  that  because  one  unit  was  vacant  it 
was  thus  an  owner  occupied  building  with  four  or 
fewer  rental  units  and  exempt  from  the  Rent  Control 
law.  The  building  in  question  contained  five  rental 
units,  three  of  which  were  rented  out,  one  vacant, 
and  the  fifth  unit  occupied  by  the  landlord  since 
October  of  1987.  However,  as  a part-owner  of  a 
business  in  England,  he  is  frequently  out  of  the 
country  and  spends  very  little  time  at  the  apartment 
he  occupies  in  the  building. 

This  case  is  significant  in  that  the  Rent  Board 
found  for  the  tenants  and  rejected  the  rent  increases 
on  two  grounds:  First,  the  Board  held  that  the  fact 
that  a unit  was  vacant  "it  still  exists  as  a separate 
and  distinct  unit  that  has  been  rented  in  the  past  and 
could  be  rented  again,"  and  thus  did  not  qualify  the 
building  as  having  four  or  fewer  units.  Secondly, 
the  Board  ruled  that  because  the  landlord  was  away 
from  the  apartment  so  often  "the  landlord’s  occu- 
pancy has  been  both  too  brief  and  too  sporadic  to 
be  considered  continuous’  Being  present  for 
2 Vi  weeks  in  October,  two  weeks  in  December  and 
2 Vi  weeks  in  March  does  not  constitute  residency 
for  six  continuous  months  as  required  by  the  Ordi- 
nance.” 

The  landlord  was  ordered  to  reimburse  the  tenants 
for  the  increases  paid  and  to  pay  for  the  tenants 
filing  costs.  No  appeal  was  made  by  the  landlord. 


CAMPAIGN  SPENDING 

The  recently  filed  campaign  reports  show  where 
the  money  is.  Vacancy  Control  88,  the  committee 
for  Proposition  U,  reported  receiving  $17,200  by 
October  22  and  having  expenses  equal  to  that. 

The  No  on  U Committee  reported  for  the  same 
period  an  income  of  $564,800  (this  has  since 
climbed  to  almost  $800,000)  and  expenditures  of 
$543,900.  The  main  contributors  to  the  realtors 
campaign  were: 

ParkMerced  Management  (Helmsley,  NY) 
$75,000 

Golden  Gateway  Center  3 1 ,350 
Meridian  Management  Group  34,700 
R&B  Management  Co.  (Los  Angeles)  25,000 
SF  Board  of  Realtors  20,800 
Muir  Partners  (Los  Angeles)  18,000 
This  is  only  a partial  list.  Most  contributors 
didn’t  give  their  occupation  or  employer  which  is 
in  violation  of  reporting  requirements.  The  Board 
of  Realtors  listed  its  occupation  as  "Insurance. " 

If  you  want  a complete  list  of  contributors  (is 
your  landlord  on  it?)  send  $10  along  with  your 
name  and  address  to  Vacancy  Control  88,  c/o 
SFTU,  558  Capp  St.,  SF,  CA  94 1 10 


The  Tenant  Times  is  published  by  the  San 
Francisco  Tenants  Union,  558  Capp  St.,  San 
Francisco,  CA  94110  (415)282-6622.  Contributors 
to  this  issue  include  Brian  Doohan,  Ted  Gullick- 
sen,  Michael  Harney,  Jim  Lange,  Roger  Levin,  and 
Jean  Turk. 
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Living  Lightly 


This  column  is  to  help  renters  lessen  the 
environmental  impact  they  have  on  their  homes 
and  this  planet.  Our  first  subject  is  on  how  to 
reduce  the  use  of  toxics  in  the  home.  Use  of 
commercial  cleaners,  pesticides  and  aerosols  pro- 
mote the  continued  production  of  these  chemicals 
and  the  pollution  of  our  environment. 

Most  household  cleaning  tasks  can  be  achieved 
by  having  on  hand  these  basics,  vinegar,  soap, 
baking  soda,  washing  soda,  borax  and  ammonia.  A 
word  of  caution — even  these  substances  can  be 
harmful  if  misused. 

CARPETS:  To  clean  and  deodorize,  mix  two 
parts  commeal  with  one  part  borax;  sprinkle 
liberally  and  leave  it  for  one  hour;  vacuum.  For 
tougher  stains,  try  blotting  with  vinegar  and  soapy 
water. 

DRAINS:  Never  put  grease  down  a drain— 
never.  Always  use  the  drain  sieve.  Once  a week, 
mix  one  cup  baking  soda,  one  cup  salt  and 
one-quarter  cup  cream  of  tartar.  Pour  a quarter 
cup  of  this  mixture  into  the  drain  and  then  pour  a 
pot  of  boiling  water  down  after  it;  flush  the  drain 
with  cold  water.  This  might  seem  like  a bother  to 
do  once  a week,  but  with  a little  preparation  it  can 
be  done  quickly  and  without  chemicals.  For  a 
clogged  drain,  try  pouring  in  one-quarter  cup  of 
baking  soda  followed  by  one-half  of  a cup  of 
vinegar;  close  the  drain  until  the  fizzing  stops  and 
then  flush  with  boiling  water.  If  this  won’t  work 
you  might  have  to  use  chemicals  or  call  a plumber. 
Never  use  a coat  hanger  to  unclog  the  pipe — you 
could  be  liable  for  any  damage  to  the  plumbing. 

TUB  & TILE:  Most  bathroom  cleaners  contain 
chlorine.  This  is  one  of  the  most  dangerous 
chemicals  found  in  city  sewers.  Don't  use  it,  or 
buy  half  of  what  you  buy  now.  For  most  bathroom 
cleaning,  use  a firm-brisded  brush  with  either 
baking  soda  and  hot  water  or  a mild,  all-purpose 
cleaner. 

ALL  PURPOSE  CLEANER:  Mix  one  gallon  of 
hot  water  with  one-quarter  cup  of  sudsy  ammonia 


and  one-quarter  cup  of  vinegar  plus  one  taDie- 
spoon  of  baking  soda.  This  mixture  can  be  used  on 
all  surfaces  and  when  rinsed  with  water  it  does  an 
effective  job.  Use  gloves  and  don’t  mix  this 
solution  with  other  substances  —especially  chlo- 
rine bleach.  Caution*.  Bleach  and  ammonia 
form  an  extremely  toxic  gas! 

OVENS:  Use  the  all-purpose  cleaner,  sprinkle 
insides  with  baking  soda,  use  gloves  and  scrub. 
Another  oven  cleaner  is  ammonia.  Please  note  the 
caution  above.  This  cleaner  is  to  be  used  alone. 
Place  one-quarter  cup  of  ammonia  in  a shallow 
glass  pan  (no  aluminum  please).  Add  a bit  of  water 
to  cover  the  bottom  of  the  pan.  Heat  the  oven  for 
20  minutes,  turn  it  off  and  place  your  glass  pan  in 
the  oven  over  night.  Baked  on  dirt  will  be 
loosened,  and  the  oven  can  be  cleaned  with  baking 
soda. 

DISHES:  Dissolve  soap  flakes  in  hot  water.  Add 
vinegar  to  dish  water  for  tough  grease. 

MIRRORS,  GLASS  & WINDOWS:  Wash  with 
simple  soap  and  water;  rinse  with  solution  of  one 
part  vinegar  to  four  parts  water.  I make  this  up  and 
keep  some  in  a handy  spray  bottle.  Newspaper, 
when  loosely  crumpled,  also  makes  a fine  window 
cleaner.  It  won’t  streak  and  it’s  good  for  hard  to 
reach  windows. 

LAUNDRY:  Use  soap — detergents  are  non- 

biodegradable.  Because  detergents  leave  a residue, 
you  must  rinse  clothes  with  about  one-third  cup 
of  washing  soda  (sodium  carbonate)  before  you 
convert  to  soap.  Just  run  your  laundry  through  the 
washer  using  the  washing  soda.  Here’s  a recipe  for 
clothes:  one-third  cup  of  washing  soda  (sodium 
carbonate)  is  added  to  the  machine  while  it  is 
filling.  Add  clothes  and  one  and  a half  cups  of 
soap.  If  water  is  hard,  add  one-quarter  cup  soda  or 
vinegar  during  the  first  rinse. 

These  are  just  a few  suggestions  to  get  you 
started  on  low  impact  living.  Next  issue  I’ll  pass 
along  tips  on  low  impact  maintenance  and  repairs 
you  can  do  yourself. 

by  Jean  Turk 


Rents 
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Take  a look  this  Sunday  and  see  for  yourself,  but 
if  you  don’t  get  a chance,  here’s  a few  basics: 

If  you  want  to  live  by  yourself,  the  average  rent 
for  a studio  in  San  Francisco  is  1550  a month,  want 
a larger  space?  How  about  a one  bedroom — that 
would  be  but  $725  a month.  Maybe  you  want  a 
roommate,  or  you’ve  a child,  well  then  you  could 
get  a two  bedroom  for  an  average  of  S955  per 
month. 

There’s  a few  things  to  think  about  in  looking  at 
the  average  apartment  rental  rates  in  San  Francis- 
co. First,  these  are  culled  from  the  want  ads  which 
realtors  are  placing  in  the  paper.  They,  of  course, 
want  the  apartment  to  sound  as  nice  and  as 
inexpensive  as  possible.  Garden  view  can  mean 
you  look  out  on  the  alley  where  weeds  are 
growing  around  the  trash  dumpster,  and  as  many 
of  us  know,  those  1450  studios  just  don’t  seem  to 
exist  anymore  once  we  call  the  realtor.  Since  the 
methods  used  for  this  survey  are  simple  ones,  we 
relied  only  on  the  advertised  prices.  Thus  these 
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figures  are  low;  if  the  ad  said  “1  BR  $550  and  up  ", 
we  counted  it  only  as  $550.  Other  factors  to 
consider  are  that  the  definitions  are  the  realtors’ 
definitions — their  version  of  what  a studio  is  vs.  a 
one-bedroom  can  be  quite  different  than  ours. 
These  factors  make  these  averages  conservatively 
low. 

Another  factor  is  the  neighborhood.  For  exam- 
ple, the  difference  between  a studio  in  Noe  Valley 
and  the  Tenderloin  is  typically  well  over  $100  a 
month;  many  neighborhhods  are  two  to  three 
times  higher  than  the  less  expensive  neighbor- 
hoods. And  there’s  an  awful  lot  of  vacant  apart- 
ments in  marginal  neighborhoods  where  apart- 
ments are  likely  to  be  unsafe  and  unhealthy  and 
vacant  for  good  reasons,  yet  the  scarcity  of 
affordable  housing  keeps  these  units  on  the 
market  and  their  presence  tends  to  substantially 
reduce  the  average  rental  rate  in  the  city.  Keep 
that  in  mind  and  if  you  look  at  the  classifieds 
yourself,  you’ll  see  what  we  mean. 

The  most  important  factor  in  looking  at  a city's 
rental  housing  rates  is  to  compare  rents  as  a 
percentage  of  people’s  income.  The  rule  of 
thumb  is  that  shelter  costs  (housing  and  utilities) 
should  not  exceed  thirty  percent  of  one’s  income. 

It  used  to  be  that  shelter  shouldn’t  exceed  25 
percent  but  our  government  agencies  have  a 
tendency  to  revise  their  standards  and  just  as  5-7 
percent  unemployment  was  deemed  “full”  em- 
ployment some  years  ago,  the  percent  we  pay 
towards  shelter  was  somehow  adjusted  up  some- 
where along  the  line. 


Landlords  Must 
Provide  Heat 

Now  that  winter  is  upon  us,  many  tenants  hav.e 
questions  about  the  heat  in  their  apartments 
about  what  the  law  says  landlords  must  provide 
for  heat  San  Francisco’s  Municipal  Housing  Code 
(Chapter  XII,  Part  II)  says  that  it  is  the  landlord's 
responsibility  to  provide  and  maintain  a minimum 
heat  requirement  in  apartments  and  residential 
hotels. 

Specifically,  Section  707 A of  the  law  says  the 
landlord's  obligation  is  to  provide  heat  capable  of 
maintaining  a room  temperature  of  68  degrees 
Farenheit  at  a point  three  feet  above  the  floor, 
based  upon  an  exterior  temperature  of  thirty  five 
degrees  Farenheit.  This  level  of  heat  shall  be  made 
available  to  each  occupied,  habitable  room  for 
thirteen  hours  between  the  hours  of  5:00  AM  and 
11.  00  AM  and  3:00  PM  and  10.  00  PM 

If  the  landlord  neglects  this  reponsibility  you 
should:  (1)  Notify  your  landlord  in  writing.  If  that 
fails,  you  should:  (2)  Notify  the  Department  u» 


Public  Works  Building  Inspectors  at  558-4505; 
they  are  located  at  Division  of  Apartment  and 
Hotel  Inspection,  450  McAllister  Rm.  302,  San 
Francisco,  CA. 

According  to  the  law  (Section  306)  the  person, 
owner  or  agent  who  violates,  disobeys,  omits, 
neglects,  or  refuses  to  comply  with  the  Housing 
Code,  or  any  order  of  the  Superintendent  or  the 
Director  of  Public  Works,  made  pursuant  to  this 
Code,  shall  be  guilty  of  an  infraction  or  a 
misdemeanor.  If  charged  as  an  infraction,  the 
penalty  upon  conviction  shall  be  not  less  than 
$100  or  more  than  $500.  If  charged  as  a misde- 
meanor, the  penalty  upon  conviction  shall  be  a 
fine  of  not  less  than  $500  or  more  than  $ 1 .000  or 
imprisonment  in  the  county  jail,  not  exceeding  six 
months,  or  both  fine  and  imprisonment. 

If  you’re  having  problems  with  your  heat,  call 
the  Building  Inspector — if  you  continue  to  have 
problems  or  have  questions,  call  the  SFTU. 


JOIN  THE  SFTU 


If  you  wish  to  join  the  TU,  please  fill  out  the 
form  below  and  mail  it  in  with  a check  o:  money 
order  to  the  SFTU  at  558  Capp  Street,  S.F.,  CA, 
94110.  When  we  receive  your  application,  we  ll 
send  you  the  members-only  phone  number  and 
our  Handbook. 

Name: 

Address:  

Phone:  (H) 

(W) 

Zip  Code: 

Landlord’s  Name:  

0 Units  in  Bldg.: 

0 Bedrooms  in  Unit: — 

Current  Rent: 

□ $20  Low  Income 

□ $30  Regular 

□ $40  Household 

□ $60  Sustaining 

I'd  like  to  volunteer  also: 

□ Tenant  Counseling 

□ Newsletter 

□ Legislative  Work 

□ Organizing 

□ Fundraising 

□ Office  work 

□ Outreach 

□ Direct  Action 
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to  inflation.  Generally,  landlords  can't  cut  their 
expenses  in  areas  such  as  the  mortgage  or 
property  taxes,  so  repairs  and  maintenance  are 
what  landlords  who  re  interested  in  maximizing 
their  profits  will  cut. 

Net  income  is  just  a small  pan  of  the  landlord's 
profit— in  fact,  it  is  quite  common  for  a landlord 
to  appear  to  be  losing  money  on  a building— to 
have  a negative  cash  flow — and  yet  still  be  making 
a healthy  profit. 

Tax  Advantages 

The  first  major  tax  advantage  in  real  estate  is  a 
powerful  little  item  called  depreciation.  With 
depreciation,  the  landlord  gets  to  pretend  that  the 
building  is  “wearing  out” — losing  value  over  the 
years.  While  this  theory  may  be  appropriate  when 
applied  to  a car  or  a washing  machine,  it’s  very 
rare  that  a building  would  actually  lose  value  over 
the  life  of  its  20  to  30  year  mortgage. 

Using  “straight-line’’  depreciation,  the  landlord 
can  spread  the  depreciation  equally  over  the 
building’s  “useful  life.’’  Let’s  say  that  the  landlord 
claims  the  building  will  wear  out  in  25  years,  and 
that  its  initial  value  is  $250,000.  The  landlord  can 
deduct  1/25  or  $10,000  from  his/her  income  each 
year  as  if  s/he  were  losing  that  money!  This 
deduction  is  used  to  "shelter’’  other  income  from 
taxes,  so  if  a landlord  earns  $40,000  from  a 
thriving  law  practice,  s/he  would  need  only  to  pay 
taxes  on  $30,000  because  of  this  handy  $10,000 
“loss’’  by  depreciation. 


where  the  landlord  gets  to  deduct  more  during  the 
first  years  of  ownership  and  less  in  later  years. 
This  is  the  most  common  method  since  the 
building  is  often  sold  before  the  lower  deprecia- 
tion rates  come  into  effect. 

Obviously,  this  creates  a situation  where  there 
are  financial  incentives  to  quickly  resell  the 
building,  especially  since  the  new  owner  gets  to 
stan  depreciating  it  all  over  again,  as  if  the 
previous  owner  had  never  before  deducted  the 
appreciation  of  the  building.  In  this  manner,  the 
total  depreciation  on  a building  can  add  up  to 
many  times  the  actual  costs  of  constructing  it. 

Landlords  also  get  other  tax  breaks,  such  as 
being  able  to  write  off  the  mortgage  interest, 
property  taxes,  maintenance  and  repair  costs, 
attorneys  fees  to  evict  tenants  and  the  cost  of 
capital  improvements — sometimes  all  together 
these  will  result  in  a wealthy  landlord  having  to 
pay  absolutely  nothing  in  taxes.  This  is  why  real 
estate  is  such  a popular  investment  among  wealthy 
individuals,  like  doctors,  attorneys  and  business 
executives. 

Property  Sales 

Equity — When  a landlord  buys  a property,  s/he 
will  make  a downpayment  (initial  equity)  and  the 
rest  of  the  payment  for  the  building  is  loaned  by 
the  bank.  These  monthly  mortgage  payments  are 
made  by  the  tenants  in  the  form  of  their  rent.  At 
any  point  in  time,  the  initial  equity  plus  the  part  of 
the  mortgage  which  has  been  paid  off,  and  any 
increased  value  of  the  building  is  called  the  total 
equity.  It  is  not  uncommon  for  landlords  to 
extract  capital  during  their  ownership  through 
refinancing  with  a bank  using  their  equity  as 
collateral,  often  to  buy  more  property.  When  the 
building  is  sold,  the  unpaid  balance  of  the 
mortgage  is  paid  off  and  the  remaining  money 
goes  to  the  landlord  as  profits.  Through  a favora- 
ble capital  gains  tax  rate  (written  into  law  by 
landlords  to  benefit  landlords)  and  various  loop- 
holes available,  the  taxes  on  this  profit  can  easily 
be  avoided,  thus  providing  landlords  with  one 
more  tax  break. 

Appreciation — While  landlords  benefit  on  taxes 
from 

depreciation,  they  also  benefit  from  the  reality 
of  appreciation.  The  situation  today  is  that  prop- 
erty appreciates  so  that  the  resale  value  of  a 
building  is  substantially  higher  than  its  initial 
price,  even  if  the  landlord  has  done  nothing  to 
maintain  or  improve  the  building.  Here’s  an 
example  of  profits  from  appreciation: 


Get  Rich  Today! 

Landlord  buys  building  for  $200,000  and  sells  it 
five  years  later  for  $300,000. 

Resale  Price  $300,000 

— Unpaid  Mortgage  115,000 

Return  on  Sale  1 85 ,000 

— Initial  Invest.  40,000 

Profit  $145,000 

On  an  investment  of  $40,000,  this  is  a return  for 
the  landlord  of  250  percent— much  better  than 
treasury  certificates.  And  remember,  this  profit 
does  not  include  the  tax  breaks  nor  the  income 
from  rents;  it  is  solely  money  that  grows  whUe  the 
landlord  does  nothing  and  tenants  pay  his/her 
bills. 

Landlords  also  have  access  to  the  value  of 
appreciation,  because  banks  will  lend  money 
based  on  this  increased  value.  By  refinancing  the 
building,  speculators  can  increase  the  buying 
power  of  their  original  small  investment.  This 
process  is  called  pyramiding.  Whole  real  estate 
empires  have  been  built  by  borrowing  money 
several  times  on  the  same  property.  Each  time  the 
property  is  refinanced,  the  tenants  have  to  shoul- 
der the  costs  of  the  higher  mortgage  payments  and 
higher  interest  rates. 

Speculation— Speculation  takes  place  when  a 
landlord  or  real  estate  company  buys  up  a proper- 
ty, holds  on  to  it  for  a short  time  and  resells  it  for  a 
much  higher  price.  In  the  process  of  doing  this, 
the  owner  might  do  some  minor  repairs,  or  slap  on 
a coat  of  paint  to  help  raise  the  resale  value.  More 
common,  the  new  owner  will  try  to  evict  long- 
term tenants  in  order  to  raise  the  rents  in  the 
building  by  getting  it  off  rent  control,  which  will 
substantially  increase  the  resale  value. 

Speculators  are  banking  on  property  and  hous- 
ing prices  continuing  to  rise  (a  very  safe  bet  in  San 
Francisco),  and  then  they  can  make  huge  profits 
without  doing  any  work. 

The  cost  of  housing— and  with  it  the  rents— 
continue  to  go  up  far  beyond  the  real  value  of  the 
property,  and  we,  the  tenants,  pay  for  it.  This 
principle  is  well  outlined  by  the  book  How  To  Get 
Rich  While  You  Sleep: 

It  's  nice  to  drive  by  it  ( the  income  property) 
and  know  that  those  tenants  are  in  there  worry- 
ing about  how  to  pay  you  the  rent  so  that  you 
might  make  all  your  expenses,  reduce  your 
indebtedness  and  build  your  estate.  It  's  nice  to  be 
able  to  show  your  friends  this  property  and  say, 
“Even  while  I was  asleep  last  night,  that  building 
over  there  was  making  me  money  and  helping  me 
build  my  estate.  ” 

The  reason  that  the  practice  of  landlording  and 
speculation  continues  to  be  a very  profitable 
business  is  because  everyone  needs  a home.  In 
other  words,  most  people  can  't  stop  renting 
because  they - think  it  is  too  expensive.  Many 
consumer  items  are  kept  in  check  because  when 
prices  rise  too  much,  consumers  are  able  to  stop 
or  reduce  purchasing  it  until  prices  return  to  a 
‘ “normal ' ' level.  This  is  not  true  with  real  estate. 

This  article  has  tried  to  show  how  landlords 
make  their  profits— how  it  is  much  more  than 
rents.  Most  people  work  every  day  and  get  paid 
for  the  amount  of  time  that  they  are  working. 
This  is  not  the  case  with  landlording.  They  make 
money  just  from  the  fact  that  they  own  a 
building.  You  work  every  day  so  that  you  can 
afford  to  pay  your  landlord  so  s/he  can  make 
money  without  working.  S/he  makes  money 
simply  from  the  fact  that  you  need  a roof  over 
your  head. 
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So,  taking  the  disclaimers  into  factor, let’s  look 
at  what  you  need  to  earn  to  afford  average 
apartments  in  the  city: 

If  you’re  single,  a studio  may  be  your  best 
bet — You’d  need  to  make  only  $20,000  or  so  to 
afford  an  average  studio  and  meet  the  30  percent 
test.  If  you  prefer  to  be  safe  and  use  the  25  percent 
test,  you’d  better  be  making  over  $26,000.  You’d 
also  better  like  living  in  the  central  city,  since  the 
vast  majority  of  studios  in  the  average  or  under 
price  range  are  located  here.  You  probably  need 
an  income  of  around  $30,000  to  afford  one  in  the 
more  outlying  neighborhoods. 

If  you  want  a little  more  room  (like  a kitchen 
you  can  turn  around  in  and  a room  to  hang  out  in 
besides  your  bedroom),  then  the  average  rent  for  a 
one  bedroom  is  $725  a month.  That  would 
require  an  income  of  between  $26,000  to  $35,000 
a year.  Of  course,  working  couples  can  afford  this 
much  more  manageably  than  can  a single  person, 
as  long  as  each  is  making  $8.00*  an  hour. 

Then  you  might  want  a two  bedroom  apart- 
ment-perfect for  a couple  or  a single  parent  with 
a child.  Two  bedrooms  average  out  at  $955  per 
month.  For  a single  worker  household,  you’d 
need  an  income  of  $35,000  to  $46,000  a year. 
Both  parents  working  would  make  it  easier  .of 
course,  but  then  you  need  to  figure  in  child  care 
costs— which  average  over  $200  per  month— and 
with  four  more  years  of  Republican  rule,  we  know 
not  to  expect  much  help  on  that  front. 

Overall,  it  is  quite  apparent  that  San  Francisco— 
where  nearly  two-thirds  of  the  residents  are 
renters — is  a city  moving  towards  the  exclusion  of 
lower  and  middle  income  families,  and  that 
vacancy  rent  controls  are  desperately  needed  to 
prevent  that  from  occuring  further— despite  the 
realtors  trying  to  tell  us  otherwise  and  have  us 
believe  that  they  are  solely  in  business  to  provide 
housing  for  all  of  us— and  that  they  don  r care 
about  their  profits.  by  Gullicksen 


JOIN  IN  TENANTS  UNION  ACTIVITIES! 

As  a member  you  have  an  opportunity  to  become  a part  of  the  tenants  movement,  in  a variety  of  interesting 
wavs  Except  for  a part-time  office  manager  & volunteer  coordinator  all  of  our  work  is  done  by  volun- 
teers working  in  such  key  roles  as  counselors  (training  provided),  producing  the  newspaper,  organizing 
tenants  raising  money  For  other  possibilities  see  below.  If  interested  contact  the  Tenant  Union 
Volunteer  Coordinator . Chris  Martinez  at  282-5525  or  return  the  coupon.  No  experience  necessary. 

LEGISLATIVE  COMMITTEE:  The  legislative  and  electoral  action  arm  of  the  Tenants  Union.  The  committee 
meets  regularly.  If  you  would  like  to  receive  regular  bulletins  on  tenant  legislation  & committee  activities 
please  leave  your  name  with  the  volunteer  coordinator  at  482-6622  or  return  coupon. 
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tunities Tenant  Counseling Newsletter:  Research 

Organizing Fundraising Office  Work Outreach Direct  Action 

Return  to:  Volunteer  Coordinator,  SFTU,  558  Capp  St.,  San  Francisco,  CA  94110 
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WHERE’S. . .THE  SOFTWARE? 
Part  II 


by  Manuel  E.  Ddvila 

Is  there  a virus  in  your  PC  ? 

A computer  virus  is  a program 
that  copies  itself  into  another  program 
and  becomes  part  of  it. 

Whenever  the  host  program  is  run,  the  virus  is  activated 

making  copies  of  itself  and  spreading  them  through  the  system  or  network 

to  unleash  its  power. 
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Now  that  we  are  talking  about  software,  we  cannot  avoid  bringing  the  phenomena 
of  computer  viruses.  Yes,  computer  viruses.  They  infect,  replicate,  devour  data,  and 
shut  systems  down 

The  most  dramatic  illustration  of  what  one  of  these  viruses  can  do,  has  been  the 
upheaval  created  by  a virus  - a computer  program  - written  by  Robert  Morris  Jr. 
Robert  is  the  son  of  Robert  T.  Morris  Sr.,  chief  scientist  and  expert  on  Unix  security 
at  the  government’s  National  Computer  Security  Center  in  Fort  Mead,  Maryland.  This 
center  that  belongs  to  the  National  Security  Agency,  conducts  research  and  sets 
standards  for  classified  government  computers  and  networks. 

Unix,  a system  of  great  flexibility,  facilitates  information  processing  in  computer 
networks,  and  its  applications  can  be  used  in  a larger  variety  of  computer  systems.  It 
has  been  adopted  by  the  U.S.  government  as  a de  facto  standard,  hence  the  hysteria 
caused  by  the  invading  magnetic  dots. 

Although  the  virus  was  of  a benign  nature,  and  apparently  designed  to  find  unused 
resources  on  a network,  it  created  havoc  when  it  penetrated  the  Internet  network. 
Internet  lies  many  important  networks  throughout  the  U.S.  The  estimates  of  the 
number  of  systems  affected  ranged  from  6,000  to  250,000. 

Notwithstanding  its  injurious  personality,  this  particular  virus  has  been  considered 
by  some  as  a "pretty  significant  programming  achievement".  The  virus  existence  was 
possible  because  of  a "bug"  - a defect  - in  a Unix  program  called  Finger,  utilized  to 
detect  when  another  user  signs  into  the  system,  and  to  get  its  location,  phone  number 
and  other  information. 

The  virus  was  designed  to  ask  every  computer  it  encountered  whether  or  not  it  had 
been  infected.  If  the  answer  was  negative,  the  virus  would  worm  its  way  into  that 
computer.  In  order  to  avoid  false  infected  signals,  the  program  was  designed  to  copy 
itself  to  the  other  machine  after  10  requests,  no  matter  what  answer  it  received. 

Once  lodged,  the  virus  starts  collecting  users’  names  and  deciphering  passwords 
(secret  words  used  to  access  a system).  When  it  collects  the  needed  passwords,  a new 
virulent  attack  ensues. 
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Armed  with  a powerful  mathematical  formula,  the  virus  could  make  some  10,000 
requests  to  access  a system,  with  brute  computational  force,  before  moving  to  its  next 
victim. 

Although  the  concept  and  theory  of  modern  computer  viruses  is  credited  to  Fred 
Cohen,  who  in  1983  showed  how  a virus  code  would  work,  the  idea  was  conceived  in 
1975  by  John  Brunner  in  a novel  called  Shockwave  Rider,  and  almost  at  the  same  time 
by  Jackie  H.  Santos,  a young  Puerto  Rican  scientist  and  friend. 

The  best  way  to  prevent  viruses  from  infecting  your  system  is  to  avoid  copied  or 
pirated  software,  and  exercise  care  when  copying  programs  from  bulletin  boards.  Yes, 
there  are  vaccines  for  these  pests.  You  may  copy  one  from  almost  any  electronic 
bulletin  board  where  software  is  exchanged.  They  are  sold  commercially  too. 

After  this  brief  down  time,  and  now  that  we  have  identified  the  culpable  entity, 
we  will  continue  our  journey  through  the  fathomless  abyss  of  commercial  software. 

To  be  continued. 


Manuel  E.  Davila  is  a counselor,  educator,  and  also  a computer  consultant  for 
THE  ELVES  Office  Support  Services.  Send  your  comments  or  questions  to: 
MISSION:  COMPUTE,  3370  - 24th.  St,  San  Francisco,  CA  94110 
or  call  (415)824-4418. 
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Children's  Program 

Storytelling  ■ Theater  Games  ■ Pihata  Party  ■ Bilingual  ■ Spanish  and  English 
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Free  Admission 
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ST.  LUKE’S  MONTEAGLE 
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OVER  100  PHYSICIANS  IN  ONE 
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♦ General  Medicine 

♦ Obstetrics  / Gynecology 

♦ Pediatrics 
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Medi-Care/Medi-Cal 
and  private  insurances 


^ STiukes 

MONTEAGLE 


MEDICAL  BUILDING 


1580  VALENCIA  STREET 
NEXT  TO  ST.  LUKE’S  HOSPITAL 


Close  to  BART 
and  MUNI  lines 


LABYRINTH  OF  DESTITUTES 


- by  Tom  Sheridan 


"The  Etiquette  of  the  Undercaste  is  an  interactive  installation  which  envelops  the 
audience  in  the  environment  of  the  homeless."  So  reads  the  brochure.  To  some,  it 
might  well  be  an  existential  madhouse.  This  performance  piece  is  currently  open  to 
the  public  through  December  11th  at  the  "Somar",  934  Brannan. 

This  show  is  a one-at-a-time  walk-thru  exhibit.  The  participant  wears 
headphones  and  a tape  player  and  proceeds  to  browse  through  small  rooms  that  each 
have  a different  theme.  It  is  set  up  as  a vignette  in  the  life  of  the  homeless  and 

"undercaste". 


The  production  is  staged  by  "Antenna  Theater",  founded  in  80  by  artistic  director 
Chris  Hardman  (the  director  of  "Undcrcaste"). 

Antenna  Theater  includes  a variety  of  artistic  disciplines  and  new  technologies. 
This  show  is  a good  sampler  of  their  multi-  media  approach. 


Antenna’s  belief  is  that  a major  strength  of  live  performance  and  public  art  comes 
from  interaction  with  the  members  of  the  community  in  which  it  is  created  and 
presented.  In  the  past  eight  years,  Antenna  has  pioneered  in  the  use  of  new  theatrical 
formats  involving  Walkmans,  infrared-transmitted  sound,  3-D  slides,  etc.  etc.  The 
"Undercaste"  utilizes  most  of  these  techniques  in  enveloping  the  participants  in  a world 
of  sound,  sights  and  smells  of  the  "Undercaste"  of  the  United  States.Thc  show  starts  as 
you  don  a Walkman  tape  player  and  are  literally  shoved  into  the  first  exhibit  room  via 
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a large  body-size  file  cabinet  drawer  like  those  used  to  keep  bodies  on  ice  in  a morgue. 

You  have  to  lay  down  in  the  drawer  and  then  an  attendant  dressed  as  a lab 
technician  slides  you  and  the  drawer  into  scene  one  of  the  exhibit. 


You  are  instructed  (via  the  headphones)  to  lay  still  and  listen  for  the  next  3-4 
minutes.  You  arc  barraged  with  sounds  of  disjointed  interview  clips  from  real  homeless 
people  spitting  out  pieces  of  their  broken  luck  while,  above  you,  is  a simulated 
operating  room  equipment  and  operation-masked  faces.  You  have  just  died  on  the 
operating  table  and,  in  the  next  room,  you  have  gone  to  Heaven. 


There  follows,  in  random  order,  numerous  other  exhibit  rooms.  They  arc:  an 
interview  with  a Sociologist,  Job  interview,  a prison  visiting  room,  a backroom  of  a 
McDonald’s,  a park  bench,  a boxing  ring,  a store  and  a homeless  shelter.  The 
performance  pieces  are  designed  to  create  a dialogue  of  sorts  with  the  participant. 
Each  room  has  some  interesting  art-novelty  device  to  amuse  or  confuse  the  viewer 
The  whole  while,  the  audio  is  running  its  stream  of  homeless  consciousness  - bursts  o 
hopelessness,  anger  and  frustration. 

This  lends  an  element  of  Realism  to  the  show  while  the  sets  are  of  an  abstract  and 
often  Surrealistic  nature.  Sometimes  the  juxtaposition  works. 


The  tone  of  the  piece  is  one  of  unacknowledged  despair  of  the  interviewed.  The 
attempt  was  to  puncture  the  myth  of  the  "rags  to  riches"  - "Horatio  Alger  version  o 
upward  mobility  in  the  U.S.  For  all  its  clumsy  spots  and  technical  problems  with  sets 
- this  message  comes  across  loud  and  clear. 

There  were  definite  technical  problems  with  the  piece,  such  as  minimal 
instructions  on  the  audio  as  to  when  to  proceed  to  the  next  room  and  how  long  to  stay 
If  you  move  prematurely,  the  audio  will  be  out  of  sync  and  you  will  lose  the  impact 

accordingly. 

Chris  Hardman  commented  in  an  interview  at  the  installation  on  opening  night 
that  he  felt  that  there  was  no  longer  an  underclass  in  this  country  that  was  some  ow 
able  to  move  out  of  its  status  by  sheer  hard  work  and  determination.  He  claims  that 
the  statistics  show  only  10%  of  underprivileged  moving  out  of  their  humble  beginnings. 
The  rest  are  presumably  doomed  to  a life  of  wretchedness  in  which  they  were  born  - 
like  the  Untouchables  in  India.  Hardman  feels  that  - given  the  political  climate  in  this 
country  in  the  last  ten  years  - a Hard  Rain  is  going  to  fall  on  the  nation  s underprivileged 
and  that  battle  lines  will  be  drawn  into  two  distinct  camps  - the  haves  pushing  harder 
to  keep  and  the  have-nots  pushing  harder  to  get. 

This  show  is  not  for  the  Undercaste.  It  is  for  insensitive,  privileged  people  who 
don’t  realize  or  choose  to  ignore  the  Undercaste  that  is  being  developed  by  their 
economic  stronghold  in  this  country  in  this  day. 

So,  from  now  to  December  11th,  the  next  time  you  feel  underprivileged  or  broke 
or  homeless  or  under  or  unemployed  or  oppressed  etc.  - don’t  ak  the  well-off  for  spare 
change,  a job  or  a vote  or  a handout  - ask  them  to  go  see  the  Etiquette  of  the 
i Who  knows,  thev  might  learn  something. 


For  reservations,  which  are  required,  call  332-4864. 
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OPTIONS  for  Women  Over  Forty 

- by  Betsy  Randolph 


Workshops  led  by  the  Jobs  Program  Coordinator  are  offered  at  the  center  during 
the  day.  Small  groups  of  6 - 8 women  meet,  get  to  know  each  other,  and  assess  their 
own  skills.  "Things  you  are  good  at,  you  generally  enjoy  doing,  and  vice-versa,"  Smith 
points  out.  One  thing  midlife  women  have  going  for  them,  according  to  Smith,  is  "they 
know  what  they  like  and  don’t  like!" 

A key  part  of  the  workshops,  whose  topics  include  career  change,  resume  and 
interviews  and  assertiveness  is  "self-development",  stresses  Smith.  And,  "participation 
is  important".  The  workshops  should  and  tend  to  be  very  interactive.  "Graduates"  of 
the  workshops  select  one  or  more  representatives  to  go  to  "Options"  Board  of 
Directors’  meetings,  to  insure  "instant  follow-up  and  constant  feedback,  notes  Smith. 

Women;omc  to  "Options"  from  all  over  the  Bay  Area.  Most  have  had  some  college 
or  out-of-school  training.  Half  the  women  old  a college  degree;  half  of  these  hold 
post-graduate  degrees.  So,  most  of  the  women  who  use  "Options"  have  skills, 
experience  and  education.  But  often,  by  the  lime  they  come  to  "Options",  "esteem  is 
low,"  remarks  Smith.  They  tend  to  "hide  their  qualifications!" 

Smith  estimates  that  between  60  and  70%  of  the  "Options"  clientele  are  Caucasian. 
The  next  largest  group  is  Latina;  this  is  due  mainly  to  an  outreach  program  to  the 
Mission  district  that  "Options"  initiated  in  1983.  There  are  relatively  low  numbers  of 
black  and  Asian  women  who  use  "Options".  To  target  such  groups,  says  Smith, 
"Options"  must  first  evaluate  the  needs  of  the  group,  and  then  do  an  outreach-typc 
program.  The  goal  of  "Options"  is  to  provide  servies  and  empowerment  to  all  midlife 

women. 


How  does  a woman  over  40  cope  with  the  changes  brought  on  by  divorce,  death 
of  a spouse,  loss  of  a job  or  a household  emptied  of  children?  How  can  such  transitions 
lead  her  toward  a reanaissance  at  midlife?  She  should  know,  first  of  all,  that  there 
options  --  for  employment,  counseling,  health  and  other  services. 

Many  programs  are  avcailable  to  those  over  55  seeking  "options"  as  well  as  to 
younger  groups.  But,  until  ten  years  ago,  there  was  nothing  particularly  responsive  to 
the  needs  of  midlife  women.  "Options  for  Women  Over  40"  was  formed  in  1978  to  fill 
that  gap  in  services  and  help  women  over  40  re-enter  the  work  force. 

Options  for  Women  Over  40,  located  at  3543  Eighteenth  Street  (in  the  San 
Francisco  Women’s  Building),  provides  up  to  date  job  listings  as  its  main  service. 
"Options"  also  offers  counseling,  workshops,  support  groups  and  referral  for  other 
services  such  as  health,  welfare,  financial  and  legal  advice,  counseling  for  abuse,  etc. 
The  atmosphere  at  "Options"  is  one  of  empowerment. 

"Options"  Direcor  Savannah  Smith  came  to  San  Francisco  from  Homer,  Louisiana, 
as  a teenager.  After  20  years  of  part-time  and  night  classes,  she  eventually  earned  a 
B.A.  in  Sociology  through  the  University  of  San  Francisco’s  external  degree  program. 

Smith’s  work  background  is  in  federal  government/personnel.  When  she  lost  her 
job  at  the  V.A.  Medical  Center  in  1982,  Smith  heard  about  "Options"  and  "came  over". 
She  was  still  interested  in  personnel  management  work,  and  asked  if  they  could  use 
any  help. 

Smith  did  some  job  counseling  at  "Options"  and  soon  began  designing  progrms, 
exhibiting  a knack  for  getting  employers  and  job  seekers  together.  After  another  stint 
at  the  V.A.,  Smith  became  "Options"  Director  in  August  of  1987. 

A Pilot  Counseling  Center  was  organized  in  the  past  year  by  Savannah  Smith.  An 
intake  counselor  helps  incoming  women  "get  started'  by  matching  their  particular 
needs  with  the  services  offered  at  "Options".  In  "transitional  counseling",  a woman  may 
take  voational  and  personal  interest  tests  to  "look  at  herself  in  a new  way,  and  to  regain 
confidence"  in  her  skills  and  experience,  says  Smith.  An  employment  counselor  then 
helps  with  the  "how  and  where",  or  action  part  of  a job  search. 


The  Mission  outreach  program  for  "Opciones  Para  Las  Mujeres  has  been 
successful,  resulting  in  a Latina  Collective.  This  group,  which  has  its  own  listing  in  the 
yellow  pages,  is  a domestic  referral  service  (i.e.  cleaning,  child  care  and  home 
companion  jobs).  Sophia  Fielding,  Jobs  Program  Coordinator,  acts  as  a mediator 
between  the  employers  and  the  Latina  group,  which  has  its  own  input  in  terms  of 
negotiating  fee  structures,  and  deciding  who  will  get  which  job. 

Although  traffic  at  the  18th  Street  office  slows  toward  year’s  end,  "Options" 
received  608  visitors  and  519  call-ins  this  past  August  and,  in  September,  had  477 
visitors  and  404  call-ins.  More  younger  women  are  using  "Options"  these  days,  notes 
Smith,  because  of  similar  losses  or  changes  in  their  lives.  But,  she  smiles,  "If  you 
identify,  you  qualify!" 

"Options  for  Women  Over  40"  holds  a Job  Service  Orientation  every  T uesday  from 
10:30  AM  - 12  noon  at  3543  Eighteenth  Street,  in  the  2nd  floor  office.  An  Orientacion 
en  Espanol  is  held  each  Thursday  at  1 PM.  The  office  is  open  Monday-Friday,  10  AM 
- 5 PM  (431-6405). 

A homemade  quilt  will  be  raffled  off  at  "Options’"  next  big  social  event:  a W.nter 
Holidays’  party  on  Saturday,  December  10th.  Those  interested  may  call  431-6405  for 
details.  Meanwhile,  let  women  of  all  ages  exercise  their  OPTIONS! 
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CLAY  STUDIO  RETURNS 


The  Clay  Studio  is  alive  and  well  in  its  new  home  in  the  big,  old,  beautiful  loft  space 
at  52  Julian  Street  between  Mission  and  Valencia,  near  15th  Street.  Presently  about 
40  clay  enthusiasts  take  classes  and  work  at  The  Clay  Studio,  which  moved  recently 
from  its  old  home  on  Dolores  Street.  Run  by  John  Dclois,  the  studio  will  be  offering 
children’s  classes  n 1989,  as  it  has  in  years  past.  Delois  was  a member  of  the  w*nn,ng 
team  in  the  design  competition  for  the  new  facade  at  Intersection  for  the  Arts.  He  will 
be  doing  the  new  interior  tile  work  for  the  project.  Other  teachers  on  the  staff  include 
Tad  Sekino  and  Jim  Stevenson.  And  in  addition  to  offering  classes,  The  Clay  Studio 

also  has  some  studio  spaces  available  for  rent. 

For  those  of  you  who  are  familiar  with  ceramics,  The  Clay  Studio  is  equipped  with 
high  quality  facilities  such  as  their  large  Robert  Brent  slabroller  and  electric  wheels, 
several  Shimpo  electric  wheels,  a couple  of  large  (and  attractive)  kick  wheels  and  an 
old  but  sturdy  treadle  wheel  manufactured  in  Palo  Alto.  The  Clay  Studio’s  ample  wor 
space  includes  a roomy  glaze  area  and  several  gas  and  electric  kilns  with  high  lire 

reduction  capability  as  well  as  Raku  techniques. 

The  Clay  Studio  will  be  having  a holiday  sale  from  December  12-24.  For  more 
informaton,  call  431-6296.  If  you  are  interested  in  ceramics,  The  Clay  Studio  is  a 
resource  you  should  be  aware  of. 
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COMBO! 


Includes  2 pieces  of  I 
delicious  char-broiled  ■ 


chicken,  3 tortillas, 
salsa,  and  your 
choice  of  any  2 side 
orders. 


Buy  one  Combo 
and  get  another 
Combo  free 


Redeemable  at  listed  locations  only.  Offer  expires  . 

I 12-31-88  One  coupon  per  visit.  Not  good  with  any  other  I 
goffer.  Limit  one  Combo  per  coupon.  J 


GRAND  OPENING 

The  sizzling  new 
chicken  sensation  from_ 

El  Polio  Loco  (1  po-yo  lo-co) 
is  here. 

We  start  with 
fresh,  whole 
chicken, 
slowly 
marinated 
in  a tangy 

blend  of  fruit  juices, 
herbs  and  spices.  Then 
we  char-broil  it  over 
open  flames  to  enhance 
its  natural  flavor.  So  all 
you  taste  is  crisp,  juicy 
chicken. 

We  serve  it  hot 
off  the  grill  with  warm 


tortillas  and  our  fresh 
salsa  for  a wholesome 
new  taste.  TYy  El  Polio 
Loco  tonight. 

We’ve  turned  an  old 
friend  into  a new  flame. 
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Chinese 
Fooo& 
Seafood  & 
Grill  & 
Sandwiches  & 
Salads  & 
Espresso  & 
Chinese 
Food& 
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OPEN 
70AYS 
AWEEK 
Mon  8am  -3pm 
Fri.  8am-  10pm 
Sat  -Sun 
9am-  10pm 


Espresso  & 


Recycle 
for  Cash i 


Glass  (CA  Redemption  Value)  .03/LB 

Aluminum  Cans  .65/LB 

Plastic  Soft  Drink  Containers  .08/LB 

Waste  Paper  . , call  tor  current  prices 


New  Extended  Hours! 

Open  6 AM  to  6 PM  Monday  - Friday 
6:30  Aty  to  1:30  PM  Saturday 
Cardboard  and  newspaper  only  after  6 PM 
No  cash  after  6 PM 


WEST  COAST  SALVAGE  & RECYCLING  CO. 
350  Rhode  Island  St.  San  Francisco,  CA  94103 
(415)  621-6200 
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MORTON  DOWNEY  Jr.  MEETS  SAM  SPADE  AT  THE  BAR  NONE 

Bar  None  runs  through  December  31  at  the  Zephyr  Theatre  The  opening  acl 
is  a Dagwood  sandwich  of  one  liners,  drollery  and  rapid  fire  verbal  exchanges  that 
zip  along  with  almost  faster-  than-laugh  speed  while  the  plot  line  grows  gradually  more 
complexand.tothejoyof  all  mystery  lovers’ hearts,  preposterous.  It  is  Roger  Rabbitry, 
live  and  on  stage. 

Act  one  presents  the  audience  with  the  patrons  and  employees  of  a San  Francisco 
bar,  each  brimming  with  slightly  venomous  wiieach  involved  in  some  dark  intrigue  that 
may  or  may  not  be  clue  to  the  one  who  done  it.  This  part  ends  with  the  traditional 
murder  and  the  round  up  of  all  the  usual  suspects. 

The  second  act  begins  as  the  house  lights  go  up  and  the  audience,  along  with  a San 
Francisco  dick,  the  detective  narrator,  get  to  put  the  third  degree  to  the  feisty  cast  of 
shady  characters. 

Our  audience  was  a libidinous,  rowdy  lot  that  entered  fully  into  the  spirit  of  the 
thing,  going  toe  to  toe  with  the  cast  whose  improvisational  gusto  was  something  to  be 
reckoned  with. After  far-too-brief  a stint  of  this  Morton  Downey  Jr. -esque  hilarity,  the 
audience  voted  for  the  killer  of  their  choice,  who  then  comes  stage  center  to  deliver  a 
very  Perry  Mason-like  "Yes,  Yes  I killed  him!"  monologue. 

Great  fun.  Highly  recommended. 


Thanks 
to  all  our  customers 
for  your  support  this  year. 
We  wish  you  a great  Christmas 
^ and  a wonderful  New  Year! 


San  Francisco  Comic  Book 

3335  - 23rd.  Street 
San  Francisco,  Ca  941 10 

(415)  550-9158 

Nnnn  - fi  Closed  Sundays 


2845  Mission  Street 
(between  24th  & 25th  St.) 
Phone:  285-4455 


r 


BEEF  EXPRESS 

JAPANESE  & SALVADOREAN 
RESTAURANT 


) 


2172  Mission  St. 

(between  17th  18th  St.) 

San  Francisco.  CA  94110 
Tel.  863  - 3700 

H >1  ^ 

MINGS  GARDEN  RESTAURANT 

Open  Hours:  11:00  am  8:30  pm  Closed  Sundays 

FOOD  TO  TAKE  OUT 

FRESH  SEAFOOD  DAILY  - SPECIALTY 
KOREAN  CHICKEN  WITH  WINE  OR  BEER 


Eating  in  the  Mission9  Latin  or 
Asian?  No  need  to  choose. 

SAN  FRANCISCO  FOCUS 
MAGAZINE  writes  BEEF 
EXPRESS  serves  . some 
of  the  finest  Japanese  and 
Satoadorean  food  Intown. . . 
one  of  the  top  finds  in  Thrifty 
Gourmet  history.”  (Oct.  1988) 


Lunch  1 1 am-4  pm  Mon-Fri 
Dinner  5:30  pm-9:30  pm 

Mon  Sat 
No  MSG 


324  S Van  Ness  Ave  S F 
863  8184 

(between  14th&  16th  Sts  ) 


Relocating  Delivery 

No  Deposit  Required 

ACE  OF  SPADES 
626-5*40 

24  hrs/7  days 

Residential  Business 
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REACHING  OUT  TO 
HOMELESS  VETS 

Located  on  the  corner  of  15th  and  Valencia,  Swords  to  Plowshares  is  an 
organization  serving  the  needs  of  homeless  veterans.  The  reception  area  of  Swords  (as 
it  is  referred  to  by  employees)  is  spacious  with  a sign  reminding  clients  that  if  they  are 
drunk  or  drugged  that  they  cannot  be  assisted  that  day.  The  walls  are  covered  with 
black  and  white  photographs  of  villages  and  children  in  Viet  Nam,  as  well  as  fliers 
urging  veterans  to  attend  substance  abuse  workshops  and  employment  training 
programs.  Clipboards  used  for  client  intake  request  information  regarding  military 
services,  drug  usage  and  demographic  information.  Between  four  and  five  hundred 
people  come  through  this  reception  area  in  a month.  Many  of  them  come  because  of 
Morrigan  Rae  O’Neil. 

Morrigan  Rae  O’Neil  is  in  charge  of  outreach  for  Swords  to  Plowshares.  O’Neil 
also  works  as  a substance  abuse  counselor.  As  a veteran  and  ex-substance  abuser, 
O’Neil  understands  the  hardships  facing  many  veterans.  Her  desk  is  piled  with 
pamphlets  regarding  alcoholism,  drug  abuse,  AIDS,  Post  Traumatic  Stress  Disorder, 
twelve-step  programs  and  veteran  rights.  O’Neil  is  one  of  seventeen  staff  members 
who  provide  information,  resource  referral  and  counselling.  The  majority  of 
individuals  working  at  Swords  are  veterans,  which  is  where  the  "vets  helping  vets"  motto 
comes  from. 


Veterans,  particularly  Viet  Nam  Era  veterans,  have  higher  incidents  of  mental 
illness  and  substance  abuse  than  the  general  homeless  population.  Often  times,  t heir 
experience  in  the  military  has  rendered  them  dysfunctional  and  with  special  problems. 
O’Neil  believes  that  Swords  is  able  to  address  these  problems  because  staff  members 
are  personally  familiar  with  the  needs  of  veterans. 

O’Neil  also  knows  where  to  locate  veterans.  Part  of  O’Neil’s  job  takes  her  into 
parts  of  the  City  that  most  individuals  avoid;  the  Tenderloin,  near  the  duck  pond  in 
Golden  Gate  Park  and  on  the  corner  plaza  at  16th  Street  and  Mission.  O Neil  seeks 
out  the  homeless,  the  mentally  ill  and  the  areas  that  such  individuals  congregate. 
O’Neil  regularily  walks  through  San  Francisco  asking  the  homeless  if  they  are  also 
veterans.  In  the  case  that  they  are,  she  gives  them  one  of  her  blue  outreach  fliers  which 
details  the  services  offered  by  Swords.  O’Neil  bclievesw  that  her  street  savvy  and 
honesty  assist  her  in  this  job.  She  says  that  she  makes  no  promises  that  she  cannot  keep. 

The  fliers  which  O’Neil  distributes  note  that  the  program  has  drop-in  hours 
Monday  through  Thursday  from  nine-fifteen  to  eleven  forty  five.  The  hours  are  set  up 
so  that  they  do  not  come  into  conflict  with  the  free  meal  distributions  for  the  homeless. 
Once  a veteran  becomes  involved  with  Swords,  he  or  she  is  referred  to  a drug  and 
alcohol  treatment  program  if  needed,  a shelter,  counselling  services  and  employment 
training. 

According  to  O’Neil  it  is  difficult  to  do  follow-up  on  the  individuals  who  come 
through  Swords.  She  says  that  transient  nature  of  the  veterans  makes  it  difficult  to 
trace  their  progress  in  the  various  treatment  progams,  however  she  feels  that  anyone 
who  enters  treatment  is  a success. 

Swords  has  been  in  existance  since  1974.  It  is  funded  through  a variety  of  sources 
and  maintains  non-profit  status.  In  addition  to  the  treatment  services  it  offers,  Swords 
hosts  and  organizes  special  events.  With  the  increasing  public  attention  given  to  issues 
of  homelessness  and  Viet  Nam  Era  veterans.  Swords  has  received  a great  deal  of  public 
support.  However,  one  of  the  problems  Swords  faces  is  common  to  all  organizations 
working  with  the  homeless;  there  are  not  enough  treatment  spaces  available  for  the 
number  of  people  who  need  treatment. 

It  is  common  knowledge  that  the  last  eight  years  have  seen  an  increase  in 
homelessness  and  a decrease  in  federally  funded  social  services.  Swords  is  affected  by 
this  national  trend.  O’Neil  speaks  with  frustration  regarding  the  difficulty  in  placing 
homeless  veterans  in  residential  treatment  programs.  So,  as  public  support  increases 
and  client  intake  grows,  Swords  faces  the  reality  of  a shortage  in  resoures.  However, 
such  frustration  does  not  seem  to  dampen  O’Neil’s  optimism  in  the  program. 

Swords  to  Plowshares  will  hold  a fundraiser  on  Wednesday,  December  21, 1988. 
"Cold  Nights,  Warm  Hearts"  will  honor  Viet  Nam  veterans  and  celebrate  the  Winter 

Solstice.  - by  Nancy  Ncihcrland 


BOOKSTORE 


Books  for  the  Inquiring  Mind 


CONTEMPORARY  LITERATURE 
POLITICS  & CHILDREN’S  BOOKS 
LIBROS  EN  ESPANOL 


968  VALENCIA  STREET 
SAN  FRANCISCO.  CA94II0 
(415)  282-9246 


LOOKING  FOR  A JOB 

apply  at 

Mission  Hiring  Hall 

San  Francisco  Residents  only 
2017  Mission  Street  (Near  16th) 
8:30  a.m.  to  3:30  p.m. 
Monday  through  Friday 
i Excellent  Opportunities! 

No  Fee  Required 
Must  have  previous  work 

experience  and  be  unemoloyed 

Now  Recruiting  for 

MANY  BLUE  COLLAR 
PLACEMENTS 


FREE  OF  POLITICAL  PEDANTRY 
WE  WELCOME  THE  PEASANTRY 
AND  OTHER  TYPES  OF  KITSCH 

BRING  YOUR  DOLLARS,  AMIGOS 


Pajarita 

News-Media,  International 


Music 

Magazines 

Books 


3125  16th  St. 

San  Francisco.  CA,  94103 
(415)  431-4264 
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The  Episcopal  Church  of 
St.  John  The  Evangelist 

warmly  welcomes  you 

MASS  SCHEDULE: 


Sunday 

Monday  and  Thursday 
Tuesday  and  Wednesday 
Friday 
Saturday 


11:00  AM 
12:15  PM 
6:00  PM 
7:30  AM 
9:00  AM 


Sunday  School  for  Children  and  Youth 
Sundays  at  11:00  AM 

1661  - 15th  Street,  at  Valencia.  861-1436 

The  Rev.  Dr.  John  H.  Eastwood,  Jr.,  Rector 


♦ 


: -"c*- . .o* 


We  will  help  you 
asser  t your  legal 
riaht  to  live  in 
» cent  and  safe 
housing. 


WEST  BAY  LAW  COLLECTIVE 
2017  Mission  Street,  Suite  300 
^ San  Francisco,  California  94110 

A 621-0438 


HOMELESSNESS  and 

UNEMPLOYMENT 

- by  Elizabeth  Robinson  Anello 

Homelessness  is  a national  problem  with  several  critical  dimensions.  Housing  has 
been  low  on  the  agenda  of  national  priorities  since  midcentury.  In  a crcdit-bascd 
economy,  housing  is  a high  overhead  item.  A profitable  investment  for  some,  it  is  a 
necessity  out  of  reach  for  many.  The  diversity  of  people  who  have  become  homeless 
in  the  1980’s  suggests  that  the  source  of  the  homelessness  problem  is  beyond  the 
individual. 

Empplyment,  another  dimension  of  homelessness,  may  be  the  single  issue  central 
to  contemporary  homelessness.  Like  housing,  employent  in  a high  technology 
environment  is  a consumer  item.  A "good  job"  is  obtained  by  having  the  requisite 
credentials,  talent  and  personal  connections.  Ordinary  jobs  open  to  people  with  skill 
and  motivation  alone  increasingly  offer  wages  which  provide  a merely  marginal 
standard  of  living.  Furthermore,  income  produced  from  capital  now  exceeds  income 
workers:  part-timers  or  temporaries.  The  group  of  involuntary  part-timers  increased 
by  151%  since  1970,  while  voluntary  part-time  work  increased  only  58%.  Some  of  these 
underemployed  and  underpaid  workers  are  homeless.  Two  out  of  five  of  every  Chicago 
homeless  in  streets  and  shelters  had  worked  at  paid  employment  the  previous  month. 
Most  had  worked  at  casual,  part-time,  low-paid  jobs.  A few  (3%)  held  full  time  jobs. 
Seven  per  cent  of  San  Francisco  homeless  in  shelters  were  actively  employed  in  1986. 


MIGRANT  WORKERS 

Traditionally,  domestic  workers  have  not  been  migrants,  that  is,  seasonal 
agricultural  workers.  The  disrupted  employment  market  of  the  1980’s  produced  a new 
kind  of  migrant  worker.  Domestic  migrants  on  the  move  from  urban,  industrial  areas 
to  suburban  lcoations  or  from  depressed  rural  areas  to  new  developments  in 
metropolitan  areas.  Cosntruction  workers  living  in  tents  and  vehicles  in  a Washington, 
D.C.  suburb  came  from  neighboring  rural  states.  Domestic  migrants  work  at  half  the 
union  rates,  therefore,  housing  is  sacrificed.  The  Pittsburg  (Contra  Costa  County)  steel 
mill  renovation  caused  massive  labor  demonstrations  earlier  this  year  when  the 
company  brought  in  domestic  migrants  to  work  at  lower  than  union  sales.  These 
construction  fill-ins  were  living  in  automobiles  and  crowding  into  motel  rooms.  When 
the  oil  fields  in  Texas  and  Oklahoma  dried  up  in  1981,  single  men  and  families  took  to 
the  road  in  search  of  employment.  Some  found  their  way  to  San  Francisco  shelters  for 
the  homeless.  Others  became  domestic  migrants,  moving  among  construction  sites. 

Urban  workers  have  also  packed  up  in  search  of  work.  A Pittsburgh  (Pa.) 
electronics  worker  took  his  family  to  a small  central  Pennsylvania  town,  pitched  a tent, 
and  began  his  job  serarch,  settling  for  fast  food  work  and  driving.  Shelters  for  the 
homeless  see  both  traditional  and  domestic  migrant  workers  and,  sometimes,  their 
families  as  well. 


SURPLUS  WORKERS 

Blue  collar  employment  and  manual  labor  in  agriculture  can  take  a terrible  toll  on 
physical  health  and  well  bring.  The  risks  of  injury  and  physical  incapacitation  are  high. 
Early  termination  from  high  risk  occupations  due  to  injury  and  disability  are  common. 
Some  of  the  men  among  the  homeless  are  disabled  workers.  Disability  can  lead  to  loss 
of  family,  as  well,  because  the  inability  to  support  the  family  can  lead  to  a loss  of 
self-esteem  and  motivation.  Surplus  workers  include  people  with  disabilities  which 
inerfere  with  convenitonal  employment.  Twenty-five  per  cent  of  the  Chicago  homeless 
had  a debilitating  health  condition.  In  the  San  Francisco  survey,  37.9  reported  a 
temporary  or  permanent  physical  disability. 

The  classic  homeless  man  - the  vagrant,  tramp  or  hobo  with  or  without  a disability 


Photo  by  Carole  Bourgeois 
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--  is  the  prototype  surplus  worker.  Socially  uprooted  by  choice  or  circumstance,  the 
transients,  drifters,  vagabonds  and  loners  were  casual  workers  without  ties  or 
commitments.  They  were,  in  a sense,  self-sufficient,  if  not  well-heeled.  Nobody 
needed  them  either  as  labor  or  as  support,  thus,  they  made  their  way  from  place  to 
place  at  leisure  and  wihout  particular  purpose.  Some  of  the  homeless  of  the  1980’s  are 
surplus  workers  in  this  style.  Appearances  notwithstanding,  their  social  isolation  is  a 
defining  characteristic.  The  difference  is  the  virtual  absence  of  sustaining  casual  labor 
for  today’s  homeless. 

In  San  Francisco,  only  5.3%  of  the  homeless  in  1986  were  married;  61.1%  were 
single  and  33%  were  divorced,  separated  or  widowed.  The  homeless  characterized  by 
social  isolation  ar  those  without  family  ties  - particularly  without  wives  and  children. 
The  single  men  are  not  needed  in  the  competitive  employment  market  and  their 
support  is  not  needed  by  dependents.  They  are,  in  a sense,  free  not  to  work.  Whether 
the  life  of  nonworking  is  satisfactory  to  these  men,  however,  is  highly  questionable. 

Productive  work  is  one  of  the  outstanding  prerequisites  for  good  mental  health. 
Work  and  intimacy  are  not  luxuries,  but  necessities  for  a healthy,  satisfying  life.  When 
the  development  of  technology  changes  the  nature  of  work  as  dramatically  as  it  has,  it 
is  time  to  think  more  deeply  about  the  meaning  of  work.  Work  is,  after  all,  more  than 
produced  from  earnings  in  the  Untied  States,  permitting  many  the  option  of  not 
working.  For  others,  the  work  of  hte  hands,  the  sweat  of  the  brow  does  not  qualify  as 
a job.  Household  work  and  caregiving  for  children  and  dependent  adults  in  the  home 
is  a class  of  work  performed  without  compensation  and  without  the  traditional 
protections  and  supports.  Many  others  work  as  volunteers  in  hundredds  of  institutions 
and  service  organizations,  giving  commitment  and  energy,  gaining  the  intangible 
rewards  of  work,  but  without  monetary  compensation, 
this  second  part  of  the  century  is  radically  changed 

By  appearances  only,  the  homeless  are  not  employable.  In  fact,  the  homeless  in 
America  are  workers.  Homeless  American  workers  fall  into  four  general  categories. 
One  group  is  discouraged  workers,  who  have  been  unemployed  so  long  that  they  are 
not  represented  in  government  statistics.  A second  group  is  the  underemployed: 
low-paid  and  less  than  full  time  workers,  earning  too  little  for  housing  and  without 
minimal  job  security.  A third  group  is  domestic  migrant  workers,  many  with  families 
to  support.  The  fourth  group  is  surplus  workers,  those  having  disabilities  rendering 
them  noncompetitive  in  the  labor  market. 

DISCOURAGED  WORKERS 

There  were  6,851,000  unemployed  in  the  U.S.  in  August,  1988.  Richard  Ropers, 


author  of  The.  Invisible  Homeless,  estimates  that  when  "discouraged  workers"  arc 
added  to  the  figures,  they  bring  the  unemployment  rate  up  2.1  per  cent. 

Official  unemployment  in  the  industrial  states  is  7.4%.  In  one  month  alone 
recently  5,000  manufacturing  jobs  were  lost.  Most  of  the  increased  joblessness  is 
among  adult  men,  with  blacks  and  Hispanics  out  of  work  at  higher  rates  than  whites. 
Oil  industry  states  also  show  higher  than  average  unemployment  rates. 

Ropers  reports  that  the  southwest  states  rank  unemployment  as  the  leading  cause 
of  homelessness.  Chicago  researchers  found  that  the  length  of  time  since  the  last 
"steady  fulltime  job"  was  4.5  years.  These  homeless  were  unemployed  three  years 
before  they  became  homeless.  San  Francisco  found,  in  1986,  only  3.5%  of  sheltered 
homeless  people  had  no  employment  history;  68.8%  had  more  than  one  year  of  work 
history  and  66.9%  had  marketable  skills.  Sixteen  per  cent  identified  a job  as  their  first 
priority  need,  second  only  to  housing  (20.9%).Stability  in  a community  should  help  to 
maintain  employment,  however,  for  the  men  and  women  in  San  Francisco,  bad  luck  in 
the  labor  market  prevails:  54%  of  sheltered  people  in  the  1986  survey  lived  in  San 
Francisco  more  than  two  years;  28.6%  had  been  San  Francisco  residents  for  more  than 
10  yeras.  Only  7%  held  a job  at  the  time  they  were  interviewed. 

THE  UNDEREMPLOYED  AND  UNDERPAID 

Employment  patterns  have  shifted  since  the  Second  World  War  and  accelerated 
rapidly  in  the  1980’s.  The  average  work  week  for  the  "expanding"  economy  is  now  only 
32.7  hours  a week.  The  wage  gap  between  blue  collar  skilled  trades  with  overtime 
options  and  service  workers  in  the  newer  growth  industries  is  over  $10,000  a year. 

In  August,  1988, 5.2  to  5.6  million  people  were  working  part-time  involuntarily.  A 
California  Senate  report  finds  that  25%  of  the  state’s  workforce  are  "peripheral" 
the  means  to  an  income.  The  homeless  worker  may  want  a job  to  earn  money,  but  he 
also  needs  work  to  maintain  self-esteem,  self-respect  and  well-being.  A job  may  be  a 
consumer  item,  but  work  is  a gift:  it  is  the  opportunity  to  live  fully. 

The  plight  of  the  homeless  in  the  1980’s  may  bring  the  dilemma  of  work  into  clearer 
focus.  There  are  questions...  which  are  really  challenges...  that  face  our  society  now. 
How  can  the  disabled  be  brought  into  the  workforce?  How  can  caregiving  be 
financially  compensated?  How  can  small  enterprise  and  casual  work  co-exist  with 
highly  efficient  corporations?  How  can  owrkers  maintain  security  and  adequate 
wages?  How  can  opportunities  for  meaningful  work  for  the  nonpriviliged  be 
maximized?  When  we  answer  these  challenges  for  the  homeless,  we  may  discover  ways 
to  benefit  all  working  people. 


NOW  OPEN! 
24TH  & MISSION 


WeVe  rolling  out  Taquitos. 

New  Mexican-slyie  Finger  Foods.  Seasoned,  shredded  beef  rolled  into  com  tortillas. 
Then  fried  to  a crispy,  golden  brown.  Taquitos  come  five  or  seven  to  an  order. 


Served  with  authentic 
guacamole  or  salsa  on 
the  side.  New  Taquitos  at 
JACK  IN  THE  BOX* 
restaurants. 


For  Exciting  NewT^ste, 
This  Is  The  Place. 

C ln<  |1M 


50*  Off 

Taquitos 


re* 

prke 


F Buy  one  5 piece 
| order  at  reg. 


price,  get  one  for 


99 

Tctquitos 
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CHINESE  MEDICINE  AND  LOW  BACK  PAIN 


- by  Misha  Cohen,  O.M.D.,  C.A. 

Over  50%  of  the  American  population  suffers  from  low  back  pain.  It  is  close  to 
the  top  complaint  that  people  see  doctors  for.  Often,  doctors  merely  tell  their  patients 
to  rest  until  the  back  feels  better.  However,  this  treatment  often  docs  not  work  and 
the  person  continues  to  have  pain  or  the  pain  recurs.  Many  people  live  with 
unnecessary  low  back  pain  that  can  be  treated.  Sometimes  people  come  to  the  clinic 
complaining  primarily  of  low  back  pain  but,  often,  low  back  pain  is  a problem  we  find 
out  about  during  the  extensive  interviewing  of  the  client.  The  person  has  learned  to 

live  with"  chronic  low  back  pain.  . . 

There  are  many  reasons  for  low  back  pain.  Sometimes,  an  acute  injury  to  the  lower 
back  area  may  result  in  an  injury  to  the  disc  in  a vertebra  in  an  affected  arca^  At  other 
times  there  may  be  a muscle  tear  or  spasm  due  to  twisting  the  muscles  in  the  area  ol 
pain  or  some  movement.  Also,  exposure  of  the  low  back  area  to  cold  may  cause  a 
tightening  of  the  muscles  or,  as  we  say  in  Chinese  medicine,  there  is  an  entering  ot  cold 
into  the  surface  of  the  body  in  this  case  into  the  muscles).  Oftentimes,  low  back  pain 
is  not  due  to  any  of  these  causes,  but  is  due  to  stress,  lack  of  circulation  in  the  low  back, 

or  what  we  call  a weakness  of  energy  (Qi). 

Low  back  pain  of  all  these  types  may  be  treated  with  Chinese  medicine,  sometimes 
in  combination  with  other  therapies.  There  is  often  success  with  all  types  of  low  back 
pain.  It  is  important  that  certain  injuries  such  as  a ruptured  disc  be  ruled  out. 
Sometimes,  in  these  cases,  there  is  no  alternative  but  surgery.  However,  the  first 
alternative  is  not  always  surgery  or  no  treatment,  as  many  doctors  who  know  little  o 
Chinese  medicine  may  believe,  even  in  difficult  situations. 


Accupuncture  is  especially  good  in  the  treatment  of  tightened  muscles,  muscle 
spasms  and  stiffness.  If  the  pain  is  due  to  cold  exposure  to  the  lower  back,  we  use  heat 
treatments  such  as  moxibustion  (a  Chinese  herb  that  is  burned  over  the  area)  along 
with  acupuncture.  In  the  case  of  the  maioritv  of  low  back  oain.  which  usuallv  manifests 
as  low-grade  aching  and  uncomfortable  feelings,  we  treat  the  low  energy  (or  Qi)  of  the 
body  as  well  as  the  back  pain  directly. 

Herbal  medicine  is  also  recommended  in  all  these  cases.  With  muscle  spasm  pain, 
we  focus  on  a concept  called  Qi  stagnation  or  blockage  of  energy.  With  pain  due  to 
cold,  we  focus  on  the  concept  of  removing  cold  from  the  area.  In  the  case  of  low  energy, 
we  focus  on  strengthening  the  Kidney  energy.  The  Kidneys  in  Chinese  mediciine  are 
associated  with  the  lower  back. 

We  would  use  very  different  herbs  in  each  situation,  therefore  it  is  very  important 
to  have  a trained  herbalist  do  the  diagnosis  before  the  person  is  treated  with  herbal 
medicine. 

We  often  recommend  acupuncture  and  herbs  in  conjunction  with  other  therapies 
such  as  chiropractic,  physical  therapy  and  exercise.  Healing  time  is  greatly  reduced 
and  the  treatment  saves  money  in  the  long  run  as  there  is  a much  stronger  effect  of 
treatment.  An  acupuncture  practitioner  or  herbalist  should  be  able  to  refer  you  to 
competent  practitioners  of  other  modalities. 

Consider  Chinese  medicine  when  low  back  pain  has  you  down  or  wears  you  out. 
Your  health  will  greatly  benefit  in  other  ways  as  well,  due  to  the  fact  that  Chinese 
medicine  treats  the  person  as  a whole  unit,  not  just  as  a sore  knee,  a headache,  or  a low 
back! 
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Send  Check  or  Money  Order  Today 
North  Mission  News,  3004  16th  Street  Zip 
San  Francisco,  California  94 103 


3100B  16TH  (AT  VALENCIA) 
SUNDAY  BRUNCH 
10:30  TO  5:00 


Homemade  B-B-Q  Chili 

Vegi  Quiche, 

Deli  Sandwiches, 

Crab  & Shrimp 
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INVENTORY 

I’d  gotten  up  Early,  made  up  the  Last  whole  limits  = "Twelve  Thirty"  walked  by  - 
Rattled  my  gate  - I went  out  for  Coffee.  Inventory  took  until  6:00  - Then,  A NICE 
COLD  BEER!  Hmmm!  that  first  swaller  sure  is  good...  "Work  is  Good-for  you"  N little 
WEED  Drop/pcd  His  Hershey  - Plam!  Looked  up  at  me  "Who?  got  that  in  there?"  - 
I thought,  must  have  been  "Beer  talking!"  "Thas  good,  I thought  you’d  fell  offen  your 
bicycle"  - As  it  were  N Miss  Wand,  came  out  - heard  you  fellas  were  talking  ’bout  four 
letter  words  - / Beer,  talk,  girl  - etc.  AH  NO  MAM  - "other  things"  - She  looked  at  me 
questinglay  "you  sure  are  a hard  dancer  to  back-up"  They  started  the  Music,  as  I 
grasped  Her  fingertips  - genially  - "We"  could  Waltz  in  Circles  or,  UNDULATE 
Horizontally  OR,  if  you  really  Believe,  could  turn  the  circle  up  90  DEGREES  and 
Dance  around  it  - and  upside  down  in  rolling  AZIMUTHALLY  CANVOLUTES  - 
until  we  get  to  Palace  Vast! 

How  far  is  it-  far-far. 

HALT!  (A  Voice)  Bu!  only  if  you  have  never  broken  A WEED.  She  gave  her 
number  - "They"  opened  the  Big  Book  - took  the  first  3 numbers,  flip,  flip,  flip  - the 
next  4 - flip!  - AND?  17  more  - "He"  went  down  the  page,  She  was  "Clean"  // 1 put  arm 
around  her. 

Santa  Claus,  rushed  up  /wait/ 1 must  measure  her  first  - for  the  Teddy  Bears  Party 
- Next  Month. 

Gad  Zooks  - I’d  forgotten.  "How?"  He  spoke  "you’re  a 32  Teddy  Bear  - Now 
Remember  that"  - "how  can  I remember  32"  - "how  many  teeth  have  you?"  "I’ve  never 
looked  - ’an  besides  we  don’t  need  them". 

So  I waltzed  us  up,  up,  up,  N "Past  Palace  Vast"  to  "Oasis  One"  - the  old  camel 
driver  was  still  there,  I spoke  "I  need  a necklace,  of  32  Blue/white  diamonds"  - "He  how 
big?"  "Big  as  your  thumb  ’No  My  thumb  - " SHE  SMILED!  and  Phantom  wrote  the 
check  - 

Well  - She,  got  kinda  glassy  Eyed  and  went  Ga’  Ga’  - Then,  I said  THE  VERY 
MOON  is  racing  us  to  Sung  RAISE!  - She  melted  in  my  arms  - Kissed  old  GeeBah 
right  there  for  all  the  Little  People  Ta  See.  They  cheered  us,  and  what  the  shucks  - 1 
"bought"  two  more  N we  Waltzed  - on  Glass,  back  to  the  Party  at  Palace  Vast,  - when, 
we  got  there,  all  the  girls  elbowed  me  out  - to  look  at  them.  1 walked  over  to  the 
CloakRoom,  "let  me  have  a Teddy  Bear"  with  a Skirt.  Ah,  size  32. 

Well  "Gertrude"  as  it  turned  out  - was  the  last  one  N had  been  crying  - (Rakisaly, 
I pulled  out  a Silk  Hankie  "Dry  your  eyes  My  Dear"  and  we’ll  Party...  She  stood  for  a 
moment  (looked  down)  I can’t  Dance  Backwards  -"  Hell!  Gertrude,  I can!  N She 
Smiled,  "Who?  Are  You?"  I thought!  I’m  a size  41  Teddy  Bear,  saved  n saved  - Come 
to  the  Big  Party  - And  But  there  is  you!  Now  I have  a small  farm  - two  days  walk  from 
here.  It’s  not  much  now/  and  ya  wouldn’t  have  to  work.  But  if  you  were  ihfilfi  in  the 
mornings  as  the  Sun  Came  up! ...  She  looked  up  at  me.  Spoke  "Let’s  Leave  now! 


William  Wilson  Hounshell,  age  40,  aka  Billy  Badd,  died  November  2, 1988  after  a 
long,  vicious  and  eventually  losing  strugle  with  alcoholism.  It  was  not  a pleasant  way 
to  go. 

For  three  years,  under  the  titles  Complaint  Dept.,  Badd  Sports  and  Badd  Mistakes, 
Bill  produced  some  outrageously  original  anecdotal  barbs  about  life  in  the  lower 
depths;  a dark  kaleidoscopic  documentation  of  his  own  life  (real  and  imagined). 

It’s  hard  to  picture  an  issue  of  the  North  Mission  News  without  the  Baddster’s 
merciless  salvos  of  unsuppressed  rage  and  wack-a-  mole  wit  bombarding  the 
sensibilities  of  any  and  all  who  had  incurred  his  wrath  in  the  preceding  month.  While 
some  of  our  readers,  especially  cops,  bar  owners  and  organizers  of  poetry  readings  may 
complain  that  the  Badd  One  ran  a bit  too  merrily  amok  within  their  bailiwicks,  we  at 
the  News  prefer  to  remember  him  as  the  loosest  of  cannons  ever  to  be  indiscriminately 
fired  in  the  war  for  unrestricted  self-expression.  Mr.  Badd,  wherever  you  are,  you 
deserved  more  and  better  of  what  you  got,  most  of  us  do.  Farewell  and  thanks  for  the 
affronteries. 

Victor  Miller 


for  Bill  Hounshell, 

B ADDMASTER  TO  THE  STARS 

From  now  on.  every  lime  I see  a cute  lilUe  doberman  or  pit  bull  pup  teething  on 
a passed-out  wino’s  leg  or  some  Ubangi  valQ  Irish  homeboys  slapping  at  the  congas  of 
the  Mission's  backside,  or  hear  the  wail  of  an  imprisoned  blues  harp,  or  read  dial 
Maggie  Thatcher  has  been  hijacked  by  the  Glen  Park  I.R.A..  or  see  a glass  of  E&J 
brandy  sparkling  like  amber  to  catch  some  poor  cockroach,  or  feel  my  own  heart 

ticking.  I’ll  think  of  Bill. 

"LEST  WE  FORGET"  - wnrst  mein  Bruder 

- Frank  Stauf 
(formerly  Frank  Deadbeat) 
Deadbeat  Magazine 


Quan  Yin 

Acupuncture  & Herb  Center 
of  San  Francisco 
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Practicantes  Bilingue 
Jos6  Gomez  Y Hope  McDonnell 


Por  favor  U amen  Durante  Estas  Hora  Para  Hacer  Una 
Cita-Acceptamos  Medi-Cal  Y Seguro  MMico  Privado. 

Para  Personas  Sin  Segura  MMico,  Ofrecemos  Pagos 
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Acupuncture 

Herbs 

Nutritional  Counseling 
Hypnotherapy 
Psychic  Consulting 
Shiatsu  Massage 
Swedish  Massage 
Breema  Bodywork 
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THE  BEST 


CRAB  POACHING 

BADD  SPORTS  (Crab  Poaching  - October,  1987) 

Attention!  Listen  up  and  you  baddsters  and  you  baddcttes  clinging  to  your  man 
with  your  hands  full  of  sweat  and  saliva  at  the  right  spot  wondering  why  he  can’t  do 
those  things  that  fits  your  fancy.  I’ll  tell  you  why.  He  doesn’t  eat  CRAB’S  MEAT. 
That’s  right.  Crab  flesh.  It’s  an  aphrodisiac.  It  turns  boys  into  men  and  goose  bumps 
into  mountains.  You’ll  both  have  lead  in  your  pencils  in  no  time  at  all  and  here’s  how 
to  go  about  doing  it  without  having  to  feed  the  over-rich  at  Fisherman’s  Wharf. 

Go  to  a bait  and  tackle  shop  and  buy  (if  you  can  afford  it)  a few  double  ring  crab 
hoop  nets.  They’re  strung  with  salt  water  proof  nylon  cord.  Then,  try  and  find  a used 
tire  inner  tube  whether  it  be  from  a bike  or  a car  and  then  cut  1/2"  strips  to  be  wound 
around  the  two  steel  rims  for  the  purpose  of  an  even  settlemnent  because  when  you 
lower  it  into  the  water  of  the  bay  amidst  seaweed  and  protrusions  you’ll  want  a flat 
landing.  As  for  the  bait,  go  behind  the  second  alley  as  you  enter  Fisherman’s  Wharf 
from  Aquatic  Park  and  you’ll  come  across  the  places  where  fish  ar  cleaned  and  look 
for  a two  ton  truck  full  of  fish  heads  and  other  assorted  scrap.  Use  of  the  fish  heads  is 
possible.  They’ve  got  the  oil  that  drives  crabs  nuts.  They  go  crazy.  Run  a section  of 
nylon  cord  through  the  mouth  and  out  the  gills  and  then  lash  it  down  to  the  bottom  of 
the  nets.  Now  you’re  ready  for  the  real  thing. 

Try  soaking  the  bait  in  fish  emulsion  plant  fertilizer  out  in  the  sun  to  get  it  as  stinky 
as  possible.  Use  rubber  gloves  if  need  be.  Go  out  to  Muni  Pier  at  night  time.  The 
reason  I say  night  time  is  that  you’ve  got  more  room  and  that  from  what  I’ve  gathered, 
crabs  are  nocturnal  feeders.  I used  to  save  the  plate  scrapings  from  the  Mexican 
restaurant  I worked  at  and  take  it  all  down  to  Muni  Pier  just  to  feed  and  fatten  up  those 
buggers  that  I’d  eventually  be  catching. 

State  law  has  it  set  that  you  can’t  take  Dungeness  crabs  from  Muni  Pier  which 
encircles  Aquatic  Park’s  harbor.  But  that’s  not  applicable  to  an  Islander  from  Samoa 
I know.  He  takes  them  and  puts  them  in  a gunny  sack  and  lowers  it  into  the  water  so 
that  if  the  game  wardens  vamp  down,  they  just  simply  think  it’s  another  crab  net.  The 
red  back  rock  crabs  have  these  enormous  clippers  and  are  legal.  But  what  you  do  is 
snap  off  the  clippers  and  throw  the  back  over  the  side.  It’s  OK  because  they  rejuvinate 
in  due  time.  I know  this  for  a fact  because  Fat  Albert  and  I took  a black  marking  pen 
and  put  an  X mark  on  a red  back  and  a few  months  later  caught  the  same  crab  wtih  a 
full  set  of  big  claws  and  did  the  same  thing  to  it  again.  The  crab  flesh  was  so  potent 
that  my  babe  got  a good  night’s  sleep  and  awoke  with  a smile  of  burning  eyes  and  accent 
pumping  out  of  the  pores  of  her  skin.  I too. 


HELL  DOWN  BELOW 

COMPLAINT  DEPT.  (September  1986) 

Attention  all  you  BARTisls.  All  you  eighty  centsers.  You  may  like  to  hear  from 
personal  experience  (as  all  my  complaints  and  discontents  are  centered  from)  some 
inside  dope  on  an  individual  occurrance  involving  my  friend  Tom  W.  and  yours  truly. 
We  had  dinner  over  at  my  mother’s  place  and  were  coming  back  to  our  destination  on 
the  BART  from  the  Glen  Park  Station  down  here  to  16th  and  Mission  street.  But 
before  getting  on  the  train  we  slopped  off  at  XXX  liquor  store  and  Tom  got  a jug  of 
brew  and  I got  a pack  of  cigarettes.  Camels.  I told  Tom  it’s  going  to  be  about  a two-mile 
trek  so  we  sat  at  the  Arlington  Streeet  bridge  and  we  had  a nip  and  I lit  up  a smoke 
and  killed  some  time,  something  common  between  the  two  of  us.  No  harm  done.  We 
then  got  to  Glen  Park  after  talking  to  some  of  the  fellows  I know  and  approached  the 
station.  We  escalate  downwards  to  the  Richmond/Concord  side  of  the  tracks  to  find 


OF  BADD 

the  area  empty.  No  one  around.  Nobody.  No  one  except  for  the  pigeons  that  stain 
the  metal  right  next  to  the  escalator  hand  rails  and  there’s  one  heck  of  a lot  of  it  here 
and  there. 

But  that’s  not  my  main  complaint.  We  were  both  leaning  over  a lidded  designated 
trash  recepticle  in  the  BART  station  and,  being  that  there  was  no  one  around  to  snitch 
on  him  or  I...  1 lit  up  a smoke  while  we  awaited  the  train. 

BART’s  hypocritical  advertisement  where  it  has  a big  billboard  advertising  a 
Salem  cigarette  ad  is  right  next  to  a no-smoking  sign.  Right  next  to  it.  There’s  also 
booze  ads  too.  He  had  the  liquor  and  I had  the  tobacco.  So  what  the  hell.  I lit  up  and 
Tom  took  a hit  off  his  beer. 

That’s  when  this  little  mutant  dressed  up  in  a cop  uniform,  carrying  a six  gun  and 
all  the  ringing  keys  that  they  (BART)  issue...  this  puke  began  approaching  with  his 
shoulder  mounted  radio,  picking  his  nose  like  on  a Sunday  afternoon  stroll.  It  s OK  to 
pick  your  nose,  but  night  right  in  public,  unless  he  was  projecting  some  kind  of  omen 
to  us.  I told  Tom,  "hey,  be  cool,  here  comes  a cop."  So  Tom  pitched  the  jug  into  the 
garbage  can  and  the  cop  said  something  like,  "Alright,  I saw  that.  Tom  said  in  a low 
voice,  "What  man?"  The  cop  then  said,  "Both  of  you’ve  been  drinking.  I can  smell  it 
all  over  your  breath.  And  you  put  out  that  cigarette.  Can’t  you  see  the  signs?"  So  when 
I tried  to  snuff  out  the  cigarette  on  the  inside  of  the  trash  can  he  said  for  me  to  just  put 
it  out  on  the  floor.  He  didn’t  want  me  to  smoke  but  rather  litter  in  the  same  BART 
station  he  was  guarding.  What  a puke.  So  I handed  it  over  to  the  puke  and  he  littered. 

Then  came  the  good  part.  He  asks  both  of  us  for  ID.  We  both  had  it  and  after  we 
passed  a radio  call-in  warrant  scan,  he  whipped  out  these  small  yellow  cards  and  began 
to  write  us  up.  Height,  style  of  clothing  and  all  that.  Where  it  said  race...  he  was  going 
to  put  down  for  Tom:  black.  I said  "Hold  it."  Tom  said,  "I’m  not  black."  I told  the  puke 
"He’s  not  black.  He’s  an  Ubangi,"  and  Tom  said  "That’s  right  man,  just  like  my  friend 
said.  I’m  an  Ubangi".  Then  the  BART  ranger  asked  how  the  word  Ubangi  is  spelled. 

I had  to  tell  him.  So  afterwards  he  got  to  me  and  started  to  write  me  up  as  being  White. 

I caught  him  on  that  and  told  him  that  I’m  not  white  and  that  I’m  Irish  and  pointed  to 
a billboard  that  had  a white  backdrop  and  1 said,  "see  that  color...  ? That’s  white.  Put 
down  Irish,  that’s  my  race. 

Then  he  wanted  my  telephone  number  and  that’s  confidential,  I said.  He  then  goes 
on  and  says  how  tall  are  you?  6’4?  "No,  go  higher."  "6  1/2?"  Yeah,  that’s  right.  Well, 
we  finally  got  out  of  there  and  back  to  the  Mission. 

I can’t  see  why  BART  let  this  humanoid  sport  a six  shooter  and  squawk  box  int  he 
first  place.  Maybe  he  was  an  ace  kabutcass  kisser  to  the  right  people.  I asked  this 
pompous  piece  of  putridness  in  an  eloquent  and  polite  tone  of  voice,  Officer,  are  you 
to  cite  us  for  what  we  have  done?"  He  replies,  I’ll  think  of  that  when  I get  to  it  as  he 
was  filling  in  his  snitch  cards  on  me  and  Tom. 

He  might  of  thought  he  was  in  a 7th  heaven  with  all  his  might  over  us.  But  he  didn’t 
know  that  I was  the  main  complainer  of  the  North  Mission  News  and  in  so  being,  I had 
this  complaint  all  fixed  up  in  me  and  Tom’s  heads  right  after  the  brush  with  the  law. 

If  BART  hires  assholes  like  him  can  you  imagine  what  some,  not  all,  but  some 
others  like  him  on  a higher  position  level  may  be  like?  On  his  way  up  the  stairs  I told 
him  that  he  better  do  a little  bit  more  of  pistol  range  practice  because  he  may  need  it 
some  night  down  here  in  the  tube. 


PIT  BULL  BAIT 


BADD  MISTAKES  (July,  1988) 

I got  stuck  by  being  a baby  sitter  for  my  aunt’s  neighbor’s  little  brat  Chester.  The 
little  puke.  Here  I am,  king  of  the  hill,  upstairs  making  time  with  Vera,  with  all  her 
pimples  and  arm  pits  that  looked  like  bird  nests  and  I hear  this  sudden  crash.  So  I run 
downstairs  and  found  out  that  the  little  bugger  had  knocked  over  my  fish  tank  full  of 
Siamese  Belas,  chewed  on  the  rug  and  went  doo-doo  on  the  shag  rug. 

Not  only  that,  but  Chester  found  my  loaded  .45  cal  under  my  blanket  that  I brought 
over  and  I'm  sure  glad  that  I had  the  safety  on.  What  a BADD  MISTAKE  this  was  for 
being  a baby  sitter  for  a little  brat  that  should  have  been  Pit  Bull  bait  instead. 
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